Let Kashmiri people to decide their future : Speakers

. Chittagong Bureau 
A seminar on " Kashmir Issue and Regional Stability in South Asia"  arranged by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) was held at Conference Room of  Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Chittagong, yesterday . . Mohammad Sahid Ullah, Associate Professor, Department of Communication and Journalism, University of Chittagong presided over it. 
Dr. Mohammad Shah, Professor, Department of History and Dr. Hasan Mohammad, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Chittagong graced the occasion as guest speakers.
 Besides, . Nazimuddin Shyamol, Bureau Chief of the Independent, Chittagong;  Zahidul Karim, Bureau Chief, the Amar Desh, Chittagong;  Helal Humayun, Bureau Chief, the Nayadiganta, Chittagong;  Sarwaruddin Ahmed, Bureau Chief, the New Nation, Chittagong and . A. G. M. Niaz Uddin, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Chittagong were present as  discussants in the seminar.
In his speech Professor Dr. Mohammad Shah said, 'the bloody and historical territorial dispute of the Kashmir region has continued for more than six decades at huge cost. The Kashmir problem is rooted in claims by both countries to the former princely state, divided since 1948 by a military line of control into the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan-held Azad (Free) Kashmir. Most part of Kashmir is controlled by the Indian Army for many years. Human rights violation is severe by the Indian Army over there. Now local Kashmiris throw stone to the Indian security forces. Recently Indian authority did not allow the Kashmiris to hold their religious program like Muharram. He emphasized on resolving Kashmir disputes immediately for sustainable peace in South Asia and focused on youth sufferings and brutality of armed forces in Kashmir.  Prof. Shah also suggested considering the Kashmir issue in the context of regional as well as global perspective. He said to find out appropriate engineering system for resolving this dispute'.
Prof  Dr. Hasan Mohammad suggested abolishing of Armed Forces Special Powers Act in Kasmir. He mentioned, Amnesty International and the Human Rights Watch have condemned human rights abuses in Kashmir by Indians such as extra-judicial executions, disappearances, and torture. He urged both India and Pakistan to solve Kashmir dispute with the help of UN soon.
The discussants stressed the need to take immediate actions to resolve the disputes between India and Pakistan regarding Kashmir issue for the sake of south asian stability. The disputes between India and Pakistan have an adverse impact over the whole South Asian Countries. So, it is high time to take proper action to resolve Kashmir disputes to mitigate the instability in South Asia. Speakers also urged to stop all kinds of brutality in Kashmir and to allow people of Kashmir to make their own fate according to their will. They said thousands of civilian people of Kashmir's have been killed by militant organizations and by military. Speakers also focus on the issues of sufferings of Kashmiri people, women, and youths sufferings. Kashmiri women are among the worst sufferers of sexual violence in the world.        
Speakers said Delhi and Islamabad has taken many confidence-building measures on Kashmir issue but still now there is no positive outcome. Speakers also urged to stop blame game and all kinds of insurgency and military operation in Kashmir. They also mentioned that India cannot be a permanent member in UN Security Council due to her questionable role in Kashmir.
Presenting a keynote paper, Prof. Muhammad Faridul Alam, former Chairman, Department of International Relations, University of Chittagong said, "In the era of globalization, while the states are running fast for securing their expected development and prosperity, the South Asia is still static and running after the old aged political disturbances. It will not be exaggerating to say that the still existing Kashmiri problem is not only created by the South Asia itself, rather there is role of international actors behind lingering this problem. Once South Asia overcome it's regional turmoil, the international political scenario may not be favorable for the Western states who are claiming themselves as the civilized nations. Keeping this fact in mind, the big powers like India and Pakistan should not delay to settle this problem. India should stop human rights violation in Kashmir through her military process. It has been proven that both the states have failed to earn any benefit from the six decades tension, so better to let the Kashmiri people decide the future of Kashmir."
Teachers, students, politicians, researchers and media journalists participated in the seminar.

