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1. Introduction

Kashmir problem is known as one of the most highly publicized conflict in the world which involves three nuclear power; India, China and Pakistan. The bloody territorial dispute of the Kashmir region has continued for more than six decades at huge cost. The Indian Government has claimed over 47,000 have died since the start of the insurgency in 1989, whilst Kashmiri separatists argue for a much higher figure. According to independent media reports, the total number of conflict-related deaths range from 47,000 deaths to 100,000. At the same time, the South Asia Terrorism Portal reports 43,044 terrorism-related deaths since 1988.
 Today Kashmiris face daily life of with huge military presence and ongoing militia operations. 
2. Background of the Conflict
Kashmir, a 222,236 sq km region in the northwestern Indian subcontinent, is surrounded by China in the northeast, the Indian states of Himachal Pradesh and Punjab in the south, by Pakistan in the west, and by Afghanistan in the northwest. The region has been dubbed "disputed territory" between India and Pakistan since the partition of India in 1947. The southern and southeastern parts of the region make up the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, while the northern and western parts are controlled by Pakistan. A border called the Line of Control (agreed to in 1972) divides the two parts. The eastern area of Kashmir comprising the northeastern part of the region (Aksai Chin) came under the control of China since 1962. The predominant religion in the Jammu area is Hinduism in the east and Islam in the west. Islam is also the main religion in the Kashmir valley and the Pakistan-controlled parts.

Before the end of the British rule and partition of the sub-continent, there were 570 ‘princely states ruled by hereditary rulers. The rulers were given freedom to acceding to India, Pakistan or to be independent.

2.1. Major Events

· 1846-1947: Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) State is created under the Treaty of Amritsar between the East India company and Raja Gulab Singh of Jammu who buys Kashmir Valley from the East India Company for Rs.75,00,000 and adds it to Jammu and Ladakh already under his rule.
1947-1949: The Maharaja of the State of Jammu and Kashmir signs the Instrument of Accession (IOA) on 26 October, acceding the 75% majority Muslim region to the Indian Union, The ruler of Jammu and Kashmir, The Maharaja Hari Singh, whose state was situated between the two new countries, could not decide which country to join but in October 1947, he asked India to deploy its troops to block a militant upraising in the state. Indian government instantly demanded that Kashmir should accede to India first. The ruler signed the treaty, which gave key powers to the Indian government - in return for military aid and a promised referendum. India than sent its forces to Kashmir. As consequences, Kashmir is divided into a Pakistani controlled part and an Indian controlled part. This de facto partition continues to this date with the dividing line being known as the Line of Control.  

· Pakistan disputes that the accession is illegal and sends regular forces to Kashmir and the first war over Kashmir breaks out. On 1 January 1949, a ceasefire between Indian and Pakistani forces leaves Pakistan in control of part of Kashmir including what Pakistan calls "Azad" Kashmir and Northern territories.
· India takes the Kashmir problem to the United Nations (UN) Security Council on 1 January 1948. On 5 January 1949, UNCIP (United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan) resolution states that the question of the accession of the State of Jammu and Kashmir to India or Pakistan will be decided through a free and impartial plebiscite.

· 1949: On 17 October, the Indian Constituent Assembly adopts Article 370 of the Constitution, ensuring a special status and internal autonomy for Jammu and Kashmir, which is confirmed under the 1952 Delhi Agreement. However, the autonomy would get eroded over the years.
· 1965: Pakistan takes advantage of the discontent in the Kashmir Valley and sends in a few thousand armed Pakistani infiltrators across the cease-fire line in August and incidents of violence increase in Kashmir Valley; Code-named "Operation Gibraltar", one can see evidence of official Pakistani policy at work here; A full Indo-Pakistani war breaks out which ends in a ceasefire on 23 September. 
2.2. Indian Position on Kashmir

· Accession of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) to India is final and legal and cannot be disputed J&K is not a disputed territory.

