Role of Culture in Establishing Peace
Peace is a desired goal. No person, community or nation can be found in the world that does not want peace, even does not work for peace. We the people irrespective of race religion, culture, ethnicity and nationality have experienced many peace movements, which prime aim is to establish peace, notably in Europe, in different times. Therefore, it can strongly be argued that the endeavor to establish peace is as old as human civilization.

Scholarly literature has found out that culture is one of the means to establish peace in the society. As the mind -set of the people is the product of the society except some cases. We the human beings learn ethics, norms, values and moral education from the culture of the society on which we judge which is right and which is wrong. The interesting thing is that values, ethics and morality of particular society may differ from other because of existing difference and dissimilarities of cultures. For instance, we the Asians emphasize on collective rights where the westerns on individual rights.

The point I would like to note that every aspect of our life is basically determined by our culture. It was observed in many investigations that a child who born in a culture of violence many be aggressive and violent easily. There is a great possibility to be so. As we learn what culture teaches us? Here is the importance of culture in establishing peace. For this reason, the UNESCO has acknowledged to cultivate the culture of peace. It has declared the year 2000 as the “International Year for the Culture of Peace”

In addition to, culture may be a bridge between two or more nations or countries. Cultural similarities grow a sense of ‘we’ within them and make them to feel to strengthen the ties that bind them together. For example, culture played a key role in establishing the Association for South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1967.

Besides, for the convenience of my discussion, I added the role of religion is promoting peaceful co-existence between or among notions. Religion, a distinct element of culture, can play a decisive role in establishing peace in the society. As religion can promote solidarity and harmony by teaching us moral education that we should respect to each other. We should be peaceful, non-violent, benevolent, honest and pious. Thus, religion creates anti-war sentiment which is the pre-condition for peace.

Las of all, I focused on the India-Pakistan relations. I provided some recommendations regarding how the culture may be a mean in establishing peace in these two countries which are as follows:

Sharing cultural attitudes and values 

Arranging sports, i.e. football, hockey and cricket match between these two countries. 

Exchange of knowledge and experiences 

Joint adventure in eradicating illiteracy, poverty and other social problems. 

Arranging various cultural programs such as- Film Festivals etc.

Reducing barriers in the movement of people of these two countries.

Strengthening research organizations and programs that are designed to promote peace by finding out and utilizing the cultural similarities.

It is absolute true that the people of these two countries will be benefited if the bilateral relations become positive, strong, and complementary.  
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