‘Address Kashmir issues to ensure peace and stability in South Asia’→ DU Correspondent
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Speakers at a seminar on Thursday said addressing the core issues of Kashmir holds the key to good ties, peace and stability in South Asian regions.

Terming Kashmir the wounded leg of Asians, they urged the stakeholders concerned to solve the long-standing dispute for advancing peace and stability in South Asia.

They said this at a seminar on “Kashmir Issue and Unrest in South Asia” organised by South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) at RC Majumdar Arts Auditorium at Dhaka University.

The speakers said lack of trust between India and Pakistan over the issue is an obstacle to peace and prosperity of this region.

Quoting the Kashmir issue as the vital cause of unrest in South Asia, they suggested effective regionalism and cooperation to achieve long-lasting peace in the region.

In his address Dr Syed Anwar Husain, editor of daily sun, said only the right of the people of Kashmir to govern themselves may resolve the issue.

He stressed the need for self-determination in Kashmir.

“The Kashmiri people should hold the final key to their future,” he added.

Citing the example of European Union and ASEAN which have solved their intrastate conflict through cooperation, the editor said the Kashmir dispute may be resolved by ensuring consensus among the South Asian countries under the right type of leadership, if necessary, with third party facilitation.

Ashfaqur Rahman, chairman of Center for Foreign Affairs Studies, said the future of Kashmir and solution to the dispute does not lie in hands of India or Pakistan rather in young generation of South Asians including the ones from Kashmir.

Political risk analyst Subhan Choudhury read out the keynote paper on the occasion.

Presided over by Prof Dr Delwar Hossain, chair of the Department of International Relations, DU, former state minister for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury, SAYPPS (R.C.) president Shabnam Azim, chief reporter of the Independent Mir Mostafizur Rahman and political scientist Prof Dilara Chowdhury spoke at the seminar.
