[image: image1.jpg]g

17 uiﬁ“*lg





Editor of daily sun Prof Dr Syed Anwar Husain addresses a seminar on Youth Development and Expectationsfrom the Saarc Governments at Cirdap auditorium in the city on Monday. South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society organised the event. SUN PHOTO

People-to-people contact in South Asia stressed

The Daily Sun, 01 January, 2011

→ Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a seminar in the city on Monday stressed the need for increasing people-to-people contact, especially among the youths, in South Asia for overall development of the region.

They said it is the high time to resolve any problems of the bloc including Kashmir to turn the Saarc effective.

The rates of unemployment and poverty are highest among the youths in South Asia. To change the scenario, the governments of the region should focus more on the youths as only they can change the world, the speakers observed.

South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society organised the seminar titled “Youth Development and Expectations from the Saarc Governments” at CIRDAP auditorium in the city.

Prof Dr Imtiaz Ahmed, presiding over the seminar, said, “We have spent a lot of time in conflict with each other and the counties of this region should resolve all their problems immediately.”

He urged the South Asian governments to simplify the visa process for the youths of the region and take initiatives to increase cultural interaction.

Prof Dr Syed Anwar Husain, editor of the daily sun, said youths are being abused not only in Bangladesh but also in other countries of South Asia.

“We should reorganise our educational institutions first from primary level to university level. The government as well as SAARC should adopt youth development policy to change the youth,” he added.

Councillor (political) of Indian High Commission M Subbarayudu said they have made the visa process of their country easier recently.

Nurul Kabir, editor of New Age, said lack of democracy is the main problem of the region.

Major General (Retd) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim suggested setting up a Saarc television channel which will help increase interaction among the peoples of the South Asian countries.

Former teacher of Jahangirnagar University Prof Dilara Choudhury read out the keynote paper at the seminar while councillor of Nepal embassy Krishna Chandra Aryal, the daily New Nation editor Mostafa Kamal Majumder, Dhaka University teachers Prof Dalem Chandra Barman and SM Shameem Reza also spoke, among others.
