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Saifuddin Ahmed, keynote
speaker and Lecturer,
Department of Peace and
Conflict Studies, University of
Dhaka:

Good governance, functional
democracy and the rule of law
are the key elements needed to
minimise terrorism, he said in
his paper presentation.

Terrorism is the most leading
form of conflict in South As
which is a barrier to quest for
peace and prosperity in this
tegion, said Saifuddin Ahmed.

Describing terrorism as a
complex issue, Ahmed said the
phenomenon had no universal-
Iy agreed upon, legally binding,
criminal law definition, as it
could not be understood in sim-
plistic terms. This means that
causes and manifestations of ter-
rorism may differ from situation
tosituation, bound by time and
space, he added.

Ahmed identified three explic-
ittypes of terrorism—terrorism
by nationalists, or separatist
rebellion; terrorism by state, or
state-sponsored terrorism; and
terrorism committed by non-
state actors.

Terrorism in South Asia has
political, economic and religious
dimensions and causes, hesaid,
adding, itis primarily seen in two
perspectives: firs, the US-Jed war
on terror, particularly against
non-state actors like Al-Qaeda,
resulting in the US attack on
Afghanistan and Iraq and, sec-
ond, the intensification of the
Indo-Pak cold war.

“Terrorism in South Asia has
got three distinct paradigms—
Cold War paradigm, post-Cold
War paradigm, and post 9/11
paradigm—he noted.

According to Ahmed, state-
sponsored terrorism, non-state
terrorism, and non-state terror-
ismwith global stakeholders, are
the characteristics of terrorism
in South Asia.

‘While discussing the barriers
to combating terrorismin South
Asia, Ahmed focused on four
important factors, which one
should take into account, when
oneanalyses the strategic, polit-
ical and security dimensions of
combating terrorism in South
Asia.

According to the keynote
paper, the barriers are state's
inability to address social s like
large-scale poverty, under-devel
opment and illiteracy, which
result i the emergence of sev-
eral groups that strive for polit-
ical and economic empower-
ment, but are denied their ade-
quate role in governance by
those who wield enormous
power.

‘The marginalisation of such
sections of society promotes
intolerance, extremism, mili-
tancy and radicalism resulting
inthe deepening ofviolence and
ageneral sense of insecurity, the
paper noted.

The regimes of South Asia,
instead of addressing the caus”
esof terrorism, blame one anoth-
er for promoting and sponsor-
ing various terrorist groups, the
paper added.

‘This type of situation is large-
Iy found in Indo-Pak and Pak-
Afghan blame games, as all the
three countries disregard the
issues that encourage certain
groups to resort to terrorist meth-
ods for accomplishing their
objectives, it added.

Ahmed favoured implemen-
tation of the SAARC convention
on terrorism by the member-
countries to fight terrorism in
the region, but cautioned that
South Asian countries should not
use the threat of terrorism, as a
pretext to curb freedom and
human rights of their citizens.

It is imperative that there
should be a focus on “human
security” instead of making a
“non-traditional” _ security
approach, Ahmed said.
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“This will require drastic socio-
economic reforms, which can
empower those communities
that are marginalised sections of
society, he said.

Good governance, functional
democracy and the rule of law
are the three measures which, if
properly applied in South Asia,
can help marginalise violent and
terroristgroups in the region, he
added.

Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury,
advisingeditor of The Financial
Expre

‘The definition of terrorism was
a highly controversial and sen-
sitive issue, he said.

“It is about thoughts. It all
depends on howit' beinginter-
preted by the people concered,”
he added.

Sadek Khan

The difference between ter-
rorismand revolution is very del-
icate, he said. Some religious
groups are involved in violence
in Afghanistan and some groups
were active in Sri Lanka,

“We can brand the LITE of Sri
Lankaterrorists or freedom fight-
ers. It depends on how one looks
attheissue. Some people call the
Maoists terrorists, but they
claimed they were revolutionists
and eventually took over the
state,” Chowdhury said.

Regarding the Liberation War
of Bangladesh, he said, “Those
who did not support the war
called it an act of terrorism, but
from our point of view, it was our
Liberation War. So the definition
of terrorism must be made clear.”

