Democratisation of states stressed for youth dev
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The governments in all South Asian countries are responsible for producing and reproducing inequality, unemployment and gender discrimination and thereby hindering physical, psychological and intellectual development of the youths in the region, speakers said on Monday at a seminar in Dhaka.

Redefining democracy and developing youth movement across the region is essential for exploring full potential of the youths, they said.  

The South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society organised the seminar styled ‘Youth development and expectations from the SAARC governments’ at the CIRDAP auditorium.

‘One may find that youths of South Asia are getting enough help from their governments and their development and mobilisation are taking place in leaps and bounds. But the actual picture is far from the reality,’ Professor Dilara Choudhury, a retired teacher of Jahangirnagar University, said in keynote address at the seminar.

Young people, influenced by consumerism, western culture and ideas through electronic media, internet and market-oriented disciplines in their curricula in the tertiary educational, are becoming disoriented, she said. 

They are at a loss as they experience the disappearance of their traditional social and psychological safety-net, which has not been replaced by another paradigm, she said. 

She recommended adopting a uniform definition of youth across South Asia, ensuring quality education and eliminating gender discrimination and violence against young females at the earliest.  

Imtiaz Ahmed, department of international relations professor at Dhaka University, moderated the discussion.

He said mere ‘electoral democracy’ would not help overcome problem of the youths.

SAARC charter, which is highly governmental, ‘is not democratised’, he said. 

New Age editor Nurul Kabir stressed the need for redefining democracy and developing youth movement in undemocratic states across South Asia for exploring full potential of the youths.

Main reason for underdevelopment of youth, he said, ‘is lack of democracy in states’.

Democracy ‘is not just electoral transfer of power,’ he said, adding, ‘democratisation means equality regardless of ethnicity, class, religion, caste, creed, gender and cultural background’.

Kabir said equality in South Asia ‘is only in book’ and ‘all are equal in the eyes of law is rhetoric’.

Lots of problems, including inequality, will be solved if the states are democratised, he added

Daily Sun editor Syed Anwar Hossain proposed for formation of a clearly spelled-out youth development policy and total reorganisation and restructuring of the education sector from primary to the tertiary level across South Asia.

Dhaka University teachers Dalem Chandra Barman and Shamim Reza and New Nation editor Mostafa Kamal Majumder also joined the discussion

Representatives from embassies of Bhutan, Nepal, India and Sri Lanka were also present.

