Bangladeshi students back from Pakistan tour

. 
CUCorrespondent:

Some students from Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi and Jahangirnagar University visited Pakistan from June 7 to 20 under a two-week exchange prgramme organized by South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) and Higher Education Centre of Pakistan (HEC). 
Its main focus was to develop international relation among the students of both the countries. 
During the 14 days tour the Bangladesh students visited three prime cities such as Islamabad, Karachi and Lahore along with several others in the way. They also visited many famous public and private universities, many historical places, museums, office of Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) and other visionary places of these cities.
Barek Kaiser a MSS student of Communication and Journalism department of Chittagong University who took part in the tour shared his feelings about the meeting with Pakistani students and visited their places in high emotion. He said, "We were astonished after visiting some famous universities. Their varsities are highly developed facilities for teaching in Science and Technologies. 
"Their education system more based on practical experiments has fascinated us. Especially I would like to mention the excellence of the Mass Communication and Journalism discipline in various universities. Though Pakistan is developed in higher education there is only little chance for higher education to the poor people because their education system is very costly."    As an Islamic country visitors may think Pakistani women live in tough religious rules and regulations. But after going there we saw them driving car, moving freely in the road and taking part in socio-cultural activities.  Many of them wear bokra, others not, many of them comply with Hijab, others not. Percentages of female student in Pakistani universities are quite high. There is a big change in situation and in the arena of freedom of women in Pakistan, he said. 
Razibul Islam, a MA student of History in CU said, they did not see any  traffic jam in Pakistani cities like Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi for a moment. Their roads are very wide and large which is rarely seen in developing countries. They can expand their road any time because they have enough free space at road sides. They have enough fly overs, over bridges and footpaths for movement of people and vehicles. It was possible for their well planned communication system, he said. 
The journey started from Karachi NED Engineering & Technology University. Around 38 percent students of this university are girls. Student easily can develop their skill and efficiency in science and technology there. This  is because their education is based on practical exercise, The library and laboratory facilities in their universities are rich. The library has an inter-transfer library with the facilities of using e-books. It has about 4,000 e-books at the moment. 
After visiting NED Engineering & Technology University, the team visited Aga Khan University, the first private university of Pakistan established in 1983. It has been ranked as the best university in Pakistan by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan. 
On June 9 the team visited Karachi University which was established in 1951. It has 52 departments, 19 research centres and 24,000 students. The team also visited the visual studies department, HEJ research institute, Area study centre for Europe and Pakistan study centre. 
The visual studies department promotes social issues and its slogan is 'Taking responsibility for social change'. This is the first university which established Institute of Business Administration (IBA) in 1955 and it is the first university in the third world which has established IBA. Karachi University's Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dr Muhammad Qaiser welcomed the team and laid emphasis on building cooperation in academics and research fields for the benefits of both countries. He also shared his experiences on the recent visit to Khulna University in Bangladesh. 
The visiting team also went to see the Greenwich University, Panjab University, Government college University, National college of Arts, Lahore University, National University of Science and Technology (NUST), Kaede- e-Azam and many more universities. By visiting Pakistan Bangladeshi students shared their feelings and opinion with their counterpart and learned many things which will be helpful to them in their career building. Team members said, this tour will strengthen the relationship between Bangladesh and Pakistan.