Zaglul said, “Terrorism is by
nomeansasacrosanct. Itis high-
Iy debatable and sensitive. It rais-
esalot of controversies to under-
stand i

Describing the terrorist activ-
ities in south Asia, he said, “In
South Asia (SA) there are many
acts and activities going on

Brig Gen. (retd)
M Shakhawat Hossain

which on the face of it looked to
be terrorist activity. But these are
in'a sense not terrorism as such
because out of eight SA coun-
tries not a single one s spared
from terrorism. Itis prevalentin
all south Asian countries.”
About religious terrorism he
said, “it is said that in many of
the countries the suicide
bombers use religion in attain-
ing their objective in the form of
terrorism. It is not entirely cor-
rect. These suicide squads have
become famous mainly from
“Tamil insurgency and they have
never used religion. It should be
very clear. Religion has been
overemphasized and over-
stressed as the source of terror-
ism in many cases.
About the elimination of ter-

rorism, hesaid, “The root of ter-
rorism in certain areas needs to
be examined,  thoroughly
researched. Sincere and sus-
tained effort must be made for
their elimination. Otherwise, we.
will be confused between what
terrorism is and what terrorism
is not in essence

Eminent journalist Sadek
Khan:

“Terrorism had now become a
geo-political issue and powerful
countries, like the US, were
branding some countries ter-
rorists, only to suit their needs,
he said.

He said, “Terrorism has now
been used as geo-politicised
issue. The USA s trying to define
terrorism against those countries
that it does not like. Even India

Prof. Dr Sayed Anwar Husain

istryingto establish the dea that
Pakistan is the hotbed of terror-
ism. These elements are creat-
ingobstacles forall countries in
bringingabout a clearidea about
terrorism.

Onmany occasions, terrorism
i the outcome of people’s frus-
tration and the culture of
impunity. “People,in general, are
getting frustrated, because they
are deprived of justice, as it is
often manipulated against their
interests. Perpetrators are escap-
ing trial through loopholes in the
judicial systems, causing frus-
tration in people’s mind,” he
noted.

Prof. (Dr) Dilara Choudhury,
and eminent political scientist:

‘The picture of terrorism in
South Asia was very much com-
plicated, due to the presence of
different_factors, including
poverty, diseases, conflicts and
foreign influences on different
issues, she said.

Some illiterate, poor and
hopeless youths of South Asian
countries are getting involved in

Brig Gen. (retd) Shahedul
Anam Khan

terrorism, as they have failed to
meet their basic needs of life.
South Asian countries should
develop regional cooperation to
combat terrorism, she added.
She also emphasised on the need
fora stable Afghanistan, to keep
South Asia free from terrorism.
Prof. Dilara said, “the defini-
tion of terrorism is not only prob-
lematic butalso political. At pres-
ent we see a very complex sce-
nario of terrorism in the South
Astan context. We find terrorism
inSA both internal and external.
After90s we find an internal sce-
nario of terrorism in South Asia.”
About the perception of ter-
rorism in A, she said, “Both
India and Pakistan have com-
pletelya different divergent per-
ception about  terrorism.

Pakistan thinks that the people
of Kashmir are the freedom
fighters whereas India think
them traitors.”

“The involvement of America
in Afghanistan war adds anoth-
er complexity regarding terror-
ism in South Asia. After the with-
drawal of Soviet Union from
Afghanistan, the USA made
Mujahidin, CIA made madrasha
in Pakistan with huge money to
help Mujahidin. After the 1/11
attack in 2001, America termed
the Al-Qaedaas terorism. So the
contribution of America to the
menace of terrorism is no less,”
she observed.

“America has been a major
power infomenting or using the
terrorists for their cause. They
term them terrorists, Mujahidin
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or freedom fighters to actually
achieve their goal” she observed.
The biggest challenge to
combat terrorism in South Asia
is to satisfy the marginalized
groups. For example, in
Bangladesh the hopeless youth
joined the Hujji or JMB as they
had no future. It should be dealt.
Another matter is that the rela-
tion between India and Pakistan
in the South Asia is a biggest
problem in the context of ter-
rorism,” she said.