· Sheikh Abdullah sought and endorsed the accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India
· Pak should relinquish control of Pakistan Occupied Kashmir. It is not Azad Kashmir.
· What happens in Kashmir is internal affair and international community has no business in it.
· The will of the people does not need to be ascertained only through a plebiscite. Democratic elections are a recognized means of ascertaining the wishes of the people and the people of the State of J&K have repeatedly participated in such elections. People of Kashmir are largely happy with India.
· Any dialogues with Pak or Kashmiris will be conditioned on Kashmir being a part of India.
2.3. Pakistan’s Position on Kashmir

· Accession of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) to India is disputed because Maharaja Hari Singh acceded to India under duress without consulting the wishes of the people.

· Kashmir is a case of unfinished partition. The promised plebiscite was never held by India.
· Kashmir is the core political dispute between India and Pakistan and it runs in our blood.

· Pakistan is only providing moral and diplomatic support for the freedom struggle in Kashmir.
· The Mujahedeens who fight for their suffering Muslim brethren in Kashmir may cross the LoC, we cannot guarantee an end to all infiltration.

· The solution to the dispute requires a unitary plebiscite for the whole of J&K under international auspices. UN resolutions call for the holding of a plebiscite to determine the wishes of the Kashmiri people.
3. Sources of conflict

Three wars — in 1947-48, 1965, and 1971 — and a constant state of military preparedness on both sides of the border have marked the half-century of bitter rivalry between India and Pakistan. The acrimonious nature of the partition of British India into two successor states in 1947 and the continuing dispute over Kashmir have been major sources of tension.
 Both Pakistan and India have built large defense establishments at the cost of economic and social development. The Kashmir problem is rooted in claims by both countries to the former princely state, divided since 1948 by a military line of control into the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan-held Azad (Free) Kashmir. India blames Pakistan for supporting a violent separatist rebellion in the Muslim-dominated Kashmir Valley that has claimed more than 60,000 lives since 1989. Pakistan admits only to lending moral and political support to the rebellion.

4. Sufferings of Kashmiri people: 

The Armed Forces Special Powers Act in India grants the military, wide powers of arrest, the right to shoot to kill, and to occupy or destroy property in counterinsurgency operations. Many human rights organizations such as Amnesty International and the Human Rights Watch have condemned human rights abuses in Kashmir by Indians such as extra-judicial executions, disappearances, and torture. The Indian state police admitted in 2010 that as many as 331 deaths while in custody and 111 enforced disappearances since 1989. An estimated 200 youth have also ex-filtrated into Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) through 2010, for training in handling of arms and ammunition
.

Since 1989, more than 68,000 people have died in an armed uprising and subsequent crackdown by Indian forces in Kashmir
. But According to Save Our Souls’ September 2011 quarterly report, there have been 93,682 killings in Kashmir since 1989. The report further said that 107431 children became orphans and 22,760 women became widows since 1989. 

A 2005 study conducted by Médecins Sans Frontières found that Kashmiri women are among the worst sufferers of sexual violence in the world, with 11.6% of respondents reporting that they had been victims of sexual abuse
.
4.1 Youth sufferings:

The violence in the state has also been triggered by the increasing difference in the social opportunities, treatment, systematic biases with limitation in accessing employment and education. Children and youth suffered from the militancy-rife by becoming orphans as well as homeless. It has been estimated that over 15,000 orphans were created due to militancy since 1989 till 2004
.

Disturbingly, more and more Kashmiri youth are attempting suicide. This has been a growing phenomenon and recent reports have shown that since January 2011, about 35 young people, both men and women made attempts to commit suicide in Handwara and Kupwara districts of North Kashmir. It is related to the larger social, economic and political dimensions of the region as it lurches from one phase of violence and strife to another
.

Youth unemployment also has a critical bearing on the ongoing violent conflict in the state. Lack of jobs and opportunities has tended to create frustration, making unemployed youth the prime candidates for recruitment by militant organizations with funds and arms at their disposal. Youth of Kashmir University consistently reported that they continued to have serious psychological and social difficulties as a result of the ongoing violence and deprivation they had experienced during the last few years, such as feelings of hopelessness and profound social alienation. They stated that gaps in family and community support, as well as lack of education, food, clothing, shelter, health care and jobs have dramatically increased their vulnerability to a range of threats. They have also experienced more poverty and lack of education due to ongoing violent conflict. As young people constitute the majority of militia recruits, they suffer disproportionately most from the trauma and psychological effects of ongoing violent conflict.

