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The very ‘idea’ of national development is not achievable without the active participation of the youth in it. National development in point of fact can be perceived as a long relay race. The older generation passes on the baton to the waiting young team. The young have more concurrent dreams; passion and hopes. They are the ones who should be in the first row when the nation is in danger or at risk. Positive roles and responsibilities of the youth can help to protect a country’s national interest, national security and ideological position. In other words, youths should be the ones safeguarding the national values, image and interests of their respective nations. 
National Youth Policy of Bangladesh (adopted in 2003) states that people who fall in the 18-35 age groups are youth. According to the United Nations, youths make up one-fifth of South Asia’s demography (2010); making it both the most populous and most densely populated geographical region in the world. About one third of the total population of Bangladesh is youth and young people. Approximately 45 million people fall within that age range. 
What are the national interests, values and image?

National interest, image and values are not a set of ideology and not in possession of a set of people running the country. Every section of the population has responsibilities in safeguarding the national values, image and interests. Equal rights for all, sustainable democracy, economic opportunity, respect to the constitutional guarantees, regulation of market excess, natural heritage and environment, fairness and justice, are all national interests. Values are the mostly and commonly agreed upon attitudes and perspectives by the people of the country. The new generations inherent the values, religious beliefs and language through socialization processes. Generally these influential attributes build up enthusiasm in their mind and make them conscious about their social identity of being a Bangladeshi. 
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Where does Bangladesh stand?

Bangladesh has a rich historical heritage and strong cultural traditions and values. The economy of Bangladesh is a rapidly developing market-based one. Per capita income in 2010 was US$1,700. Goldman Sachs included Bangladesh in its Next Eleven list. Besides various active roles in the UN organizations, Bangladesh is playing a vital role in other regional organizations like SAARC and OIC. In UN peacekeeping operations, Bangladesh is among the top troop contributing countries in the world.  

Spring of life:

Youth is the spring of life. It is the age of discovery and dreaming big. When progressive youths dream - they dream not only for the prosperous future of themselves but also for the flourishing future of the nation and entire humanity. According to Pearl S. Buck, a Nobel laureate in literature - “youth do not know enough to be prudent, and therefore they attempt the impossible, and achieve it, generation after generation”. Youths are, for obvious reasons, the future leaders of all nations and are able to lead their respective countries into prosperity if their energy, intelligences, talents, resources are properly developed and utilized. 

Youths’ participation in nation building

Remittances from Bangladeshi youths working overseas are the major source of foreign exchange earnings. Exports of garments and textiles are the second most contributors in foreign exchange earning. Most of the laborers, supervisors and managers working in these sectors are from the youth generation. Shipbuilding industry is flourishing in Bangladesh. Youths are the men behind the machines there as well. Apart from this, youth for palpable reasons, are the laborers, supervisors and executives in production and service industries.  
As far as the national images and values are concern, Bangladeshi youth have never lagged behind when called upon to meet a challenge. Let there be no doubt about their strength, power and capability. The task of nation building is enormous and can be divided into many phases and compartments. It has some work for everybody but the youths are the ones needed for most to the tough works. Bangladeshi youths are well aware of it.
Globally connected generation 

Bangladeshi young people are much more connected to the global culture. They are watching movies, wearing latest clothing and getting on the internet for emailing, getting information and social networking. They seemed a lot more aware of what is happening in the wider world and they want to be part of it.

But at the sometime, the youth is misguided to a larger extent by some evil sources making them irresponsible towards the society they live in. For instance, a section of the youth have resorted to becoming political workers, mainly extorting money from general people in the name of collecting funds for the party. Sometimes they simply serve as mercenaries with the sole duty of fighting and even committing crimes if needed for politicians and collecting fees for such nefarious services.

