Call for participatory elections

Staff Correspondent 
Some eminent citizens at a roundtable on Friday expressed concern about the national election held on January 5 saying that another election should be held soon to establish a ‘genuinely representative government.’
Former Dhaka University vice-chancellor Emajuddin Ahmed, DU teacher Syed Anwar Hossain, journalist Sadek Khan and BRAC university teacher Piash Karim, among others, spoke at the roundtable that the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society organised at the National Press Club on Friday.
Emajuddin said that the government formed after the January 5 elections was below standard as most of the members of the parliament had not been elected.
‘When the ninth parliament was formed with 87 per cent votes, the 10th parliament has seen 153 candidates being elected uncontested and the remaining 143 candidates being elected with 40 per cent votes,’ he said.
‘It is a government but below standards,’ he said. ‘How could MPs speak in the parliament before the 16 crore people? Do they have any moral right?’
‘The Awami League even did not say sorry for its failure to hold participatory elections,’ Emajuddin said.
Syed Anwar said that democracy in the country was threatened because of the ‘authoritarianism of politicians.’
‘Politicians come to power for the sake of power. They do not feel eager to establish or practise democracy. They rule with authoritarianism and they don not want to establish democratic institutions — democratic election commission, judiciary, or democratically functioning political parties,’ he said.
Sadek Khan said that the prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, had won but people had lost through the 10th general elections.
He said the credible elections should be held now but the Awami League was determined to continue in power for five years, which would be contrary to democratic spirit.
Piash Karim said that the country had embarked on a perilous journey with the January 5 elections. He said that the continuation of the new parliament would be undemocratic and autocratic.
‘No autocratic regime continues for long — of Ayub, Ershad or BKSAL. The government will tumble because of a mass uprising and that would be a huge debacle,’ he said. 

