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A seminar on "Foreign Minister's Recent Visit to India and Our Bilateral Relations" organised by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) was held at Conference Room (ground floor), Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Chittagong, Chittagong on Saturday. Mohammad Sahid Ullah, Associate Professor, Department of Communication and Journalism, University of Chittagong presided over the seminar. NN photo

SAYPPS seminar on Indo-Bangla relations held at CU 

Immediate actions from Indian side to resolve standing issues of two countries stressed 

. Chittagong Bureau 
A seminar on "Foreign Minister's Recent Visit to India and Our Bilateral Relations"  arranged by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) was held at Conference Room (ground floor), Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Chittagong, Chittagong on Saturday.
  Mohammad Sahid Ullah, Associate Professor, Department of Communication and Journalism, University of Chittagong presided over it. 
Dr. Mohammad Shah, Professor, Department of History and Dr. Shairul Mashreque, Professor, Department of Public Administration, University of Chittagong was present  as guest speakers.
 Besides,  Nazimuddin Shyamol, Bureau Chief of the Independent, Chittagong;  Hamidul Islam, Staff Reporter, the Ittefaq, Chittagong and  A. G. M. Niaz Uddin, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Chittagong were present as discussants in the seminar.
In his speech Professor Dr. Mohammad Shah said, 'Both the countries have long outstanding political issues like water sharing, border fixing, exchange of enclaves, war on terror and so on which have become a barrier for meaningful relationship between these two countries. India's self centered and hegemonic attitude towards Bangladesh and other states of South Asia often creates unrest situation in this region'.
 He also added that India has denied our Foreign Minister as well as the people of Bangladesh. We should rethink and review the agreements and working relationship with India with effective diplomacy and patriotism.'
Professor Dr. Shairul Mashreque Said, 'Bangladesh handed over the Berubari enclave to India but India did not do according to her commitment. So how people of Bangladesh will trust India? India committed to solve issues like sharing of Teesta water and signing Land Border Agreement but we saw our Foreign Minister returned home without anything from India and finally we saw how the Indian politicians denied our rights in their parliament. He also added, students and youths should know the issues between India and Bangladesh and should act on the basis of our own interests.
The discussants stressed the need to take immediate actions from Indian side to resolve the issues between Bangladesh and India. They said, from government to media of India, everyone often blame Bangladesh for giving shelter to insurgents. But it has already been proven that India failed to prove this kind of blame against Bangladesh. On the other hand it is proved that being a large democratic state and having official stands against terrorism, India is a safe place to live for Bangladeshi criminals. Honorable discussants mentioned that it is urgently needed to show broadness from Indian side towards Bangladesh especially on the issues of sharing Teesta water, signing land Border Agreement and stopping border killings. Speakers also suggested that politicians and people of Bangladesh should be united for the sake of Bangladesh Interests and also should find out the ways to face Indian aggression. Finally they added that India should keep her promise to remove mistrust as well as to promote bilateral relations between Bangladesh and India.
Presenting a keynote paper, Mr. Muhammad Faridul Alam, former Chairman, Department of International Relations, University of Chittagong said, "Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dipu Moni paid official visit to India on 25-27 July, 2013. She was mainly focused on two issues; settling Teesta water sharing dispute and long awaiting Land Boundary dispute. 
During the Bangladesh Prime Minister's official visit to India in January, 2010 and Indian prime Minister's visit to Bangladesh in September, 2011 it was decided Bangladesh and India will implement the 1974 LBA as per Mujib Indira treaty where Article 1(12) and Article 3 of the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) of 1974 envisage that Bangladeshi enclaves in India and Indian enclaves in Bangladesh should be exchanged expeditiously and the people in the enclaves offered a choice of citizenship. In accordance with the agreement, Bangladesh handed over the Berubari enclave to India while India pledged to lease in perpetuity to Bangladesh an area measuring 178×85 meters near 'Tin Bigha' to reach the Dahagram- Angorpata enclave of Bangladesh. However, it has taken India 27 years to open the corridor for 12 hours daily to Bangladesh on the pretext of legal complications. On the other hand, the Indian side hoped that the darkness regarding the Teesta water sharing will be over and soon there will be a deal between Bangladesh and India. It should be mentioned that the water sharing issue was supposed to be done during the 2011 Indo-Bangla Head of the government level meeting, but unfortunately the chief Minister of West Bengal opposed on it which embarrassed the Indian PM and later after going back the Indian PM Mr. Sing formed a high level committee to settle the issue."
Mr. Alam also said, "It is important to mention here that the present Bangladesh government has almost finished its tenure. 
So the recent visit foreign Minister is an attempt by the government to glorify their image by managing India to settle the LBA and Teesta deal. In this regard, Ms. Dipu Moni paid courtesy call to both the government and opposition leaders especially BJP and Trinamul Kangress leaders and requested to settle the issue. Though the Indian politician ensured her to cooperate on these issues but it was very difficult for the Indian government to manage all the opposition parties for the constitution amendment as they lack two-third majority. Recent efforts of the Indian government to place a constitution amendment bill in the Rajya Sabha to ratify the LBA with Bangladesh failed. 
The Trinamool Congress, Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and India's main opposition lawmakers scuttled the move to ratify the Indian Constitution (119th Amendment) Bill, which intended to give effect to an exchange of enclaves adversely held by India and Bangladesh. Birendra Prasad Baishya of AGP sat on the floor carrying two placards and saying the bill was "an injustice to Assam." 
The BJP and AGP oppose the agreement insisting that India is ceding too much territory to the neighbouring country. When contacted by the media, Trinamool leader Derek O'Brien said, "It is not a vanilla ice-cream; it is the country's precious land that is at stake," while justifying Trinamool's opposition to the bill. On the other hand, Chief Minister Momota Banerjee is still in her previous position regarding the Teesta deal. So it can be certainly said that the Bangladesh government has failed to resolve the most expected issues between Bangladesh-India relations".
Moreover he suggested that it is important to merge the political gaps and India should handover the enclaves and share Teesta water immediately to Bangladesh. He also urged to the government of Bangladesh for take necessary footsteps to build the capacity for economic diplomacy with India.Teachers, students, politicians, researchers and media journalists participated in the seminar.
