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Introduction
Bangladesh commenced her journey and strives for democracy since her birth as ‘East Pakistan’. After a 24 year of political, social, cultural and economic repression period, after a 9 month long bloody war, through an indescribable suffering we gained our freedom where we would have our own sovereignty, value our all people, their opinion and practice democracy everywhere. Apparently, fight for democracy ended in 1971 after gaining the liberation. We dreamt of a democratic Bangladesh where everybody would spontaneously express their opinion, vote for whom they want, say what they think. But the reality was different than we assumed. Several times Bangladesh has been stumbled in her journey to democracy. May be these were intentional or may be these were just outcome of the incidents. Whatever these were, Bangladesh suffered. Even after 42 years of liberation, still we are suffering and striving for democracy.
Democracy
Before entering into the main discussion about ‘state of democracy in Bangladesh’, a little theoretical talk about democracy may ease understanding the particular concept.
Lexicographically, the term ‘Democracy’ is derived from the 2 Greek Words which are ‘Demos’ and ‘Kratos’. The earlier means ‘the People’ while the later means ‘Power’. So, democracy means ‘Power of the People’.
Political scientists and sometimes politicians defined democracy from their own points of view. Some of the familiar definitions may be quoted in order to get clear concept about democracy.
· The most familiar definition is given by the President Abraham Lincoln where he says, “It is a government of the people, by the people and for the people”.
· Dicey says, “Democracy is a form of government in which the governing body is a comparatively large fraction of the entire nation.”
· Bryce defines, “Democracy is that form of government in which the rulling power of state is legally vested, not in any particular class or classes but in the members of the community as a whole.”

· Gettell thinks, “Democracy is that form of government in which the mass of the population possesses the right to share in the exercise of sovereign power.”
Analyzing the above definitions, we can say that democracy is the form of government in which the sovereign power of the state lies on the hands of the people and the people are the sources of the state power and the people take part in the government directly or through their representatives.
It is the government of the majority and the majority safeguards the interests of the people. However, interests of minority are not ignored in democracy.
There are some indicators of democracy. If these exist, democracy seems to be strong. They are: Civil rights, economic and social rights, civil and political participation, political parties, free and fair elections, rule of law, military and police control, government accountability, autonomous judiciary, media and government responsiveness.
State of Democracy in Bangladesh
Brief History:
Democracy in Bangladesh has faltered many times after 1971. The first lurch appeared in 1974 when the then Sheikh Muzib led Awami League government established ‘Bakshal’ aiming at holding ruling power forever. They banned all newspapers except the four controlled by the government. After the assassination of Sheikh Muzib with almost his entire family, when the whole country was in a political darkness, Late President Ziaur Rahman revived democracy through creating space for political parties and media. But again we saw hit on democracy. After the assassination of President Ziaur Rahman, Bangladesh went through the autocratic regime of Lieutenant General Ershad till 1990. It was nothing but a complete dictatorial regime for Bangladesh. The movement against Ershad started in 1983 and gained momentum in 1987 and finally extremely was intensified in 1990. Finally Ershad was bound to handover the power through a free and fair election under the supervision of Chief Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed. Ershad’s resignation marked a watershed in Bangladesh’s political history. It is perceived as a victory for democracy and constitutional rule. Bangladesh was moving forward smoothly through democracy. Meanwhile, in 1996, BNP established caretaker government system and incorporated in the constitution honoring the mass political demand. But again after 10 years, democracy stumbled seriously. For almost 2 years, Bangladesh was out of democratic track. Political leaders were imprisoned, Political space was shut down, after all democracy was at stake. In name of caretaker government, Army ruled Bangladesh for almost 2 years. In 2008, through the 9th parliamentary election, it seemed that democracy was restored.
Current Scenario:
The above mentioned indicators of democracy must exist and be practiced in order to ensure democracy in a country. After the 9th parliamentary election, we saw a hope of mature democratic practice but unfortunately it faded out gradually.
· 15th Amendment in the Constitution: Abolition of caretaker government system was not in the manifesto of Awami League. Bangladesh is yet to have the political trust among the political parties where they can go for election under partisan government. In this consideration, caretaker government system was a fruitful and trustworthy system of election. There may be arguments over this form of poll time government but it was an acceptable and important tool for us in order to organize free, fair, credible and inclusive election. After we re-enter into democratic journey in 1991, 4 elections have been held under caretaker government and transitions of power were smooth. However, after coming into power, Awami League suddenly abolished the system of caretaker government by Supreme Court and threw the country into a fluctuation.
· Repression on Opposition: Political party is the key player in a democratic country. But what we are seeing is that the major opposition has no value and importance to the government. After abolishing the caretaker government system, the major political party BNP along with the 18 party alliances started their movement to push the government to reincorporate caretaker system. But Government continued to repress the opposition. Government has invaded in the party offices, imprisoned the top leaders and activists, several leaders were disappeared forcibly. False litigation, regular harassment, torturing on street etc. have become the everyday affairs for the opposition.
