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1. Introduction

India and Bangladesh are not only the neighboring states of each other; rather they share common history, culture, heritage, and social formation since the pre-historic period. Indian association during the liberation movement of Bangladesh was another important benchmark of historical bondage. Relations between Bangladesh and India have often been difficult. The past history of both the countries is marked by some significant wars although during that period today’s Bangladesh was a part of Pakistan. As part of Pakistan, East Pakistan was at war with India in 1947 and 1948 and again in 1965. During the 1971 war of independence, Bangladeshi freedom fighters were aided by India, but the country's distrust of its giant neighbor reemerged after Sk. Mujibur Rahman, founding father of Bangladesh was assassinated in 1975.
 After assassination of Seikh Mujibur Rahman, India did not feel any obligation to abide by the treaties signed by indira Gandhi and Seikh Mujibur Rahman due to absence of political government and political pressure from the Bangladesh side. In 1991, first time after 1975, democratically elected political government was established in Bangladesh and started trying to resolve the contentious issues between the two countries. During that time partial progress was made only regarding the ‘Tin Bigha Corridor’ in the light of the Indira-Mujib agreements, while multiplicity of some other problem added in the existing bi-lateral relations. In this connection the present Awami League government took initiatives to resolve the outstanding problems with India as per Mujib-Indira Treaty of 1972 and 1974 which are so far known comprehensive treaties to strengthen bi-lateral relations between Bangladesh and India. The present government after being office in January, 2009 put special emphasis on resolving Teesta water and Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) problem on the basis of Mujib-Indira treaty and has taken different initiatives to resolve other problems and strengthen bi-lateral relations.
2. Recent visit of Bangladesh Foreign minister to India

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dipu Moni paid official visit to India on 25-27 July, 2013. Her was mainly focused on two issues; settling Teesta water sharing dispute and long awaiting Land Boundary dispute. During the Bangladesh Prime Minister’s official visit to India in January, 2010 and Indian prime Minister’s visit to Bangladesh in September, 2011 it was decided Bangladesh and India will implement the 1974 LBA as per Mujib Indira treaty where Article 1(12) and Article 3 of the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) of 1974 envisage that Bangladeshi enclaves in India and Indian enclaves in Bangladesh should be exchanged expeditiously and the people in the enclaves offered a choice of citizenship. In accordance with the agreement, Bangladesh handed over the Berubari enclave to India while India pledged to lease in perpetuity to Bangladesh an area measuring 178×85 meters near ‘Tin Bigha’ to reach the Dahagram- Angorpata enclave of Bangladesh. However, it has taken India 27 years to open the corridor for 12 hours daily to Bangladesh on the pretext of legal complications. On the other hand, the Indian side hoped that the darkness regarding the Teesta water sharing will be over and soon there will be a deal between Bangladesh and India. It should be mentioned that the water sharing issue was supposed to be done during the 2011 Indo-Bangla Head of the government level meeting, but unfortunately the chief Minister of West Bengal opposed on it which embarrassed the Indian PM and later after going back the Indian PM Mr. Sing formed a high level committee to settle the issue. It was also hoped that by signing the Teesta deal India will officially get the corridor facilities to it’s north-eastern part using the Bangladesh land. 
It is also important to mention here that the present government has almost finished its tenure. So the recent visit foreign Minister is an attempt by the government to glorify their image by managing India to settle the LBA and Teesta deal. In this regard, Ms. Dipu Moni paid courtesy call to both the government and opposition leaders especially BJP and Trinamul Kangress leaders and requested to settle the issue. Though the Indian politician ensured her to cooperate on these issues but it was very difficult for the Indian government to manage all the opposition parties for the constitution amendment as they lack two-third majority. Recent efforts of the Indian government to place a constitution amendment bill in the Rajya Sabha to ratify the LBA with Bangladesh failed. The Trinamool Congress, Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and India’s main opposition lawmakers scuttled the move to ratify the Indian Constitution (119th Amendment) Bill, which intended to give effect to an exchange of enclaves adversely held by India and Bangladesh. Birendra Prasad Baishya of AGP sat on the floor carrying two placards and saying the bill was “an injustice to Assam.” The BJP and AGP oppose the agreement insisting that India is ceding too much territory to the neighbouring country. When contacted by the media , Trinamool leader Derek O’Brien said, “It is not a vanilla ice-cream; it is the country’s precious land that is at stake,” while justifying Trinamool’s opposition to the bill. On the other hand, Chief Minister Momota Banerjee is still in her previous position regarding the Teesta deal. So it can be certainly said that the Bangladesh government has failed to resolve the most expected issues between Bangladesh-India relations. Influential Indian Bangla daily Anandabazar Patrika in its 27th July, 2013 issue published a report headlined “Dipu returning home empty-handed”.

