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Introduction
One of the most notable threats for Bangladesh which shakes her ideological sovereignty is nothing but ‘Fundamentalism’. For the last few years, it has been roaming around our psychological environment through its extensive material implementation in our political society. On the other hand, the word ‘fundamentalism’ is also been abused to blame and vilify political opposition in our power politics of Bangladesh. No matter what harmful incident takes place, political parties start to vituperate each other and at the end of the day, we retire from this game by pointing at that the fundamentalists have done this. But is it the really conclusion to all of these? However, we often also mingle ‘fundamentalism’ with ‘extremism’. Even sometimes we only mean fundamentalism means ‘religious fundamentalism’. Some people never want to get it in mind that fundamentalism is only confined within religious fundamentalism. In the era of sustainable development and being a member of the developing countries, Bangladesh has been facing many challenges of fundamentalism while we end up our duties and responsibilities after blaming them. In this paper, I would like to discuss about the concept of fundamentalism with a brief touch on extremism to have a better understanding about the earlier. The paper will discuss about the challenges of fundamentalism in Bangladesh and at the end, the role of youth in facing it will be hashed out.
Conceptual Discussion
Fundamentalism:
The word ‘fundamentalism’ has often been used and expressed in a pejorative sense. For facility of understanding can we term the embattled and frequently intolerant religiosity as fundamentalism? One could raise such a question as the myth of the supposed fanatical intolerance of Islam has become one of the accusatory ideas of the West. One immediately thinks about the Middle East and Islam, but the term ﬁrst appeared in U.S. Protestant circles, regarding a movement that developed prior to World War I whose followers occasionally referred to themselves as ‘fundamentalists’. It is a late 19th-20th century Protestant movement. It was a reaction against the assault of rationalist criticism initially launched by German scholars whose intent was to undermine the Christian belief in the inerrancy of the Bible.
According to George M. Marsden, “Fundamentalism is the demand for a strict adherence to orthodox theological doctrines usually understood as a reaction against modernist theology” as he wrote it in 1980 in his writing ‘Fundamentalism and American Culture’.
Fundamentalism is a global fact and has surfaced in every major faith in response to issues and problems of modernity. There is fundamentalist Judaism, fundamentalist Christianity, fundamentalist Hinduism, fundamentalist Buddhism, fundamentalist Sikhism, and even fundamentalist Confucianism.
Extremism:
The term ‘extremism’ is usually pejorative but it is sometimes used in a purely descriptive sense referring simply to a viewpoint that is inconsistent with existing norms rather than implying that the extremist position constitutes a threat to the society, government, mainstream morality etc. It is the ideology particularly in politics or religion, considered to be far outside the mainstream attitudes of a society or to violate common moral standards. In liberal societies, individuals or groups that advocate the replacement of democracy with a more authoritarian regime are labelled extremists. They are usually contrasted with centrists or moderates. Political agendas perceived as extremist often include those from the far left or far right, as well as radicalism, reactionism, fundamentalism and fanaticism.
Why The Fundamentalism Is An Important Issue for Bangladesh?
From the conceptual discussion, it has been understood that fundamentalism is a tiny part of extremism. To say more clearly, extremism derives from fundamentalism. So if the root can be eradicated, the tree will not grow out. Bangladesh is a country of many tribes and many religions. Constitutionally, everybody has the rights to avail his religious rights. On the other hand, to carry nationalist viewpoint in national ideology is a must for any citizen of this country. To bring all these on a similar platform Bangladesh can not be a non communal country, rather than Bangladesh needs to be a country with communal harmony. But this has been being threatened from 1999 to till now due to the spread of fundamentalism through out the country. The lurch appeared first when bomb explosion at the cultural program of Udichi took place on March 6, 1999 which killed 10 people and wounded 105 more visibly. Since then, So many attacks and invasion on cultural and communal harmony have been made. In name of religion, a group of people are spoiling our harmony for many years. Moreover, it has been destabilizing the peace and security along with the economic development through out the country. In addition, it has also been changing the psychological mind setup of the young generation and illiterate portion of people who are ignorant about the ins an outs of religion. In this circumstance, if we fail to face the challenges of fundamentalism altogether, Advancement of Bangladesh will definitely be obscure.
Fundamentalism in Bangladesh
Basically the religion based political parties are known as fundamentalist in Bangladesh. There are 10 (ten) religious based political parties in Bangladesh. These are Bangladesh Jamaet-e-Islami, Zaker Party, Bangladesh Tarikat Federation, Bangaldesh Khelaphat Andolon, Bangladesh Muslim League, Jamiat -e Ulama -e Islam Bangladesh, Islamic Front Bangladesh, Islami Oikko Jot, Khelafat Majlish, and Islami Andolon Bangladesh. Many of them have student wings like Islami Chatra Shibir of Bangladesh Jamaet-e-Islami. On the other hand we also have a number of militant extremist groups in Bangladesh. According to the renowned economist Dr. Abul Barakat, the number is 50 all over the Bangladesh and among them Jamiatul Mujahedin Bangladesh (JMB) is the most dangerous. Because of the Islamist terrorism, 494 cases of fatalities have taken place from 2005 to 2014 (Information retrieved from http://www.satp.org). During 2013-2014, 429 cases were occurred among the above mentioned 494. This graph shows how severe the situation is. Moreover, religious intolerance is also growing up rapidly. The religious minorities of the country are feeling threat for prosecution and domination of majority religious community. The right to life, right to liberty and the right to worship are in the brink.
Challenges of Fundamentalism
