Confce underscores EU-SAARC cooperation 

Justice Rahman for homemade formula to end pol. standoff

Staff Reporter 

Former Chief Justice and formerChief Adviser of Caretaker Government Justice Habibur Rahman has said that heis not worried about the prevailing political situation of the country. "Iam not worried. In a democratic political environment, difference of opinion isa very normal. I believe the problems will be solved through amicablediscussions," he said.

Justice Habibur Rahman said thisat an international conference at the CIRDAP auditorium in Dhaka yesterday.When asked about the process to resolve the political stalemate, Justice Rahmansaid, "The problem is ours', so we should take steps to resolve it. Itshould not be imposed from outside.

He said, "I want a 'made inBangladesh' formula to resolve the ongoing political differences of the major twoparties. I don't think it can be initiated by arranging dialogues between thetwo key political leaders as well as through other means."

Justice Rahman said he cannotgive a solution and asked all to ask for solution from the youths who thinkabout the country and its future more.

Justice Rahman was inaugurating aday-long international conference on EU-Saarc Cooperation organized by theSouth Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society at the CIRDAP auditorium withDr. Imtiaz Ahmed Prof of international relations of Dhaka University in thechair.

Justice Habibur Rahman said thatthe SAARC is the weakest regional grouping in the world. He said that Europeancountries realised the importance of regional cooperation and made significantprogress in socio-economic and cultural cooperation. They also solved manyethnic and miniroty issues through mutual cooperation, he said. The conferencewas also addressed by former foreign secretary CM Shafi Sami, Dr. ManojMahapatra, first secretary, Indian high commission, Aaamir Ahmed Atozal, firstsecretary, Pakistan high commission,  AGAbeysekara, minister Sri Lankan high commission, KC Aryan, deputy chief ofmission of the embassy of Nepal, Reazuddin Ahmed, editor, News Today, Prof. AnwarHossain, editor the Daily Sun, Mostafa Kamal Majumder, editor, The New Nation,Ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman and Brig Gen (retd) Shahedul Anam Khan of the DailyStar among others.

Five papers were presented at theconference by Paulo Casaca, former member of European Parliament; Prof. DilaraChowdhury of Dhaka University; Dr.Jayamta Chowdhury, of Tripura University,India; Ms Punjita Prodhan, Journalist, Nepal and Prof. Ali Sukhanver fromPakistan.

The speakers underlined the needfor taking lessons from the success of the European Union after nearly half acentury of sustained efforts that followed the disastrous experiences of twoWorld Wars.  They said that like themajor countries of the European Union, the major countries of the SAARC regionshould overcome historical mistrusts to build a common future. This is thedictate of the time they said, underlining the mobilization of youths of thesecountries for the purpose.

In his presidential address Prof.Imtiaz Ahmed Ahmed called for making use of the cultural bonds that brought thepeoples of the South Asian Region closer together more than anything else.