3. Background of Indo-Bangla bi-lateral Relations
It is often said that India is a trusted friend of Bangladesh, and the protagonists of this view mainly cite the India's role during the 1971 War of Liberation. But, in international relations, the idea of so-called state-level friendship is very vague as there is no single instance where a state has sacrificed it's national interest for the sake of friendship with another state, rather every state try to attain its maximum level of national interest through bargaining.
4. Areas of Contention
There are different areas of contention between Bangladesh-India relation as mentioned below:
4.1. Water sharing of common rivers

Water sharing of the common rivers are one of problems of Indo-Bangla bi-lateral relations. Immediately after the independence of Bangladesh the Indira-Mujib treaty was signed in 1972, which is also known as “Treaty of Friendship, Peace and Cooperation” to forge bi-lateral relationship between India and newly emerged Bangladesh. The treaty had 12 points, where article 6 states. “The contracting parties agree to make joint studies and take joint action in the field of flood control, river basin development and development of hydro-electric power and irrigation”.
 Accordingly water sharing on Ganges was done as per the treaty out of 54 common rivers between India and Bangladesh. It was noticed that India has plan to initiate river linking project of major rivers as per the design of first Irrigation Minister K.L Rao for water management which was further instigated by the Supreme Court of India in February, 2012, as per the direction to implement it in a ‘time-bound manner’. The river-linking mega project involves both the Himalayan and the Peninsular Rivers. It is a gigantic project, reportedly costing about $1,000 billion, (about Rs.5,00,000 crore). According to the Indian Water Resources Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal, it is reported out of 30 proposed links, 16 are in the Himalayan component and 14 are in the Peninsular component.

India officially kept Bangladesh in the dark about the river-linking scheme, and Bangladesh knew of it through the Indian media in 2003. Naturally, it caused grave concern to Bangladesh because, under the scheme of the Himalayan component, all the major sources of rivers in Bangladesh would be subject to unilateral diversion by India.

4.2. Disputes over enclaves

The present Indian government cannot pass the bill on the land boundary agreement as the ruling Congress lacks two-third majority in parliament and the opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) rejects it, saying if the deal was ratified India would cede too much of its territory to the neighbouring country, diplomatic sources said.

The main opposition BJP, along with other parties like the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), which prevented the government from introducing the Bill during the budget session, continues to oppose the agreement insisting that India is ceding too much territory to the neighbouring country.

The additional protocol for the 1974 LBA was signed in September 2011 during PM Manmohan Singh's visit to Dhaka. The government here is concerned that if the agreement is not cleared by Parliament in the next session, India's chances of settling the long pending boundary issue will be scuttled as Bangladesh will soon go to polls.
4.3. Terrorist activities

The presence of a number of key Indian insurgent figures belonging to a host of groups was an irritant in Indo-Bangladesh relations. The Government of India persistently presented Bangladesh with lists of insurgents leaders who were housed in different parts of Bangladesh and their camps. Significantly, the positions of the Awami League and the BNP over the question of support for Indian insurgents have been somewhat different. Despite repeated Indian concerns over wanted militants taking refugee in Bangladesh, the two countries were not able to sign an extradition treaty. The presence of illegal Bangladeshi nationals in India was another contentious issue on the bilateral agenda. Dhaka has consistently maintained that there are no illegal Bangladeshis in India.

4.4. Transit/Transshipment
Transit versus transshipment is another important issue that can ease the trade interest for both countries. According to IPCS special report no.97
, 

Transshipment refers to the shipment of goods or containers to an intermediate destination, and then to yet another destination. This has been achieved by India in its relationship with Bangladesh. Transit refers to the passage of Indian goods across Bangladeshi borders to and from the North Eastern states of Indian owned surface transport, while transshipment may also refer to the same movement using Bangladesh‐owned transport. This remains an issue of contention. Bangladesh, on the 31 May, 2010 signed an agreement to finalize a transshipment deal with India to allow Indian goods to be transported to the northeastern city of  Tripura in the state of Assam through Bangladeshi territory. Anything produced in the northeast region of India faces the difficulty of marketing to the rest of the country, the main reason being the distance to the port of Kolkata. With globalization and the policy of liberalization no foreign or private company is going to be inclined to invest  in the north‐east corner of India owing to several hassles, including the rise in transportation cost. Thus hampering the development of the north eastern market. To deal with such logistical problems of linking the Northeast with the rest of India, New Delhi is left with the only option of urging the reopening of the northeastern routes through Bangladesh to its West, and with Myanmar and south‐ East Asia to the East. The region that is also rich in energy resources like natural gas and hydro‐electricity can progress, thus addressing problems that give rise to long‐ standing grievances, which in turn encourage insurgency surrounding the region. The benefits of transit facility between India and Bangladesh are not limited to the Indian growth list. Bangladesh, whose average GDP is 6% per year, can also become a regional hub.
Also, it was felt that India's North-East can play a huge role in taking bilateral relations to the next level - the proximity of India's North-East with South Asian neighbours like Bangladesh is the key factor which can drive a closer bilateral co-operation in the near future. There is immense scope for investments and joint ventures in the North-East states, particularly in sectors like horticulture, rubber, bamboo, tourism, hydro-electricity, agro and food processing, handicrafts and handloom, etc.