Apart from the question whether fundamentalism is good or bad, the impact of fundamentalism in Bangladesh is not good at all. It throws a lot of challenges in front of us.
· Breaking Down of Communal Harmony: Bangladesh should have been a country of communal harmony. Even during the liberation war in 1971, people irrespective of religion or tribe fought for this country. But after 42 years of liberation, Bangladesh sees how the temples are burnt and annihilated, how the mosques are kept restrained from prayer, how the people fear to perform their religious rituals. It denotes the break down of communal harmony. Moreover, this scenario may lead to communal conflict in the very near future.
· Communal Violence: For the last couple of years, communal violence has rapidly climbing up the graph of deterioration. Attacks on temples in several places including Ramu, Cox’s Bazar are the result of religious fundamentalism in Bangladesh. Moreover, after the 10th national parliament election, thousands of minority people have been tortured and their livelihoods have been looted.
· Psychological Detriment: Fundamentalists have their own striking and working force which they regular update and upgrade. Naturally, they always try to increase their members and they brainwash of their targeted people. How would it be felt to think about a large group of people who are standby to commit suicidal attack any time or ready for bomb explosion on a vehicle? If they outreach to their targeted people extensively, it will not be so far to call Bangladesh as a fundamentalist country.
· Political Risk: The problem with them about politics is a political party can do elections, can run their campaign, can build their public support, can spread their messages, and can do everything what a political party can do. If the ideology of the fundamentalists collides with the nationalist ideology of Bangladesh, it creates tremendous risk for our ideological sovereignty.
· Challenges for Education: Fundamentalism put challenges for education from 2 sides. The first one is that they are against the running education system. They frequently criticise the combined education system in Bangladesh and put threats against it. On the second hand, since the education system is not capable enough to look over what is taught to the students inside the classroom, the fundamentalist can easily misinterpret the information and throw their philosophy to the kids’ brain.
· Hampering Development: Fundamentalism is a big tool of hampering our development. It is not only economic development but also includes social, cultural and political development. In the last couple of years, the loss has become beyond imagination. Economic loss may be calculated or visible. But the hindrance due to fundamentalism towards social, cultural and political development is not visible and measurable. The may be revealed years or decades after 2014 while the next generations will be the light bearer of the society. But there will be no way out if we can not take steps right now.
· Fundamentalism in Power Politics: In our political practice, we hardly leave any opportunity to vilify our political opposition. Nowadays, fundamentalism has become one of the most effective tools to defeat or defame our political opposition. No matter who is rightist or leftist, the ideology is abused by the opposition. Nobody cares whether it is ‘Islamism’ or ‘Mujibism’ or ‘Nationalism’; extreme abuse of it in name of the political activists’ cleares the way to win votes.
Is It Really A Challenge?
In my sense, fundamentalism is merely a political tool in Bangladesh which is used to gain votes and gaining power. The challenge is to face fundamentalism through our nationalist viewpoint. A nation must have its own national ideology both in the constitution and in the practice. If the ideology varies among the political parties, the other will take over the vacant place. Political ideology may differ with one another. But in question of ideological sovereignty of nation, of our country; everybody should be nationalist as member of this nation. So the challenge is to have, to pursue one common national ideology. This ideology must have to be spread through the books from very primary level to higher level so that a kid grows up with this value. A nation supportive education curriculum can root out this problem very easily. If all the people have this common ideology and value, it will face and eradicate the fundamentalism as a challenge very soon.
The Role of Youth
Youth are almost 43% of the total population in Bangladesh. They are the major stake holders of our country. They are the key players to face any problem. Today’s youth are fast enough to keep them with the pace of globalization. They are efficient enough to solve a problem with the help of their sharp wit. In the question of fundamentalism, the youth have to play the key role.

· They have to motivate the people so that they are not overwhelmed with fundamental ideology.

· They have to carry out voluntary online campaign to keep people aware about the risk of fundamentalism.

· They have to take part in patriotic activities more and more so that the other people feel encouraged.
· They have to aware the children, the next generation who are following them about the detriment of fundamentalism.
· They have to avoid the fundamentalist in politics and in all other sectors.

· They have to bear and show the nationalist feelings in all their activities.
Thus the youth can take part in facing the challenges of fundamentalism. But not only must the youth, all people from all spheres of society come forward to face the challenge and to stop abusing ideology. 
Conclusion
Bangladesh is not only of the youths, not only of the politicians, not only of any particular group of people. Everybody has the responsibility, has his own duty towards this country. Political parties must be aware of their national responsibility when they fix their political ideology. They should be alert all the time so that no detrimental value can grow up in the society. Policy makers must have to keep in mind that Bangladesh is geo-politically very significant player in international politics. No foreign or external pushing or influence should be allowed which may fuel or gear up fundamentalism or extremism. A sharp bird’s eye view always must be looking after our ideological sovereignty. It needs a collaborative cooperation of all people of our country. Only then the challenges of fundamentalism would face and defeated valiantly. 
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