‘Ensure youths’ involvement in national dev’ 

DHAKA, DEC 5: Speakers at a seminar on Monday underlined the need for incorporating the youths in the country’s policymaking activities.  
They argued that the nation could not attain desired development without direct involvement of the youths, who are the most vibrant part of the society. The seminar titled ‘Roles and responsibilities of the youths towards safeguarding the national values, image and interests’ was held at RC Majumder Auditorium of the university.
Professor Syed Anwar Hossain, editor of the daily Sun, said the youths played glorious roles during the pre-independence period and in the liberation war of the country.
He blamed absence of proper social policies and guidelines for the lack of participation of the youths in the policymaking activities. 
Major General (Rtd) Ibrahim urged the youths to come forward to the nation- building process.
“If you (youths) do not want to be involved in the politics actively, you should be at least politically conscious,” he said, adding the elders of the society should ensure that the youths’ aspirations are reflected in the state policies.
Among others, Mostofa Kamal Mojumder,  editor of the New Nation, Nazneen Sultana, head of the Anthropology Department, Prof Ahmed Jamal Anwar of the Philosophy Department, chief reporter of The Independent Mir Mostafizur Rahman, Lecturer of the Peace and Conflict Department Saifuddin Ahmed addressed the function. 
In his keynote paper, Subhan Choudhury said the youth population, properly trained and motivated, can have a greater role in the  national development and safeguard the national values, image and interest. 
The state has to arrange non-party educational, social, recreational and religious activities for the benefit of the young people.
He also urged the youths to uphold national interests through discussion and debate on the coal, gas, transit and water issues.
