Political Crisis over CG

Find homespun solution

Justice Habibur speaks against mediation by foreigners→ Staff Correspondent
Former chief adviser of neutral caretaker government Justice Habibur Rahman called for finding a homegrown solution of the ongoing political crisis over the issue of caretaker government rather than submitting to foreigners for meddling in domestic politics.

“There might be differences of opinion in a democracy and the solution also rests with us,” the former chief justice said—sounding like a voice of conscience—while talking to reporters Monday after emerging from a discussion on ‘European Union- SAARC’ ties at Cirdap auditorium in the city.

“Our problems should be solved by ourselves. Someone from outside will come to untie the knots – this is not proper,” he said.

His comments came at a time when two major political parties are reportedly involved in behind-the-scenes negotiations mediated by foreign diplomats, though they are visibly battling over the issue of conducting the next general election either by a political government or by a nonparty neutral government.

“I want a ‘made-in-Bangladesh’ solution,” Justice Habibur Rahman said and expressed his optimism about it: “I’m not frustrated at all over the present political solution.”

“Certainly there will remain different opinions. We will seek solutions through negotiations. We should not deprive ourselves of it,” he added.

Asked to comment on the worsening political situation of the country, he said, “That does not mean that we will sit idle. We have no way to flee the country. I hope there is a solution.”

About the popular opinion that the problems of the country will go if the two top leaders of two major political parties sit together, Justice Habibur said he does not hope so.

When requested to make a suggestion that can help solve the present political crisis, he said, “I have nothing to recommend. I will just say that our problems need to be solved by ourselves.”

Addressing the inaugural session of the discussion meeting, Justice Habibur Rahman noted that SAARC is the weakest and least effective regional forum of the world.

“At first you will have to become a good person, then a good citizen of your country and then a good citizen of the world,” he said pointing at the young generation of South Asia and called upon them to come forward to break the deadlock and “smash the shackle”.

Diplomats, academics and youths from different South Asian countries attended the day-long function organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society.

Daily Sun editor Prof Dr. Anwar Husain in his deliberation stressed on mutual co-operation among the SAARC countries which, he said, is necessary for establishing peace, prosperity and collective self-reliance.

“I believe in globalism rather than globalization….. I believe in shacking hands across the borders and barriers,” he said.

Referring to the cosmopolitan ideas of Poet Rabindranath Thakur, Prof Anwar Husain said, “We are the heirs to his heritage. We have the region to cooperate.”

Prof Imtiaz Ahmed of International Relations Department of Dhaka University presided over the discussion meeting.

“There needs to re-write South Asia if we really want to improve,” Imtiaz said and urged the South Asian countries to learn from European nations which have made a “very different Europe” leaving behind the history of many wars and bloodsheds.

Former adviser of caretaker government CM Shafi Sami, first secretary of the Indian high commission in Dhaka Dr Manoj Kumar Mohapatra, fist secretary of Pakistan high commission in Dhaka Aamer Ahmed Atozai, minister of Sri Lankan High Commission AG Abeysekera, and deputy chief of mission of Nepalese embassy in Dhaka KC Aryal also addressed the programme.
