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India is running its 16th Lok Sabha (Lower House) election, the longest polls in the country's history, starting from April 7 to May 12, 2014. The result will be declared on May 16 and a new government can be formed on May 31, 2014. These comprehensive voting phases take place in total number of 543 parliamentary constituencies under Election Commission of India (ECI). Earlier, the 15th Lok Sabha naturally expired its constitutional duration on May 31, 2014 of the year that was held in-between April-May 2009. Indian constitutional obligation requires the country to hold general election every five years later or the time when president dissolves the parliament in case. This gigantic election takes all about nine phases to better deal the larger electoral bases and security concerns.
This time, Bangladesh observes the developments of Indian National Election from different perspectives of analyses. Post-election stability in India will certainly favor sustain bilateral relationship with Bangladesh and other neighboring countries as well. Different popular surveys and analyses predict of Modi to be sworn in Delhi. In addition, the Congress thinks that Indians choose the party for so long as there were some surveys prove wrong predicting other party coming in power. Whatever the party is coming to swear, stomach country, Bangladesh cannot completely skip spillover effects resulting in changes in regime. Seemingly the types and patterns of bilateral ties are supposed to continue as same as previous when the Congress reelects its office again. However, the BJP's swearing in Delhi happens some capricious turns in dealing with Bangladesh.
For different reasons, the ruling government prefers Congress party to assume office in Delhi again. Primarily it wants to fledge its bondage with trusted and stable government led by the Congress to deal scores of pending issues; notable of them are Teesta water-sharing agreement, land demarcation, border killing, enclaves, maritime disputes etc. Because in 2009, the swearing in of the Awami League Party in Bangladesh and the Congress party in India have marked a congenital relationship along with their ongoing historical bondage creating a bilateral architecture in the respective countries. January 5 polls in Bangladesh outcomes controversies resulting in mono-party election. The election kept country's main opposition uncontested and so Awami League won overwhelming majority having 153 unopposed Mps in the National Parliament. It is blatantly argued that there was nothing undemocratic maneuvers to force the people either to boycott the polls or to cast their votes in favor of any parties. It is just constitutional arguments, not obviously of moral basis. 
The Congress-led India openly supported the disputed January 5 polls that enabled Awami League to sustain its ever consecutive second term while western countries  vilified the credibility of the election and urged  for further 'inclusive  election' for the citizens to exercise their democratic rights. The EU, USA, the Commonwealth and Russia were abstained to send their election observers terming the election as 'neither free nor fair'. However, India's Congress gave priority on 'Constitutional Obligations' breaking all pervious evidences of interferences. Why?
Prior to the  National Election in Bangladesh, the main oppositional alliance named BNP-led 18-party alliance gained victory over all city corporation elections and even after the National election, significant number of constituencies in sub-districts election were won by the main oppositions in early phases. Although ruling Awami League wins almost rest of the constituencies in allegedly counterfeit vote casting through muscle power.  
Despite these scenarios, Congress-led India recognized the ruling Awami League party in very early phase. Here it comes the question, If regime changes in Delhi, how secular Awami League deal with probably upcoming right-wing BJP, led by controversial Narenra Modi to decide over some lingering issues between the countries?  All past evidence shows that Bangladesh has never ever signed any water agreement either with the Congress or with the BJP-run government in New Delhi. In 1977, the Ganges Water Agreement was concluded with Morarji Desai led the Janata government and in 1996, Bangladesh signed Ganges Water Treaty with the United Front coalition government.  Moreover, the West Bengal's culture of dogging against continues either with centre government or with Bangladesh regarding long-standing water sharing issues. 
In Bangladesh, the ruling party is seriously interested to keep their eyes on Lok Sabha election. If Congress wins the polls, no significant changes will occur in bilateral relationship until Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) swears in Delhi responding huge popularity. Probable win of right wing BJP might have considerable consequences on Bangladesh in settling lingering bilateral issues like settling border disputes swiftly. Even some proposed deals like regional connectivity among Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh under the initiatives of Congress-led government may be nipped in the bud. BJP strongly denies settling any bilateral dispute as a single solution rather the party seeks to address all issues as a comprehensive solution including intrusion of Bangladeshis to Indian Northeastern Assam and West Bengal.  A political resolution was recently passed in BJP National Council Meeting in New Delhi. BJP sets a campaign agenda as 'Infiltration of illegal Bangladeshi to India’ to gain votes from Hindu Chauvinists from Eastern India marking the issues as 'Havoc' in Assam and 'Virtual Bangladesh' in West Bengal. Narendra Modi declares these problems of 'illegal Bangladeshi migrants' will be solved if his party, BJP comes in power. Nevertheless, deliberately, he welcomes Bangladeshi Hindus migrants to accommodate withdrawing away all detention camps. Modi thus creates a communal atmosphere and wants to influence such in Bangladesh persuading Bangladeshi Hindus to exodus their land.
However, analysts say Modi's populist rhetoric used in his filmy campaign can be changed once he is in power. Because geographical and economic realities are intended to rationalize to change, even his 'communal boom' and to adopt such policies to sustain his regime. Interestingly Modi apparently accused Chinese expansionist claims over India's territories. However, he allows Chinese investment. Despite of having belligerent USA-China relationship, China products swells US markets. Therefore, in this sense of view, Modi could be enough friendly to even strengthen its bilateral ties with geo-strategic Bangladesh. 
We never know how BJP would deal with Bangladesh if it was elected in the Indian national election.  But we expect that being professional in international dealing, India will withdraw its belligerent activities and decisions to be implemented where the winner political party of India will play the key role. However, Bangladesh has to manage its trading partnership with the country in the region. India's state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Company signed an oil exploration contract in the coast. At now, India enjoys its soaring development of trade in the recent history.
Role of India in Democracy of Bangladesh: 

