Pakistan Tour 2013

Thirty-nine students were frequently roaming at immigration of Shahjalal International airport, Dhaka on 13th June, 2013. They are going to Pakistan as national delegation. I was fortunate one of them. Recently we visited Pakistan with the invitation from Pakistan government. I visited one of the most prominent countries of South- East Asia, Pakistan as a member of South Asia Youth for Peace and prosperity society (SAYPPS).  It was one of the most memorable events of my life. To know, how I got this golden opportunity, we have to go back few months back. About three months ago, my respectable teacher told me that perhaps I would be nominated for student exchange program of Pakistan, 2013. And at the same time he told me that, I also would be rejected by Pakistan High Commission. From the day I was eagerly waited for confirmation news. One month later, when I thought, maybe they reject my application; a phone call came from South Asia Youth for Peace and prosperity society (SAYPPS). I was informed by them that they selected me. So, I have to submit my passport and other necessary papers. I was so happy that I could hardly believe my fate. I was so fortunate. Within two days, I submitted my papers to my teacher. My semester final examination was over and our summer vacation was going on. So, I was very relaxed and happy because I was going to have a splendid vacation. All credit goes to South Asia Youth for Peace and prosperity society (SAYPPS). Without their help, instructions I could not be able to get this opportunity. 
A delegation of 39 students from Bangladesh headed by Aslam Khan, who is the Deputy Register (Academics) of Rajshahi University were selected as team leader for this program. On June 13, we left Bangladesh for Pakistan at 1.30 pm and we reached Qaide- i- Azam Md. Ali Jinnah International airport at 6.00 pm. After take-off, I saw the miniature buildings, roads and white clouds in the sky through window. 
We visit three cities of Pakistan - Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. The description of our visit is given below-

Karachi

We stayed 4 days in Karachi University’s guest house. Our journey began with visiting PAF (Pakistan Air Force) museum in 13th June 7.00 Pm. Next day morning we visited Karachi University, met with vice–Chancellor Prof Dr Muhammad Qaiser at 9.30 am. It was established in 1951. It has 52 Departments, 19 research centers and 24,000 students. Here we were roaming around the campus. We visited the visual studies department, HEJ research institute, and then we visited International centre for chemical & biological sciences. They produced more than 70 PhDs every year. Then we visited Dr. A.Q Khan Institution of biotechnology & genetic engineering (KIBGE). After that, we visited Aga Khan University. That was the first private university in Pakistan and it was established in 1983. It ranked as the best university in Pakistan by Higher Education Commission of Pakistan. We visited the medical College, sports and rehabilitation centre, hospital, nursing centre and their library. 
15th June, We visited Quide–i-Azam’s majar, Institution of business & technology, Iqra University; which is one of most prominent university of Pakistan. Their warm hospitality touches us very much. The vice- chancellor Dr. U.A.G Sun of Iqra University told us that he stayed in Bangladesh in 1960’s for few years. 
Next day, we visited Arabian Sea, national museum, mahatma palace, residence of Mohammad Ali Jinnah. And then we left Karachi for Lahore at 5.30 pm. 

Lahore

Lahore is a city of history. In every roads, buildings we can see a historical shadow.  Lahore is known for its rich historical and cultural heritage. It was the capital of the Mughal Empire. We reached Higher education commission’s regional guest office in 16th June night, 11.30 pm.
Next day, we visit University of Punjab and met with Acting Vice Chancellor Prof Dr. Liaqat Ali as well as senior faculty members at the Centre for Undergraduate Studies. It was established in 1882. It has 13 faculty, 72 departments, 13000 students (3 shifts), and 26 hostels. Both the semester and year systems are running in this university. Then we visited University of Management and Technology at 3.00 pm. Here, we also visited their campus. We visited Government College University (GCU) on June 17th and met Vice Chancellor Professor Dr Muhammad Khaleeq-ur-Rahman, Director Academic Planning and External Links Fauzia Shaheen. It was established in 1864. 
On 18th June we visited Shalimar garden at 10.00 am. It was a recreation place of Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. He came here to escape from excessive heat in summer. He built three Shalimar Gardens: one in Kashmir, one in Delhi and one in Lahore. I have visited the garden in Lahore. Shalimar Gardens was included as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1981. In the heat of the Lahore summer the Emperor used to walk with his wives and enjoy the peace and calm of his garden. There are numbers of pavilions, pools and fountains to respite from the heat. I heard a lot about this garden. And also saw pictures of this divine place in internet.

