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Super powers blamed for terrorism in South Asia

. Staff Reporter 
Speakers at a roundtable discussion yesterday viewed that terrorism has become a matter of serious concern for most countries of South Asia and vehemently criticised the super powers for encouraging terrorism in the region.  
They suggested that the countries, particularly the SAARC countries, should make combined efforts to resist the terrorism to its end. 
South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) arranged the roundtable on "Menace of Terrorism in South Asia" at Dhanmondi in the capital. International relations experts, military experts, diplomats, political scientists and journalists participated in the discussion at the roundtable.   
Among them, Prof Dr Dilara Chowdhury, political scientist, Sadek Khan, noted journalist, Prof Dr Syed Anwar Husain of Dhaka University, Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat Hossain, a former Election Commissioner and international relations expert, Brig Gen (retd) Shahedul Anam Khan, military expert, Prof Ahmed Jamal Anwar of Dhaka University and Jaglul Ahmed Chowdhury, political analyst.  
Editor of The Independent and former advisor to the caretaker government Mahbubul Alam inaugurated the function with former ambassador and chairman of the Center for Foreign Affairs Studies Ashfaqur Rahman in the chair. 
Dilara Chowdhury said the picture of terrorism in South Asia is very much grim and complicated due to different factors including poverty, diseases, conflicts and foreign influences on different issues.
She also said that a number of people of South Asian countries are involved in terrorism due to lack of social justice and their expectation. America and other super powers use terrorism in the region to achieve their political gain, she added. 
She suggested that India and Pakistan have to come to a comprise on different issues, including Kashmir issue, to shun the menace of terrorism in the South Asian countries. 
Sadek Khan said that terrorism has now become a geo-political issue and the powerful countries like USA are branding the other countries as terrorists as per their wishes.
He observed that people of majority countries of South Asia are being deprived of getting justice due to terrorism.  
Jaglul Ahmed Chowdhury said that the definition of terrorism is a highly controversial and sensitive. "It is about thoughts. It all depends how it is being interpreted by concerned people," he added. 
He blamed the western countries for encouraging terrorism in the countries of South Asian in different ways. 
Sayed Anwar Husain said terrorism in South Asia is a deep rooted and multifaceted phenomenon which cannot be addressed by any ad hoc measures.
Saifuddin Ahmed, teacher of the Peace and Conflict Studies Department of the University of Dhaka, presented the keynote paper at the roundtable.