Indian leadership needs to adopt a non-partisan policy promoting further election through constructive dialogue and understanding among major political parties in order to fledge democracy for regional stability and development. It is high time for India to rethink beyond its long-continued 'One-friend-policy' in Bangladesh. Because, India must concerns about the Bangladeshis' sentiment. The UN had repeatedly intervened urging the government to organize an all-party-participatory election allowing its citizens to exercise their rights. In addition, Western Block followed so. India needed to undertake the same stands. Today's world cannot forward without cooperation within the countries and as so outside the neighboring states. It could be a symbol of trusted friendship, if India would hear the hue of mass in Bangladesh. Whichever political party is in power in Bangladesh, it will help to sustain cooperative relationship with the significant neighbor, India.

Noted Indian Journalist Kuldip Nayar analyzed India's role on Jan 5 polls in Bangladesh providing some constructive guidelines for Indian government.  He remarked in his recent commentary articles named 'Pointless polls in Bangladesh', published on Jan 24, 2014, "New Delhi should have played a conciliatory role. Initially it did but it is now seen partisan. The anti-India feeling is spreading and the Hindu population, nearly 8 million is feeling the heat."
We want to assume that the winner political party that is going to form the government will maintain a good relationship with Bangladesh and will not interfere in our political mechanism. The people of Bangladesh would like to see India as a well wisher for the whole nation, not for a particular party or partisan.
Bilateral Land Dispute:
Indira-Mijib Friendship Treaty is supposed to recognize three kinds of land borders disputes between Bangladesh and India like un-demarcated border, enclaves and exclaves, and adversely possessed land (APL). The two countries have 6.5 km of un-demarcated border, 162 enclaves measuring a total of 24,268 acres and 6500 acres of adversely possessed land.  Articles 1 (12) and Article 3 of the Land Boundary Agreement of 1974 entitle that Bangladesh's enclaves in India and Indian enclaves in Bangladesh should be exchanged expeditiously and the people in the enclaves offered a choice of citizenship. In the mean time Mamata Banerjee, West Bengal's Chief Minister posed objections to implementing the boundary agreement in absence of her and West Bengal's approval. Jaswant Sing of BJP comments that BJP is not interested to amend the Indian Constitution to implement the land boundary agreement.
Apart from all the debates, there might be dispute over land between two countries who share the same boundary. However, it is very unfortunate for both the states to keep engaged in land disputes for long time. We expect that after the national election of India, the new government will cast its glance to this sensitive issue and will be cooperative enough to resolve the dispute peacefully and justifiedly.
Border Issue: 
Indiscriminate killing of Bangladeshis at Indo-Bangladesh frontier creates an atmosphere of embarrassment in-between relationship of the countries in recent years.  Human Rights Watch measures around 1,000 Bangladeshis have been killed at the frontier by so-called 'shoot-to-kill' policy from 2001 to 2013. Indian Foreign Ministers, BSF Chiefs and other officials numerously assured   Bangladesh on immediate stopping of border killing. Nevertheless, BSF does not pay any heed to innocents’ border crossers to shoot, contrary to saving illegal cattle traders. 
Recently the border casualties soared higher creating mass anger among Bangladeshis. In a response, BSF argued that mass exodus of illegal migrants and continued misused of illegal traders pose threats border security and security concerns. So responding to the issues, BSF shoot dead those illegal intruders in a guess that they might occur any subversive activities in the India Territory. So the rate of border casualties decrease so slowly in recent years. 
This border atrocity by Indian Border Security Forces (BSF) attributes another dimension of cyber war between the hackers of two countries victimizing the websites of BSF, National Information Centre and Trinamul Congress.  The Government of Bangladesh condemned the cyber attacks on Indian Websites, But who can trace out them?
However, we are not prepared anymore to see more killing and human rights violation in our border areas. We expect that the next government of India will successively stop the border killing and human rights violation in those areas as per the international norms and laws.
Enclaves and Exclaves Disputes: 

