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Solution to bilateral problems likely during Manmohan's visit: Speakers




The seminar on Upcoming Manmohan's Visit: Veracity and Prospects in progress. 

Speakers at a seminar Thursday expressed their hope over resolving of bilateral problems during Indian Premier Dr Manmohan Singh's upcoming visit in Bangladesh despite there being lots of disagreements between the two countries. 

The distinguished discussants said since the visit of Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to India last year, people of the country have been looking forward to resolving of the age-old problems with the biggest neighbour.

"But people's hope faded away as the Indian side did not take enough initiatives to resolve the problems," said the speakers while taking part in discussion on the key-note paper titled "Expectations from the Summit of Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to be held during September 6-9, 2011." 

The paper was presented by Prof Dr Dilara Chowdhury, a former professor of Department of Government & Politics of Jahangirnagar University. 

The 14-page key-note paper touched almost all the aspects of relationships between India and Bangladesh. It also tried to find out ways to address all the problems. 

South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) organised the seminar titled "Upcoming Manmohan's Visit: Veracity and Prospects".

Centre for Foreign Affairs Studies chairman ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman moderated the seminar. 

Participating in the discussion, the Daily Sun Editor Dr Syed Anwar Husain said the country does not have an India policy or even a foreign policy, which is a matter of great sorrow. 

He said, "We have not been able to take our share from India. It is not India's fault; rather it is our failure."

Mr Husain said, "Our diplomats need to be more capable and dynamic to win over arguments with foreign countries." 

New Age Editor Nurul Kabir said, "We did not create any problem with India, rather India made all the current problems. India has given us nothing, which it has been promising for long."

About the US$ 1.0 billion loan from India, he said, "This is not donation or charity. It is pure business. It is investment with the calculation of withdrawing the same with maximum profit." 

Nurul Kabir said, "We are loser in the context of India-Bangladesh relationship because of the failure of our political leaders and institutions. What India is doing is right for them or any other country. We have never reached a national consensus over any issue with our biggest neighbour, India."

He also said, "It is not wise to be against India only to oppose India. India is a glaring reality to us. We have to admit and keep it in mind."

He urged to make public all the agreements signed earlier and will be signed in the future with India. "People want to know what is in the agreements and it is their right."

New Nation Editor Mostafa Kamal Mozumdar said, "We have to be cautious during signing of any agreement over water with India." 

Defence and Strategic Affairs Editor of the Daily Star Brig Gen (retd) Shahedul Anam Khan said the upcoming visit of Manmohan is of the highest profile in the last 12 years and it is much-awaited. 

He said Bangladesh has done enough relating to India. Now, it is time for India to deliver. Bangladesh has tried to solve all of India's problems centring it in recent years. Bangladesh Prime Minister has taken a great risk to do so. 

"But India has given us nothing. Yet, we want to be optimistic over Manmohan's visit," he added.

Shahedul Anam Khan said it would not be inappropriate to want fees from India for facilitating transit, corridor or transshipment - whatever we call it. 

He also said transit is not a new issue for us. It was mentioned in the Mujib-Indira treaty in 1972. The treaty said land, river or rail would be used for the movement of goods from the one country to another country. 

He preferred to call it transit as Nepal, Bhutan or other neighbouring countries have been included in the process of regional connectivity.

Senior journalist and columnist Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury said this visit of Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh is momentous and we have been waiting for it for long. 

"It is also very significant as a number of high profile visits occurred from India including UPA chairman Sonia Gandhi preceding Manmohan's visit," he added. 

He said Bangladesh can achieve many things from this summit through successful discussion. 

Mr Chowdhury said before finalising anything about transit the government has to convince people that the country would be benefited from this facilitation which is much-talked-about, controversial and sensitive.

He said in this age of communication no nation can close its door for the neighbours. He also ruled out any illegal migration to India from Bangladesh.

Faridul Alam, a professor of International Relations of Chittagong University, said it would not be proper to be emotional over India's role of 1971. We have to be more realistic in protecting our national interest. 

In the key-note paper, Prof Dilara Chowdhury said the Bangladesh-India relationship got a new phase when ruling Awami League came to power in 2009 with a landslide victory. Through the ensuing summit bilateral relations are expected to be boosted further.