Mr. Farooq Sobhan, the former Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh emphasized on deeper cooperation between India and Bangladesh particularly in terms of India’s North East and West Bengal which can explore greater connectivity, including transit and access to the Chittagong Port. Energy cooperation is an area where there are enormous opportunities, both at the bilateral as well as the regional levels.

“A strong footing in economic diplomacy would strengthen our overall foreign policy not just vis-à-vis India, but with other key countries”- said Mr. Jalal Alamgir who is author of India’s Open Economic Policy. 

4.5. Border killings

More than one thousand Bangladeshi people died by Indian Border Security Force (BSF) in last ten years. Though Bangladesh government gave official complaints to the Indian authority, India did not take adequate official measure to stop it. Indian part even did not keep the promise to stop such killing in BGB-BSF Flag meeting different times, even in the Home Minister level meeting of two countries, this problem were raised every time. Recently the Indian government has taken initiative to bring under punishment of Felani murder. This is the only instance by the Indian government after the independence of Bangladesh.
4.6. Dispute over maritime boundary

Bangladesh and India fail to settle the maritime boundary dispute through bi-lateral discussion. As a result this issue has been forwarded to the Internal Tribunal.
5. Importance of Indo-Bangla Relations

Indo-Bangladesh relations are significant not only because three-quarters of Bangladesh is surrounded by India but also because they have historical significance especially political and cultural harmony during the pre-partition period is notable. Though both countries have differences in terms of size and economy and in most other aspects of development indicators, Bangladesh also commands the interest of India because it is equally interested in maintaining smooth relations with Bangladesh for the sake of its national interest.

6. Recommendations
India and Bangladesh are not only the neighboring states, they also share common culture and heritage. During the pre-independence period both many parts of both the states were interconnected for trade, commerce and administrative functions, the use of Chittagong port and Assam Bengal Civil Service are notable. Considering the reality of world politics and adapting the absolute advantage theory, both countries can be benefitted which have happened in many parts of the world. The European Union, and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) can be a best example for reshaping the bi-lateral relations as well as rebuilding the confidence within SAARC.

· There are several bilateral issues with India, according to Bangladesh, that need to be resolved. These include India’s proposed river-linking mega project involving common rivers, sharing the waters of common rivers, implementation of the 1996 Ganges Treaty, Implementation of land boundary demarcation under the 1974 Land Demarcation Agreement, delimitation of maritime boundary, India’s fencing of the international land boundary and the ‘illegal’ presence of millions of Bangladeshis in India.

· Promotion of foreign direct investment in the sub region from sources within the sub region through, among others, framing of necessary regulations; Tracking and promoting deployment of proper infrastructure at and around Land Customs Stations (LCS) to facilitate easy movement of consignments across borders; and simplification of visa norms; Evaluation of the state of connectivity between Bangladesh and NE states of India along with detailing of modalities for facilitating improvement in such connectivity; to carry out two different studies: Benefits going to different countries such as India, Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh from transit and trans-shipment; and  Need for border infrastructure and patterns of trade at the LCS.

7. Concluding Remakrs
Before establishing a good trading relationship, it is important to merge the political gaps between the two countries which can construct confidence of the governments as well as the private investors. Both the countries have long outstanding political issues like water sharing, border fixing, exchange of enclaves, war on terror and so on which have become a barrier for smooth trading relation. On the other hand keeping in mind the highness of Indian diplomatic efficiency, Bangladesh government should take necessary footstep to building the capacity for economic diplomacy. Of necessity, the centerpiece of Bangladesh's diplomacy has to be economics, whether it is reflected in labour, garments, food trade, energy investment, or infrastructure development. Considering this factors, our domestic political structures should be revisited by emphasizing economic statecrafts. 
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