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Impasse Over Poll-Time Govt

Dialogue way out
Staff Correspondent 

Most of the participants in a roundtable yesterday stressed on dialogue between the ruling and opposition parties to resolve the ongoing political impasse over the form of a poll-time government as well as saving the country from imminent danger.

Mahmudur Rahman Manna, convener of civil society platform Nagorik Oikya, however, called for a change in the political arena as he found people disappointed with both the parties.
“The new generation should raise voice against the political culture…They have to think in a new way. If it is not done, there is no solution,” said Manna, once a top leader of the Awami League.
South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS), claiming itself to be a voluntary and charitable organisation, organised the roundtable, “National Parliament Election of Bangladesh: Expectation and Reality”, in the capital’s Jatiya Press Club.
Prof Dilara Chowdhury, who presented the keynote paper, said an election “without integrity and exclusiveness” would not only undermine the country’s democracy but also throw the country into turmoil and violence.
“We hope that the major political parties have responsibilities towards the nation and they would rise above their egos and petty interests…If this is not done, the leadership should take note of the danger signal ahead,” she added.
Eminent journalist Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury said the “key players of the political spectrum” should play a “historic role” to solve the present political deadlock.
Former election commissioner M Sakhawat Hussain said the two big political parties should sit immediately to resolve the crisis.
He said the Election Commission should have played a vital role amid such crisis.
Prof Syed Anwar Husain of Dhaka University said he did not find any difference between the present Election Commission and the commission led by Justice MA Aziz.
“Personally, I have no trust in this Election Commission,” he added.
Eminent journalist Sadek Khan, Prof Pias Karim and Maj (retd) Niaz Ahmed Jaber, among others, spoke while NM Sajjadul Hoque, general secretary of SAYPPS, moderated and presided over the programme.

