Fundamentalism emerges as major threat to country
Speakers tell roundtable
→ Staff Correspondent

Some Islamist parties are using Islam as a political tool by misguiding people, but only youths of the country can play a key role in rooting out fundamentalism from the country, speakers told a roundtable on Friday.

They also said it is a matter of great sorrow that fundamentalists are actually harming Islam in the name of establishing Islam.

The speakers came up with such observation at a roundtable on “Challenges of Fundamentalism in Bangladesh” organised by South Asia Youth For Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) at the National Press Club in the capital.

Lt Gen (retd) Md Mahbubur Rahman, standing committee member of BNP, Dr Syed Anwar Husain, professor of history department of DU, Mahmudur Rahman Manna, convener of Nagorik Oikya, Abdul Hannan, former secretary, Sadek Khan, journalist and columnist, Jaglul Ahmed, journalist and columnist, Ruby Amatullah, writer and human rights activist, and Professor Md Shahiduzzaman, among others, spoke at the meeting.

In his speech, Mahbubur Rahman said, “Fundamentalists are creating a wrong perception among the youths about religion.”

Prof Anwar Husain said, “Some Islamic parties do not abide by the basic principles of Islam and they use it as a political tool, which creates room for fundamentalism. So they emerge as a major threat to the country and Islam.”

Mahmudur Rahman Manna termed fundamentalism “a wrong concept” as militant quarter does not cherish the principles of Islam because there is no room for militancy in Islam.

Zunaid Al Mamun, associate researcher of SAYPPS, read out the keynote paper at the meeting.

Citing the reference of a noted economist, the study said some 50 extremist groups are active in Bangladesh and of them Jama’atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) is the most dangerous outfit.

It also cited that 494 cases of fatalities have taken place from 2005 to 2014 because of Islamist terrorism and of them 429 cases occurred during 2013-14.

Students from public and private universities attended the programme, which was presided over by Prof Dr Dilara Choudhury, eminent political scientist.