Enclaves and exclaves are supposed to be similar territory, unlike little differences based on their belongingness; one exists within while other stays outside sovereign state of the border. We called this scattered piece of land as 'Cithmahal'. 
Bangladesh claims a number of measures to be resolved by India in order to mitigate the border problem. Notable of them include  ensure free movement of enclave people, permit exchange of enclave people, undertake necessary measures for demarcation of the border line, refrain from pushing Bengali speaking Indian nationals into Bangladesh territory, adopt methods to check violation of the border by Indian civilians and BSF members, ban smuggling of Phensidyl (an intoxicating chemical) and drugs. India should ratify the Indira-Mujib Agreement (1974) to facilitate the demarcation of the remaining part of the border.
We hope that the next Indian government will avoid the aggressive neighboring attitude and will cooperate with Bangladesh to take and give over the enclaves and exclaves to each other and will face the border crime together in order to create and sustain a crime free border area between the two countries.
Maritime Disputes: 

Too-identified riverine country, Bangladesh is also a maritime nation opening to the South in the Indian Ocean through Bay of Bengal. The lingering disputes over territorial boundaries among Bangladesh, India and Myanmar result in as the countries disagree to two fundamental principles delineating these maritime boundaries. 
International Law states that the first 12 nautical miles from a country's baseline is termed as the 'territorial sea' where a country prevails over as its absolute sovereignty. The next 200 nautical miles is regarded as Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) where a country has special entitlement to explore and access sea resources. 
Bilateral talks with India started in 1974 and the negotiations continued for almost four decades. The delimitation of sea boundary could not be resolved bilaterally through negotiations because of the differences as to the methods to be applied to delimit the sea boundary. While Bangladesh insisted on applying the equitable method, India was firm about the equidistance method in drawing the boundary. The equidistant line is mostly applicable to opposite states (India-Sri Lanka).

It is argued that equidistant method cannot be applied in the case of Bangladesh and India because it distorts the boundary due to the double concavity of the coast of Bangladesh. Distorting means that the claimed sea areas of Bangladesh under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is cut-off by the boundary line of the neighbors from west and east, denying Bangladesh 12 mile-territorial sea, 200-mile exclusive economic zone and outer continental shelf beyond the 200-mile of sea-bed. In short, Bangladesh becomes a "sea-locked state". India did not accept the jurisdiction of International Tribunal as Myanmar did and opted for Arbitration Tribunal.
However, we hope that India will look over the issue again and will not forcibly deprive us from our maritime territory.
Bringing the conclusion on this issue, literally it is uncertain who may come to the power after Indian National Election but the prediction and reality usher that BJP has the stronger probability to form the government. Being as a neighboring country of India as well as a stomach country, we expect that the Indian cooperation to Bangladesh will continue with more positive and collaborative manner. We expect about the peaceful and win-win solution of several bilateral problems between Bangladesh and India from the upcoming government of India. We also anticipate that border killing and human rights violation regarding the border will end at the soonest time along with other controversial issues.
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