Int'l seminar in Chittagong 

Call to work together to strengthen SAARC 

. 

An international seminar on "Strengthening SAARC : Role of Bangladesh and Pakistan"  arranged by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society was held at Conference Room of  Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Chittagong  on Wednesday.  Mohammad Sahid Ullah, Associate Professor, Department of Communication and Journalism, University of Chittagong presided over it, says a press release. 

Dr. Mohammed Shamsuddin, Professor of Political Science and former Pro-Vice Chancellor, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh and Dr. Moonis Ahmar, Professor of International Relations, University of Karachi, Pakistan graced the occasion as guest speakers. Besides, Dr. Mahmudul Huque, Professor of History, University of Chittagong;  Nazimuddin Shyamol, Bureau Chief of the Independent, Chittagong;  Zahidul Karim, Bureau Chief, the Amar Desh, Chittagong;  Helal Humayun, Bureau Chief, the Nayadiganta, Chittagong and  Sarwaruddin Ahmed, Bureau Chief, the New Nation, Chittagong  were present as  discussants in the seminar.

In his speech Professor Dr. Moonis Ahmar said "SAARC remains weak and fragile in terms of four important pillars of regional cooperation: free movement of people, capital, services and goods.  Positive role on the part of Pakistan and Bangladesh for strengthening SAARC however depends on normal and friendly relations between the two Muslim countries. Coping with the legacy of the past is however a big challenge for both Pakistan and Bangladesh as despite the passing of 41 years, there are some of the issues which continue to impede the process of conflict free relations. Yet, both Pakistan and Bangladesh, to a large extent are able to get over the bitterness of the past and move for mutually beneficial relationship."

'Pakistan and Bangladesh are the second and third largest states of SAARC having bi-lateral problems with India, the largest member state, facing common developmental challenges and possessing huge potentialities for development are not in a position of securing expected development. Thus both the countries can work together to strengthen SAARC as well as ensuring their domestic well being', said by Dr. Mohammed Shamsuddin, Professor of Political Science and former Pro-Vice Chancellor, University of Chittagong.

The discussants opined that since 1976 when diplomatic relations were established between Pakistan and Bangladesh a lot has changed in terms of conditions of the two countries. Pragmatism, realism and a professional approach to deal with the issues of conflict and cooperation between Pakistan and Bangladesh is the need of the hour. What is required is structural cooperation at the non-governmental level by involving the corporate sectors, NGOs, youth, health, educational, scientific and cultural organizations of the two countries for seeking a breakthrough in Pakistan-Bangladesh relations and for a promising future of South Asia.

Presenting a keynote paper,  Muhammad Faridul Alam, former Chairman, Department of International Relations, University of Chittagong said, "Pakistan and Bangladesh are the second and third largest countries within SAARC respectively both in terms of geography and population. Almost all the countries in the region have bilateral problems with India. There are problems related to border, terrorism, arms competition etc. between India and Pakistan. There are problems related to water sharing, exchange of enclaves, border fencing, border killings etc. between Bangladesh and India while landlocked states Nepal and Bhutan have no options but to abide by the will of India. Without managing or minimizing these, it will be very difficult to make SAARC an effective body. 

In the era of globalization, only collective efforts can ensure national development. Being significant members of SAARC, mitigation of historical disputes between Bangladesh and Pakistan should be resolved. As development is a combined process, narrow national interest can only ensure short-term benefits, but creates numerous obstacles in the long run. The European Union is the brightest model of regional cooperation in spite of warfare within themselves of some hundred years, and even ASEAN has been more successful than SAARC in many respects. Although it has a lot of potential, SAARC is still far from it's destination. We the people are waiting to see a happy and prosperous South Asia. Hopefully, the dream will be materialized."

Teachers, students, politicians, researchers and  journalists participated in the seminar.

