Urgent resolution of crucial issues with India Stressed

CHITTAGONG, Aug 31: Speakers at a seminar at Chittagong University (CU) on Saturday stressed the need for further boosting the bilateral relationship between Bangladesh and India. It is important to reduce the gap in the diplomatic relationship with the neighbouring county and India should hand over the enclaves and ensure equal sharing of Teesta water immediately with Bangladesh, observed the speakers at the seminar titled “Foreign Minister’s Recent Visit to India and Our Bilateral Relations”. They also urged the government of Bangladesh to take necessary steps to enhance the capacity for economic diplomacy with India. South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) organised the seminar at the conference room of the Social Science Faculty of CU. Mohammad Sahid Ullah, associate professor of the Department of Mass Communication and Journalism of the university, presided over it.
Professor Dr Mohammad Shah of the Department of History of CU, and Professor Dr Shairul Mashreque, of the Department of Public Administration, graced the occasion as guest speakers. 
Besides, Nazimuddin Shyamol, Chittagong bureau chief of The Independent,  Hamidul Islam, staff reporter of the Ittefaq, Chittagong, and AGM Niaz Uddin, assistant professor of the Department of Political Science of CU, were present at the seminar. 
Professor Muhammad Faridul Alam, former chairman of the Department of International Relations of CU, presented the keynote paper. The speakers also stressed for creating pressure on Indian to immediately resolve several crucial issues with Bangladesh.  India should show broadness of mind to Bangladesh through amicable settlement of the issues like Teesta water sharing, signing of land boundary agreement (LBA) and stopping border killing. The speakers also suggested that politicians and common  people should be united for the sake of Bangladesh’s development and also should find out the ways to face Indian aggression. 
India should also keep its promise to promote bilateral relations between Bangladesh and India as well as to remove mistrust between the two neighbours. Presenting a keynote paper, Muhammad Faridul Alam, former chairman of the Department of International Relations, University of Chittagong, said as it is the fag end of the tenure of the present Bangladesh government, the recent visit of Foreign Minister Dipu Moni to India was aimed at brightening its image by somehow managing India to settle the LBA and Teesta deal.
That is way, Dipu Moni paid courtesy call on both the government and opposition leaders of India, especially BJP and Trinamul Congress leaders, and requested to settle the issues. The Indian politicians assured her of all out- cooperation regarding the issues. Teachers, students, politicians, researchers and journalists participated in the seminar.