· Lack of Political Space: The opposition political parties do not have sufficient political space to express their opinion and carry out their activities. Thousands of civil people were arrested and harassed during the ‘Cholo cholo Dhaka cholo’ program. The whole country was halted. Dhaka was entirely isolated from rest of the districts. Nobody could enter in or move out freely. People suffered ineffably. Peaceful strikes were full of bullets, tear shells, sound bombs, water cannons etc. arms fired by the armed forces. Almost every procession is dismantled. People are not allowed to come out on street to participate in anti-government program. ‘March for Democracy’ was entirely impeded. Political leaders are regularly put in jail. Horizontal blocks by the sand trucks have been made before the gate of BNP chairperson so that she cannot go for political program. After all, minimum political space is not provided for the opposition. They are quite away of having the opportunity of political participation.
· Excessive Foreign Engagement: We have seen excessive foreign engagement in our domestic politics which is not good sign for us at all. Their direct and utmost engagement denotes our political weakness. Particularly, India’s open intervention threatens our sovereignty. Several times, India showed and conveyed their moral and direct support for a particular political party. Just before the election, Indian foreign secretary Sujata Sing’s rapid visit to Bangladesh and interaction with particular political party menaces our political sovereignty and diplomatic courtesy.
· Extorted Election: A free and fair election is one of the key pre requisites for democracy. But the 10th national parliamentary election was highly rigged and extorted. Although there were talks and some initiatives about arranging dialogues between the two major political parties regarding the election to have credibility and inclusiveness; nevertheless, neglecting all pressures and mass demands, Awami League organized and ran the election on January 5, 2014. It was nothing but a manipulation of power. This is why Bangladesh still needs the caretaker government system for the election and poll time. Awami League have confirmed their next government almost one month before the election through ‘winning’ 153 constituencies. On the Election Day, only 5-10% votes have been casted. More than 50 million voters were deprived of the opportunity to cast their votes.
· Forming New Government: Without abrogating the 9th parliament, newly ‘elected’ 292 members of parliaments took their oath for 10th parliament which is totally contradictory to the constitution. Moreover, they have formed government although the prior parliament continues to January 24, 2014.  It created a complex constitutional debate. The ruling party is just using the constitution for their own need which is very detrimental for democracy and a democratic country.
· Prohibition and Subjugation on Media: Free media is one of the pre requisites for democracy. But in the last few years, government has forbidden many electronic and print media. New ICT act has been passed in the parliament where indirectly any anti-government expression may be considered as crime and subject to punishment of jail and fine both.  3 renowned electronic media which are Channel 1, Islamic TV and Diganta TV have been banned and 2 renowned print media which are the Daily Amar Desh and the Daily Inqilab have been stopped publishing. Editor of the Daily Amar Desh has been arrested and punished brutally.  Talk shows and what would be discussed are controlled by the government. Many social networking sites have been stopped several times. Many online bloggers have been arrested due to antigovernment write ups.
· Rights Violation: Civil rights are very much significant for democracy. But people in Bangladesh are currently deprived of this opportunity. A large dimension of discrimination is noticed. For example, a group of people have carried out their movement smoothly at Shahbagh demanding the death sentence of the alleged war criminals. They were secured by the police in deed. But two months later, at the same time, simultaneously with Shahbagh, when Hefazat-E-Islam came out with their demands; they were directly shot. 
· No Indicator Is Seen: Not any one of the indictors of democracy is seen right now in Bangladesh. Endemic corruption encircles the whole administration. Transparency and accountability is not maintained. Rule of law along with military and police is wholly manipulated. Forced disappearance of political leaders and activists, extra judicial killings etc. are in lime light in threatening democracy. Judiciary is not seen performing their duties accordingly. Too much foreign engagement has been seen in the last year in our domestic politics. End of the day, Democracy is seriously at stake.
Conclusion
If these disorders continue, some political parties or people may win. But ultimately, democracy will be defeated, Bangladesh will be defeated, sovereignty will be lost. The 10th parliamentary election would be called legitimate constitutionally but keeping away the major opposition party along with other 27 political parties and more than 50 million voters, an election cannot be democratic at all. In order to revitalize democracy, we have to work together with solidarity. Political awareness must be developed among the young generation. They have to play responsible role in order to revive democracy. Sense of democracy must grow fast among the mass people. Everybody should take part in revitalizing democracy. Political parties need sufficient political space so that they can carry out their political activities. Foreign engagement in domestic politics must slow down.  People don’t want to see another fight for democracy. Already hundreds of people have been killed. Thousands of people have been wounded. Millions of people are suffering. Nothing more is needed. There must be meaningful dialogue between the two major political parties in order to arrange a free, fair, transparent, credible and inclusive election. This must be the most important task for the ruling government for sake of democracy. 
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