Govt’s accountability needed for democracy
Government’s accountability to the people is necessary to ensure democracy, observed speakers at a roundtable in the city yesterday. People vote their representatives to power but the government often turns their master; this cannot be a democracy, noted a speaker. The roundtable titled ‘Challenges of Democracy in Bangladesh’ was organised by South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society at the VIP lounge of National Press Club. Eminent political scientist Professor Dr Ataur Rahman presented the keynote paper while noted political scientist Prof Dr Dilara Choudhury, Lieutenant General (Retd.) Muhammad Mahbubur Rahman, standing committee member of BNP, ASM Abdur Rab, president of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, Mahbubur Rahman Manna, convener of Nagorik Oikya, and Shahadat Hossain Selim, joint secretary general of Liberal Democratic Party, spoke at the discussion. Ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman, chairman of Centre for Foreign Affairs Studies, was in the chair. ASM Abdur Rab said, “The politicians in our country don’t want new leadership. That’s why, in the last twenty years, no arrangement has been made for DUCSU election. The politicians tend to make a new colony of familynism (nepotism).” “People fought against the Pakistan military rule to free Bangladesh from East Pakistan but it became East Bangla. We did not get the independence,” he added. “The government said they were holding the election under compulsion to protect the constitution but after the election they exploited the nation and settled down in power permanently. Now they’re planning to stay in power until 2041,” he commented. Mahbubur Rahman, standing committee member of BNP, in his speech said, “The government has to remain accountable to the people of the country to ensure democracy.”  “The government has to strengthen four pillars of a state to hold up democracy. But we can see one person is holding all power,” he added. “Recently, the government has throttled the media which we call fourth pillar of a state. So there is no one to talk against the wrongdoings of the godfathers of the country,” Mahbub said.
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