Kashmiri youth reported that the poor governance and political institutions especially dominancy of one community in governance and administration, weak and hurried political negotiations and transitions, restrictions on social and cultural practices, rigging of elections, widespread and escalating corruption have also been responsible for violent conflict.

Violence undermines Kashmiri youth’s right to a sustainable livelihood and to development by disrupting economic production and access to important services. Economic insecurity in turn contributes to their vulnerability to violence and its perpetration. They believed that the ongoing violence had fundamentally been about the marginalization and manipulation of youth.

Some rival groups, terrorist organizations and others use violence as a tool to repress and silence Kashmiri youth’s right to be heard. Young people who became orphaned or separated from family have tremendous resourcefulness as they took on major economic and social responsibilities.

The psychosocial impact of ongoing conflict and social upheaval manifested itself in many different ways among young people, who said they often felt unloved, abused and even betrayed by adults and society. Many lived in constant fear of violence and deprivation, and some developed psychological problems that required counseling or other traditional healing rituals to address. Some further broke traditional boundaries by increasingly challenging elder’s authority, and demanding more support for their capacities and community roles. Others, however, lacked self-confidence and a sense of self-worth despite the creative skills they had developed to survive during the conflict
.

In case of youth whose family members are killed in the ongoing conflict, they lack protection, food, shelter, education and other support and suffer from poverty and unemployment. Those living in migrants camp are particularly concerned about the conditions of displacement, living and civic facilities available (Ibid).
While many children are killed by weapons, many more die from the catastrophic impact the conflict has on their communities’ infrastructure and families’ access to food, health care and their ability to maintain their livelihoods
.

Regardless of their age or their role in the freedom struggle in Kashmir, young detainees are isolated for days in dark dingy, unhygienic and cramped spaces. Often, youth and children as young as 10 are hunted down held and then not produced in court
.

The persons, who disappeared from the state since the unrest started in 1989, now numbering in the thousands, were all Kashmiri youths. They were picked up by the police or the Indian Army over the last two decades, and never seen again
.
5. Current Situation

According to a Congressional Research Service report, "Relations between Pakistan and India remain deadlocked on the issue of Kashmiri sovereignty, and a separatist rebellion has been underway in the region since 1989. Tensions were extremely high in the wake of the Kargil conflict of 1999."

Tensions over Kashmir rose dangerously in fall 2001, forcing then-Secretary of State Colin Powell to de-escalate tensions in person. When a bomb exploded in the Indian Jammu and Kashmir state assembly and an armed band assaulted the Indian Parliament in New Delhi later that year, India mobilized 700,000 troops, threatened war, and provoked Pakistan into mobilizing its forces. American intervention compelled then-Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf, who had been particularly instrumental in further militarizing Kashmir, provoking the Kargil war there in 1999, and facilitating Islamist terrorism subsequently, in January 2002 vowed to end the presence of terrorist entities on Pakistani soil. He promised to ban and eliminate terrorist organizations, including Jemaah Islamiyaah, Lashkar-e-Taiba  and Jaish-e-Mohammed. Like the Arab-Israeli conflict, the conflict over Kashmir remains unresolved.
6. Importance of Regional Stability
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, international politics took new shape in different manners but the weight of the regional cooperation did not reduce rather in many regard the regional bodies tightened their integrity for the sake of their own security in the uni-polar world structure. It was visible that after the end of cold war, economic development was the central focus through regionalism. Another significant factor in the post cold war international system is the vibrant presence of globalization which has obviously made the trade and investment that are considered the main areas of economic development of a country a complete trans-national factors for sustaining economic networking around the globe. In this respect, the South Asian countries started facing different problems for which in spite of having potentialities to ensure economic development they failed to secure the desired goals. There are different matters responsible for the poor rate of achievement through trade and investment which includes firstly, the existence of complimentary rather than competitive trade and absence of uniform economic structure to ensure competitiveness; secondly, the internal policy of trade restrictions of some of the countries are considered as barrier of trade liberalization without which the regional institutions will not be able to reach to their desired destination; thirdly, there are common tendencies of almost all the states of South Asia to maintain good relationship with the states outside the region and even depending on them for financial aid without cultivating within the own region; fourthly, though it is well recognized that connectivity is the pre-requisite for attaining mutual benefit through trade liberalization, the states though recognized the importance of it, yet to implement it; fifthly, the abovementioned limitations are the by-product of different other problems within the region like the problem of Kashmir, Siachen, illegal immigration, terrorism, sharing the waters of common rivers and trade and transit facilities and unless resolving these problems cooperation cannot be successful. Bilateral disputes among South Asian countries spill over into the regional domain in the form of distrust and hostility.

