Give proper guidance to youth to ensure peace in S Asia regionSpeakers tell seminar→ DU Correspondent
  The youth must be guided properly to ensure peace in the South Asian region, speakers told a seminar on Saturday.

They said that although the youth are the most energetic agents, many of them are engaged in terrorism and anti-peace activities due to misguidance. 

South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society organised the seminar on ‘Youth for Peace in South Asia’ at RC Majumder Arts auditorium at Dhaka University.

The discussants stressed the need for increasing people-to-people contact, especially among the youth, for overall development of the region.

Addressing the seminar as chief guest, former adviser to the caretaker government CM Shafi Sami said, “We should ensure a peaceful environment as peace is the precondition for development and the youth are the driving force behind progress.”

“Development in South Asian countries is being hindered due to lack of a peaceful environment,” he said, urging the youth to play their role in ensuring peace.

Speaking at the programme, former election commissioner Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat Hossain said, “We tried to keep the students away from so-called politics as it spoils their characters.”

“To bring about any change in society, the youth should be given priority as they can make the real difference. It was proved in the last general election when almost 100 percent young voters cast their votes,” he said.

Editor of the daily New Nation Mostafa Kamal Majumder said mutual mistrust among the South Asian people, especially the youth, is the main barrier to establishing peace in the region.

Former state minister for foreign affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury, Counsellor of Nepal Embassy KC Aryal, Dr Jayanta Choudhury of Tripura University attended the seminar, with Centre for Foreign Affairs Studies, Dhaka, Chairman Ashfaqur Rahman in the chair.