To some extent, family values are diminishing among the youth. Higher expectations of life created by the media, specially the desire for more clothing, electronic devices, need for making fashion statements, need for entertainment - all lead to higher degrees of frustration. We live in reality; not in TV serials or movies. Youths need to understand the candy coating reality and should have the desire to enrich self and the society by activity participating in an effort that pays off. Buying a latest model of mobile with the family’s hard earning money does not add anything to the GDP. Rather earning that money through part-time job and saving it in a bank does a heaven of good.
Guideline for the youths in safeguarding national values, image and interest 
Everything is possible with a strong will and a good aptitude. At young age the mind is incredibly active and generates great ideas. Best ideas are the maximum ideas. The more ideas youths have, better it is for a nation like ours. 
Gratitude is the essence of being human. The youths should accept that whatever they are today is because of the country and society. Hence they should give something back to the society, to the nation. By achieving personal gain, people become better human beings and it helps in evolution. By giving back to the nation and standing when the nation needs them, youths are actually helping in mankind’s evolution. Both these activities, when done simultaneously, ensure a great joy and satisfaction.

Youths should be extremely positive in their approaches. They should rise above the negative things and make downbeats irrelevant. For that they need to be in a happy and honest state of mind. Happiness, naturally, is a state of mind. People start feeling happy when they become internally secure and are honest. This internal security also helps youths become less greedy for materials and resources. With the reduction or removal of greed the individual becomes happy. A happy individual can then give back to society both knowledge and resources. This is the essence of nation building. Happy and honest state of mind ensures a powerful mind. And a powerful mind can move mountains. 
The burning issues of today are the future of coal and gas sectors, resolution on transit and the stand on Tipaimukh dam. The decisions on these issues will have immense and long term impact on the country. The youths must gather enough knowledge on these issues to raise their voices. Believing what the political parties and various committees advocate can actually be harmful. In this time of free flow of information, the youths should have the zeal to gather all necessary documents and statistics in a bid to understand how Bangladesh will be better off in the negotiation process. 
National image largely depends on the youth’s behaviors and activities inside the country and outside the country. When a Bangladeshi youth is walking in a road abroad, his / her attitude, mentality and activity works as an image of Bangladesh to the outer world. Therefore every youth or Bangladeshi for that matter should not be involved in something that might put the whole country’s image in shame. 
One important thing in today’s context youths need to learn apart from respecting political opponents is to acknowledge opponents when they are right, and not to mechanically dismiss everything that comes from the political opponent.

Recommendations: 

The youth population with effective training and motivation can have a greater impact on the national development and safeguarding national values, interests and image. The state has to organize educational, social, recreational and religious activities of a non-party political nature, for the benefit of young people in particular. When people are included in debates about their future, they act responsibly. In the sectors of coal, gas, transit, water and so forth the youth should upheld the national interests with logical discussions and debates. Young people’s views should to be taken seriously and their participation in national issues must be encouraged. 
Neglecting youth means neglecting the nations’ future. Most of the current social problems that are endemic in the country are the direct result of the neglect of education and youth development for the past three decades. Like the youths of every forward-looking nation, Bangladesh needs an effective educational system, recreational programs and social institutions that will inculcate in them national and cultural values and attitudes which will make them good, productive and patriotic citizens of our country in order to better prepare them for safeguarding national values, image and interests. The education system should be concentrated about the facts and not the fictions.
The norms and values, rules and regulations practiced within the family, the smallest organized unit in the community, reflect hugely upon the nation. Respect and tolerance towards the members of the family will greatly determine the attitudes outside the home. It is not an understatement that nation building starts at home. Therefore the parents should play a diligence role to better prepare the up-coming generation.
There should be vibrant organizations and movements that would provide avenues for the youth to involve themselves in safeguarding national interests, image and values with activities like volunteerism, leadership training skills, team-spirit and develop healthy attitudes which will foster characteristics like kindness, honesty, diligence, fraternity, fellow-feeling, fair-play, and patriotism.

The youth should study more and more to be informed about the Bangladeshi culture and values. They should have the self believe and tendency to avoid copying the other nations’ culture. Additionally they should have the mind set of being part of the solution. 

More youths should be part of the political process. In current context, young people are often viewed as lacking the skills needed to become part of the political process. Consequently, they are not invited to the table. The very idea of youth citizenship – young people participating as equals – is a stretch for many adults. The irony is, however, that once at the table, young people are often viewed as a threat to adult power. Proper steps should be taken both by the government and development agencies to better equip young people to be involved in the political process.
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