Next day, we visited some other historical places. We went to Lahore fort. Locally it termed as Shahi Qilla. The base structure was built by the Mughal emperor Akbar in 1556-1605 and upgraded by the Mughal, Sikh and British rulers. It has two gates one is known as Alamgiri Gate build by Emperor Aurangzeb which opens towards Badshahi Mosque and other older one known as Masjidi Gate was built by Emperor Akbar. Currently Alamgiri Gate is used as the principal entrance while Masjidi Gate is permanently closed .The fort represents the age-old traditions of Mughal architecture. Some of the famous sites inside the fort includes: Shesh Mahal, Alamgiri Gate, Naulakha pavilion, and Moti Masjid. In 1981, the fort was declared as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Then we visited The Badshahi mosque which was built in 1673 by the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. Badshahi mosque is the second largest mosque in Pakistan, after the Faisal Mosque in Islamabad. It accommodates one lakh people. Here, both male and female can say their prayers. Some of us say their prayers here. 20th June we left Lahore for Islamabad at 4.00 pm.

Islamabad

We had a memorable bus journey through the largest motorway of Asia. Islamabad is called the drawing room of Pakistan. Here we saw a city like picture. It is a planned and most secure city of Pakistan. On June 21, in the morning we met with the chairman of HEC (Higher education commission) of Pakistan. Then, we visited Quaid-i-Azam University. It was established in 1965 and its former name was Islamabad University. It has ranked number one in Pakistan and within 57states of the OIC. It has 60,000 students, 40% is female and 60% is male. 
Then, just before evening, we visit King Faisal Mosque. It was a gift from Saudi-Arab to Pakistani people. It is the largest mosque of Pakistan. We said our prayer there.

21st June, We visited the International Islamic University, Islamabad (IIUI). President of IIUI, Dr. Mumtaz said Bangladesh is my second country and I am proud to say that as a social scientist I have worked on Bangladesh for more than 20 years. He said that IIU is younger as compared to other universities but through commitment and enthusiasm we have achieved third position among the largest universities of Pakistan. We say our Jummah prayer in King Faisal mosque.

On 22nd June, Our journey began with Fatima Jinnah Women University. There are four women university in Pakistan.  Vice Chancellor of FJWU, Prof Dr Samina Amin Qadir welcomed us and briefed us about history, academic achievements and recent developments at the university. She said that the bilateral study tours were always very fruitful in knowing each other academic environment and culture. She told about the education system of Pakistan including courses offered by FJWU. After that Dr Shamim Zaidi, Chairperson Communication and Media Studies gave the introduction of the university to the students. We visited their Fm radio station, Television channel, information technology centre, day care centre and medical centre.

Next day, our destination was Institution of Information technology (COMSATS), Islamabad. It was situated in Abotabaad, the last residence area of Laden. It was a long journey by bus.  But we all enjoyed the scenario of hilly area of Abotabaad. 24th June was a memorable day for me. We went to visit Murree that day. It is one of the most beautiful areas of Pakistan near Kashmir border. 

25th June, was our last day in Pakistan. We visited National University of Science and Technology (NUST). We reached there at 10.30 pm. NUST rector engineer Muhammad Ashgar said that, NUST has come a long way in developing as a comprehensive university on most modern lines.  The University has evolved exceedingly well over a short span of time, and has won enviable prominence both in the country and abroad. The University offers quality yet accessible higher education not only in the traditional fields but also in the emerging disciplines to meet contemporary as well as impending national needs.
We left our guesthouse at 4.00 pm for Benazir Bhutto international airport, Islamabad to catch our flight of Karachi. 26th June, we left Karachi for Bangladesh at 7.55 am. And our 14 days long tour met its formal ending.

What are the impressions of mine, after visiting Pakistan, seeing their higher educational institution, their historical & cultural heritage……?

What we see in our television channels, newspapers is not the real Pakistan. They become news worldwide for negative issues like- killing, bombing, suicide squad, political unrest and so on. But they never become news for advancement in educational field, historical heritage, rich culture, science and technology, research; for which they should be news. They consider Bangladesh as their brother country. They want to forget what happens in past and start a new journey with Bangladesh. When they heard that, we came from Bangladesh, they spontaneously told that, it is our second home! 

I must have to appreciate Pakistani hospitality. They were very warm-hearted, kind to us.

Pakistani students are not involved in national level politics. They form many organizations, club for students’ welfare and advancement. We made a good number of Pakistani friends there. Before returning we exchange our Face book, e-mail id, so that we can be connected with each other. As a member of South Asia Youth for Peace and prosperity society (SAYPPS), we can work together for peace and prosperity of south Asia.  This tour was so enjoyable and pleasant that I always remember the 14 days staying in Pakistan with heartfelt emotions.
Janina Islam Abir, Member
South Asia youth For peace and prosperity society (SAYPPS).
Student of University of Dhaka.
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