Khaleda’s India tour creates new horizon

. Chittagong Bureau 

A roundtable meeting   on "Khaleda Zia's visit to India: National interest of Bangladesh"  organised  by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society was held at Zila Parished Bhaban, Chittagong  Friday noon.
 Dr. Hasan Mohammad, Professor of Political Science, University of Chittagong  moderated the programme. 
Dr. Sahdat Hossain, General Secretary,  Chittagong City  BNP, Prof Dr. AN Munir Ahmed Chowdhury Chairman , Deptt of Political Science , University of Chittagong, Prof Dr. Mozaffar Ahmed Chowdhury, President, Chittagong University Teachers' Association, Prof abul Kalam Azad  of Economics Deptt, Md. Zakaria Asstt. Professor of Journalism,    Mozzamel Hoque Professor Philosophy of CU ,  Zahidul Karim, Bureau Chief, the Amar Desh, Chittagong ,  Helal Humayun, Bureau Chief ,  Nayadiganta and  Sarwaruddin Ahmed, Bureau Chief the New Nation were present as  discussants in the roundtable.
BNP Chairperson and the Leader of the Opposition in  Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia visited India from October 28 to November 3, 2012 at the invitation of Indian government. The speakers  said,  after the historic visit of the BNP Chairperson in India, both the countries are expecting starting  of ice-breaking relations. 
The speakers also mentioned that the distance between BNP and the Indian government and in fact this historic visit of Begum Zia has  created new horizon in political relations between the two neighboring countries. 
Speakers said,  a vested quarters of Bangladesh had been propagating against BNP since long saying as BNP is an anti-Indian party but Begum Zia's recent visit cleared the motivated propaganda of one particular political party of Bangladesh. It is historical reality that neighbor should have good relation for mutual and bi-lateral benefits. 
By this recent historic visit  Khaleda Zia smashed the curtain of so called Indian stanch of BNP and hence India realized that relations with oppositions is essential rather to keep relations with one particular party. Moreover India tries to shift its policy toward Bangladesh from one party to multi party. 
Moreover they said that infact BNP never anti-Indian but this abuse against BNP, a mere propaganda of a particular party of Bangladesh. BNP always interested to have friendly and bilateral relations with close neighbors. They further said India friendly recognized that BNP is the strong political party of Bangladesh and without BNP any relations would not be durable with Bangladesh and consented informal relations of BNP's popularity.
The discussant also opinioned that in  recent visit of Begum Zia visit to India , a number of disputed issues including Tipaimukh Dam, border killing, sharing of joint river water, trade relations, regional connectivity, enclaves complications, border demarcation, deep sea port etc. raised with high importance.  Besides, Indian policy makers gave special importance to build up good relations with BNP.  Bangladesh gets chance of eliminate misconception and India also gets chance to be more reliable friend of Bangladesh. 
The people of both the friendly neighbor countries are going to be really for a better future on mutual benefits and national interests. 
Presenting a keynote paper by. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong said, "By this visit Begum Zia smashes the curtain of so-called anti-Indian stanch of BNP. India also declares that it is not interested to maintain its relations with any particular party in Bangladesh. It is going to break the monopolistic nature of relations with Bangladesh.  At the same time, India should count upon all the parties of Bangladesh to maintain good neighborhood. 
Historically BNP is not anti-Indian; but off course and should be counter hegemonic.  Only the national interest is the salient issue of BNP's politics. So, BNP never accepts hegemonic influence on Bangladesh. But BNP all time supports good neighborly relation. If we look back to the history then we see that President General Ziaur Rahman established SAARC for good neighborly relations. 
Begum Zia de-puzzles Indian stereotype in North East India security. 
India historically blames Bangladesh for supporting the secessionists of 'Seven sisters', and a particular party patronizes them, which is the most dangerous 'apple of discord' of relation between India and with the particular party of Bangladesh. 
This crisis of confidence usually dominates the relations between two countries especially while this particular party comes in power. For the sake of national interest, Begum Zia clearly utters that the land of Bangladesh must not be used for terrorists to enjoy any terrorist activities. 
She utters more that the land of Bangladesh never used against India, and in future it will not be done. She eliminates this misconception of India against Bangladesh. 
Teachers, students, politicians, researchers and media journalists participated in the discussion.

