National water policy demanded 

DHAKA, APR 28: A roundtable discussion on “Effects of Water Sharing Disputes on Regional Peace and Security: The Case of South Asia” has stressed the need for formulating comprehensive national policy to ensure country’s rights on trans-boundary rivers. “We have to have a national policy regarding our rivers. Then it would be easier for us to negotiate on our demand. But unfortunately we do not have such a policy,” Abdul Matin of Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon told the discussion organised by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS).

He also expressed his frustration over the silence of the authorities concerned and the stakeholders about India’s controversial river-linking plan.

Former adviser to the caretaker government Barrister Mainul Hosein made the welcome speech at the discussion. He emphasized on enhancing the technical expertise of the negotiators.

Ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman said that the mindset of the governments that best use of river water means diverting or blocking the flow is a potential sources of disputes on water. He also pointed out that the lack of trust among the governments of the region was also a major impediment to resolving the water related disputes.
Former secretary Engineer Akhter Hossain said, the government should be determined to ensure its rights over the common rivers. Mostafa Kamal Majumder, Editor, the Daily New Nation moderated the discussion.
