Call to resolve Kashmir dispute
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Academics and political analysts at a seminar in the city on Thursday emphasised resolving the longstanding ‘Kashmir dispute’, aiming to establish peace in South Asia, reports UNB. They said the most critical problem that divides the South Asia is Indo-Pakistan conflict, hampering peace and progress in the region. The South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) organised the seminar titled ‘Kashmir Issue and Unrest in South Asia’ at Dhaka University’s RC Mojumdar Arts Auditorium.
Speaking on the occasion, former State Minister for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan Choudhury said many innocent people have lost their lives due to the long-running conflict in Kashmir.  He said there is no doubt that Kashmir is a wonderful place, but the conflict has taken its toll on so many historic places there and overall Kashmir is on the verge of destruction.
Political analyst Subhan Chowdhury said more and more Kashmiri youths are attempting to commit suicide due to the longstanding conflict in the region.
“This has been a growing phenomenon and recent reports have shown that since January 2011, about 35 young people, both men and woman, made attempts to commit suicide in Handara and Kupara district of north Kashmir,” he said.  Subhan said it is related to the larger social, economic and political dimension of the region as it lurches from one phase of violence and strife. “Violence undermines Kashmir youth’s rights to sustainable livelihood and access to important services.” Daily Sun editor Prof Dr Sayed Anwar Husain said Kashmir problems can never be resolved by using the army. “It can be resolved only by its people and the governments of India and Pakistan.” 
Chairman of Centre for Foreign Affairs Studies Ashfaqur Rahman, New Age editor Nurul Kabir, New Nation editor Mostafa Kamal Mojumder were, among others, spoke at the seminar. 