When trillions of dollars are
used for arms and ammunition
in India and Pakistan, it is very
difficult to satisfy the marginal-
ized group as they are undergo-
ing malnutrition for poor eco-
nomic status, she observed.

“If we want to remove men-
ace of terrorism in South Asia,
India and Pakistan should have
a resolution over Kashmir and
over the definition of terrorism
between the two countries.
Secondlyifthey do notlimit their
arms spending, good gover-
nance, putting money in liberal

Shabnam Azim, DU

education or building liberal
democratic institution must suf-
fer. Thirdly, as a South Asian, we
want a stable Afghanistan for
removing menace of errorism,”
she suggested.

Prof. M Harunur Rashid,
associate editor of The
Independent:

Some groups like Al-Qaeda
and Taliban were using religion
to their benefit, but Islam dic not
favour misuse of its lessons, he
said.

“The definition of terrorism is
very much complex, he said
adding, “Maybe, today’s terror-
ists will become tomorrow’s free-
dom fighters.”

Hesaid terrorism was spread-
ing across Europe and Africa,
from Asia, and there was the
possibility of a Christian state

South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity
at the BEL Tower on May

Mahbubul Alam, Editor of The
Independent and former
adviser to the caretaker
government inaugurated the
function.

(13

THE BIGGEST
CHALLENGE TO
COMBAT
TERRORISM IN
SOUTH ASIAIS TO
SATISFY THE
MARGINALIZED
GROUPS
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‘Ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman

Chairman, the Centre for
Foreign Affairs Studies, chaired
and moderated the roundtable.
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ON MANY OCCA-
SIONS, TERRORISM
IS THE OUTCOME
OF PEOPLE'S
FRUSTRATION AND
THE CULTURE OF
IMPUNITY.
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comingup in the northern parts
of India.

In order to get rid of terror-
ism, he said, “People should
think that they are part of
mankind and bring about
changes in their minds, to com-
bat terrorism.”

Professor M Harunur Rashid
said, “terrorism is what America
thinks is terrorism. This is a part
of geo-political reality which we
have to take into account.
America stands for a particular
economic theory called it glob-
alization. America encourages
and promotes free market econ-
omy and growth of capital in a
wrong way in countries which
are friendly to it. We see the
growth of capital in Bangladesh
in which wealthy people are
earning crores of money.”

Prof. Dr. Dilara Choudhury

Brig Gen. (retd) Shahedul
Anam Khan,editor, defence and
strategic affairs, The Daily Star:

There was no universally
accepted definition of terrorism,
he said.

“Terrorists and normal crim-
inals both are involved in vio-
lence. But, the only difference
between them is that while ter-
rorism has political objectives
and an ideology, criminals have
no such concerns,” Shahedul
Anam said.

Terrorism is a weapon for
weaker peaple and they use ter-
ror activities to establish their
ideology.

Media can play a very signif-
icant role n the fight against ter-
rorism, as the phenomenon
thrives on publicity by the
media, which has the power to
undo the causes of terrorism, he
added.

Khan laid stress on the need
for ideological engagement
among South Asian nations, as

Prof. Ahmed Jamal Anwar,
Dhaka University

well s, regional cooperation, to
fight terror.

DrSayed Anwar Husain, pro-
fessor in the history depart-
ment of the University of
Dhaka:

Terrorism in South Asia was a
deep-rooted and multifaceted
phenomenon that could not
addressed with any ad hoc
measures, he said.

He suggested that the defini-
tion of terrorism in the context
of South Asia needed to be
expanded alittle bit. Itis not only
the terror outfits that should be
considered in the discourse, but
also terrorism caused by politi-
cal adversaries, Dr Husain said.

“An enabling environment
primarily responsible for creat-
ing terrorism,” he said, “We
should consider those behind
the creation of terrorism and the

elements that provoke them.”

“If the state patronises reli-
gion-based politics, it is bound
to generate religious terrorism.
And it should be considered
while fighting terrorism in South
Asia," he said.

