Establish democratic norms and values 

DHAKA, JULY 27: Speakers at a discussion on Saturday said, change in political culture of the country is a must to institutionalise democracy in the country. Addressing a roundtable titled ‘Election and Democracy in South Asia’ jointly organised by South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) and the daily New Nation on July 27, 2013 in the city they also observed that dialogue between the major political parties is crucial to resolve the ongoing political crisis. Barrister Mainul Hosein, former Advisor to the Caretaker Government inaugurated the roundtable while N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong; moderated the program.  M. Sazzad Hossain Siddiqui, Assistant Professor, Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Dhaka; presented the keynote paper in this roundtable.
Mr. Sazzad mentioned that Bangladesh could not gain acceptability of the elections held under the ruling party. Rather the caretaker government could manage 4 elections since 1991 throughout the country. He suggested that ‘indigenous democratic practice’ should be taken into action in Bangladesh as it has already played as a role model in regard of non-party interim government.
Sadek Khan, Eminent Journalist and Columnist said that there should electoral reforms to ensure democracy. Although Europe lost confidence over democracy, nevertheless Bangladesh should practice indigenous democracy being politically an uncertain country in South Asia. Caretaker government would ease the way to uphold democracy.
Professor Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain, Department of History, University of Dhaka; shared his view that Bangladesh is not a democratic country rather it is travelling towards democracy. 
Farhad Mazhar, Eminent Writer, Columnist and Speaker; opined that democracy has not been possible to establish without democratic revolution. To uphold democracy through out the country, he suggested keeping the 3 organs of country legislature, executive and judiciary out of politicization. 
Professor Dr. A. F. M. Yusuf Haider, Former Pro-Vice Chancellor, University of Dhaka; said that the election of 1996 in Bangladesh was a breakthrough of democracy by the caretaker government. 
Brigadier General (retd.) M. Sakhawat Hussain, Former Election Commissioner, Bangladesh Election Commission; discussed that money and muschles interfares in election. In the current system of election under rulling party, there is high probability of interfering into the elections by the ruling party. Other South Asian countries are developing democracy and Bangladesh must not be apart from the stream. 
Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury, Eminent Journalist and Columnist, Dhaka; said that everybody is worried about the election. He is afraid that there would be political violence after 24th October, 2013.
