‘Fundamentalism’ used for political gains: speakers 

Staff Correspondent
Intellectuals, academics, politicians and journalists on Friday said ‘fundamentalism’ is often used to reap political gains.
They also said the radical Islamists were basically harming Islam by resorting to extremism and terrorism in the name of religion.
They made these observations at a roundtable discussion titled ‘Challenges of Fundamentalism in Bangladesh and the Role of Youth’ organised by South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society at the National Press Club in the capital.
The speakers urged the youth to come forward to fight against social atrocities, militancy and extremism. 
Dhaka University teacher and historian Syed Anwar Hossain said the ‘so-called’ Islamists political parties of the country actually believe in ‘fanaticism’ rather in ‘fundamentalism’.
‘Political parties like Jamaat are detached from the base and they are harmful for society, nation and the country,’ he said.
Meanwhile, journalist and columnist Sadek Khan said militancy and fundamentalism were not the same.
Using religions as the tools of politics is unethical, said Nagarik Oikya convener Mahmudur Rahman Manna.
Bangladesh Nationalist Party standing committee member Mahbubur Rahman termed the ‘fundamentalism’ a creation of the western world.
Presiding over the session, former Jahangirnagar University professor Dilara Chowdhury said, ‘Fundamentalism was not present in our country’s history; rather it emerged right after the 9/11.’
Among others, former caretaker government adviser Maj Gen (retd) Ruhul Alam Chowdhury and senior journalist Jaglul Ahmed Chowdhury addressed the roundtable.