‘Terrorism causes social, polit-
ical and economic deprivation
in society, Husain said.

Hesaid, “the paradigm of ter-
rorism in the context of SA needs
alittle bit of expansion. Itis not
only the terrorist outfits that are
to be included in the discourse.
For example, the hartal politics
by the opposition party. Is it not
meant for striking terror in the
mind and heart of the incum-
bent government? It is notalso
terrorism. I don't say it terror-
ism. Let us consider it for aca
demic discourse.”

Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury

“When we have to address ter-
rorism of all types we have to
consider the enabling environ-
‘ment. Why the terrorists create?
What are the elements which
provoke them to recourse to ter-
rorism? And who create this
enabling environment? This
enabling environment is pri-
marily responsible for terror-
ism,” he added.

“To be more specific in
Bangladesh, the religious outfits
have emerged over the years and
are creating terrorism of many
types. But why and how? Who
created them? Who provided
them the enabling environment?
So if you want to address the
problem of terrorism, policy
intervention, arresting someone
orhangingsome people will not
solve the problem. To cope with
terrorism in South Asia the
enabling environment needs to
be addressed,” Anwar observes

“If the state patronises rel
gonbased politc,then elgion

Dr. Shamima Tasnim, Shanjalal
University

based politics bound to gener-
ateinto religious terrorism. And
that we have witnessed in
Bangladesh,” he observed.

“We should have a clear pol-
icy so that there can be poli
intervention in coping with the
phenomena of terrorism,” he
suggested.

Brig Gen. (retd) M Shakhawat
Hossain, former election com-
missioner:

‘The deprivation of marginal
group, political and religious ide-
ological differences were respon-
sible for fuelling terrorism in the
region, he said.

On the rising insurgency in
India, he said there were about
75 identified insurgent groups
in India, of which 21 groups were
active onlyin the north-eastern
part of the country.

He stressed on the need for

ty organised the

functional democracy and rule
of law, to eradicate terrorism.
Shakhawat Hossain said,
“Terrorism is still a controver-
sialissue to conceptualize. How
and whom you callterrorist? Are
the Philistines or LTTE terror-
ists? 1f you look at that point of
view or contextitis very difficult
to define terrorism? It would be
unfair to call nationalist move-
ment as terrorism as they are
fighting for independence.”
“Terrorism may spring out if
there is socially, politically and
economically marginalized
group, he said,
*“Political-ideological group of
terroristare operating very much
within the South North-Eastern
boundaries of India. Maoist
movement is now the biggest
menace in India as far as ter-
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rorismis concerned. India today
is confronted with the biggest
confrontation with the Maoist.
‘What kind of terrorism itis? I it
‘marginalized people? Yes. Is that
ideological? Yes,” he said.

“Religious terrorism is not
marginalized people whether it
is in Bangladesh or in Pakistan
or in Afghanistan. The suicide
bombers were not marginalized
people. They were highly edu-
cated and came from high soci-
ety Itis notall the time that ter-
rorism stems out of the margin-
alized society. It could be ideo-
logical. Theideology of Al-Qacda
was not Khelafat Ideology. It is
that the Muslim territory must
bevacated by the non-Muslims,”
he observed.

“IJMB or JMB in Bangladesh
did not have any strong ideolo-
g to operate. I don't think in
Bangladesh they will have any
footage unless the state appara-
tus helps them to spring out,”
he observed.

N.M. Sajjadul Hoque,
Chittagong University

Professor Ahmed Jamal
Anwar, Department  of
Philosophy, University of
Dhaka:

He suggested getting at the
roots of terrorism, to eliminate
thescourge. “We can' eliminate
terrorism taking violent means.
We have to find out the main
reasons behind itand take long-
term initiatives, to address the
issues peacefully,” he said.

Shabnam Azim, Assistant
Professor, Department of Mass
Communication and
Journalism, University of
Dhaka:

She said that sometimes ter-
rorists used media to expand
their activities. “Sometimes ter-
rorists make use of media to
propagate their ideology and
create opinion in their favour,”
she added.