6.1 South Asia to compete in the global arena

In the era of globalization, there is no choice for the states but to run speedy to catch-up the opportunities. South Asia, having one-fifth of world population and situated in the strategically important region of the world along with huge development potentials are just wasting times with old issues and rivalries while many states of the world have been able to attain expected development by overcoming bi-lateral and regional problems, the Europe is the brightest example in this manner. 
6.2 The U.S Interest
In the interests of regional stability, in particular as a means of forwarding U.S. interests in nearby Afghanistan, the United States strongly endorses an existing, but until recently moribund India-Pakistan peace initiative, and remains concerned about the potential for conflict over Kashmiri sovereignty to cause open hostilities between these two nuclear-armed countries.
 The United States also seeks to curtail the proliferation of nuclear weapons and missiles in South Asia.

7 Recommendation

· One of the important pillars of the proposed security architecture is the peaceful resolution of outstanding disputes.  To attain this objective, Pakistan’s President, General Pervez Musharraf, proposed a “No War Pact” at the UN Millennium Summit in October 2000 and offered to engage in dialogue with India “any time, at any level and any place.” Pakistan is committed to an eight point agenda for dialogue with India, aimed at addressing all outstanding issues between the two countries.
· The realization of durable peace will not be possible without simultaneous and sustained economic progress. The persistence of economic and social deprivation serves only to intensify the forces of chauvinism, religious extremism, and ethnic particularism in South Asia.  It is important that Pakistan and India create an environment that facilitates mutually beneficial economic and trade relations.
· Only through shared economic and social development will we be able to address the domestic sources of tension and instability in our countries and at the same time addresses our long-standing differences.
· Pakistan has repeatedly called for cooperation among the countries of South Asia on matters relating to economic development and social progress, particularly through the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).  Economic expansion and liberalization of our economies can be mutually beneficial, especially if SAARC becomes a genuinely free trading area, and the South Asian economies are linked to those of Central and West Asia.
· The voices of the Kashmiri people are always being neglected by both the disputing parties which are the gross violation of human right. As both the parties are signatory of the UDHR, they should abide by the international norms and respect the voices of the people. If the people’s voices are heard, the states will be able to come closer toward solving this problem. Perhaps the full autonomy or independence will be the choice by the people, but in long run permanent peace will be established guaranteed by South Asian prosperity.
· Since the problem has been prevailing for last six decades, it is now time to engage the younger generation in the crucial decision making process in the state level, As the attempts taken by the political leaders have failed, voices of youth should be heard in spite of old aged policies.
8 Conclusion
In the era of globalization, while the states are running fast for securing their expected development and prosperity, the South Asia is still static and running after the old aged political disturbances. It will not be exaggerating to say that the still existing Kashmiri problem is not only created by the South Asia itself, rather there is role of international actors behind lingering this problem. Once South Asia overcome it’s regional turmoil, the international political scenario may not be favorable for the Western states who are claiming themselves as the civilized nations. Keeping this fact in mind, the big powers like India and Pakistan should not delay to settle this problem. India should stop human rights violation in Kashmir through her military process. It has been proven that both the states have failed to earn any benefit from the six decades tension, so better to let the Kashmiri people decide the future of Kashmir.
*Assistant Professor and former Chairman, Department of International Relations, University of Chittagong.
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