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Govt should develop consensus on deals with India: seminar

Diplomatic Correspondent 
The government should develop a national consensus on issues to be dealt with India during the forthcoming visit of Indian prime minister, Manmohan Singh, to Dhaka, speakers at a seminar said on Thursday.

The government should hold discussions in the parliament and with the major political parties about the agreements to be signed with India, they said at the seminar on the forthcoming visit of Manmohan at the National Press Club.

The South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society organised the seminar.

Singh is scheduled to reach Dhaka on September 6 on a two-day visit at the invitation of his counterpart Sheikh Hasina.

The two countries are expected to sign several agreements on the sharing of water of the River Teesta and the River Feni, land boundary dispute settlement and and transit.

Dilara Chowdhury, a retired teacher of Jahangirnagar University, read out the keynote paper. Describing Singh's visit as a 'golden opportunity,' she said that the two governments needed to create a win-win situation for both the countries, especially for India, to instill trust in the heart and mind of the people in Bangladesh.

Shahedul Anam Khan, defence and strategic affairs editor of the Daily Star, said, 'Bangladesh has done its bit including addressing India's security concerns.

'But India has given a bag full of nothing,' he said, adding that it is time for India to deliver.

'Strategic values of transit should be used as our bargaining chip,' he added.

Journalist and columnist Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury said that it was the responsibility of the government to make people convinced about the agreements to be signed with India.

The New Nation editor, Mostafa Kamal Mojumder, said that physical security of Bangladesh would be threatened unless it failed to ensure due share of water of common rivers with India.

The New Age editor, Nurul Kabir, said that India was engaged in 'psychological oppression' against Bangladesh and its leadership.

India has embarrassed 'our prime minister' as India is yet to fulfill the commitments made to Bangladesh, he said.

He said that India's $1 billion line of credit 'is not a loan' to Bangladesh. 'It is business' (of India), he said.

Kabir said that India would not give anything unless Bangladesh could protect its own interests.

The political institutions in Bangladesh, and not India, are much responsible for the non-fulfillment of its interest, he said.

In a conflicting bipartisan political situation in Bangladesh, the 'non-reading, non-thinking political leadership' do not reach a consensus on any issue, he said.

Kabir said that the government should develop a national consensus and win people's mandate on issues to be dealt with India.

It should hold discussion in the parliament as well as in the parliamentary committees about the agreements to be signed during Singh's visit, he said.  

India should also work with all political parties in Bangladesh, he added.

The Daily Sun editor, Syed Anwar Hossain, stressed the need for developing a 'regime convergence' for a sustainable relationship between the two countries.

The Centre for Foreign Affairs Studies chairman, Ashfaqur Rahman, who presided over the seminar, said that the government should keep in consideration the maritime boundary issues when it settles deals on transit with India.

'Will we need to seek sea-transit from India if we lose (in arbitration on maritime boundary disputes with India and Myanmar)?' he said. 

Chittagong University teacher Faridul Alam and the SAYPPS president, Shabnam Azim, also spoke.

