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SAARC or the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation which was established in December 1985 is a regional organization dedicated to develop the economical, technological, social, and cultural status of the South Asian nations. Having a regional organization is the way to success for countries in our region, apart from India and Pakistan most of the countries in this region doesn’t posses the ability to transform into a power house in the current political arena alone. SAARC which was originally introduced to uphold living standards of the people living in the South Asian region and also to bring the economic status of the region to a better position however failed to achieve its targets. Compared with the other regional organizations like European Union (EU) which has transformed into a major power house in the world political and economic arena, SAARC is far behind from its expected targets and it is evident that in present that SAARC is just another organization with great expectations but yet do anything better to the region.

If SAARC can function properly it will surely increase the living standards of the people in this South Asian region and push the economic status of the region into a better place while giving a quality life to the people living in this region. SAARC have the potential to accelerate the economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region but I must say that they have failed, we have failed to achieve we should have achieved long time back. As I know the main reason behind this failure is the race, the struggle between the two main power houses in the region, India and Pakistan, with their burning problems separated by a border India and Pakistan have engaged in their own cold war, and this as I can see have affected the growth of SAARC which was expected to boost the mutual understanding between the SAARC countries. Among the main principals of SAARC is to respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity, political equality and independence of all members states, through this we can secure peace within the region which is needed to move forward, but this problem between India and Pakistan is not letting the SAARC to move forward or function properly.

I must say that SAARC can turn into a great regional organization, we have the man power, our technological capabilities are developing and we have all what it takes to become a powerful regional organization but yet we are unable to do so mainly, as I have understood because of the Indian and Pakistani problem, they are powerful states and I believe that they should lead SAARC to become a flamboyant organization, which can make people living in this area happy. While Indians are trying to secure their knowledge and the economic status and Pakistan trying to beat them in the race, is not allowing the mechanism of this organization to function properly, two main states running their own races have affected the functionality of SAARC, so what we should do first is to establish peace and increase the mutual understanding of the countries in this region.

If we can achieve this first I think we can do wonders, we have a great future in our hands, Asia is booming day by day with countries like China, Singapore, India and South Korea becoming powerful nations, so what we should do is to set up SAARC properly, get the support of India and Pakistan and join the growth of Asia. Our region is blessed, compared with the other parts of the world, countries in this region doesn’t have to worry about water, we have enough food, our lands are blessed, we can simply grow anything we want, our seas have enough fish, we get continuous rain, we are rich in everything, but we just have to identify our strengths and then commit to achieve success as a one region and I believe only ‘SAARC’ can achieve it. So as I mention about India and Pakistan problem the next big issue that I have identified is the political culture in this region.

Even though democracy have been established in our region the political instability is damaging the entire region, especially the family politics have rooted in the countries and it is difficult to implement a proper plan for the betterment of the entire region when this happen, we can get a better idea about this point by looking at the EU, I mean they are politically stable, they have achieved the political stability and have managed to take the full advantage of it. If we are politically stable and united no other nation can put pressure on us, look at EU they are powerful and no one wants to put pressure on them everyone wants to negotiate with them, that is what we should also do. Stable the region politically and raise a one voice then everyone will surely respect.

When we take the recent alleged war crimes against Sri Lanka and the American sanctions, if SAARC was a properly functioning organization, I’m sure we would have a raise a one voice and the SAARC can come in forward to save Sri Lanka, but as we have failed to have a proper organization to protect the countries in this region the Americans are now putting pressure on Sri Lanka which I believe is unfair, when the Americans killed Osama Bin Laden or when they conquered Iraq no one questioned it, but when a minor state like Sri Lanka got rid of the terrorist curse which was killing the nation for over three decades it becomes everyone’s problem, when Americans kill Osama everyone commended saying that they did a great service to the entire world, what happened at Guantanamo bay? What happened to war crimes against American soldiers? No one is bothered to remember it even now, but the power full states are putting pressure on the other states like Sri Lanka, this is unfair, the small countries like us have been fed in a different spoon, in order to evade this situation the answer is ‘SAARC’, we got to regroup and start acting as a powerful regional organization, otherwise we will achieve nothing against the political tricks of the powerful nations.

SAARC will lead to development if we let it to function properly, let the objectives of the association to be achieved, the valuable principles of the organization like, respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity, political equality and independence of all member states, Cooperation for mutual benefit, needs to be protected.

SAARC can protect the member states, SAARC can help the member states when they are in turmoil, especially in time like these where the world is at another cold war situation with America in the verge of losing its dominance with the rise of China and Russia adding fuel to the crisis. World is once again in an unstable position, China the sleeping giant is becoming an economic power house and with their stable growth they will surely be on top of the world within another few years, in the other hand USA is trying to keep their no.1 status and trying to unstable the world by adding fuel to problems between countries, we can clearly see that there is a cold war between these powerful states, when the America led Western capitalist countries tried to get UN sanctions over Syria China and Russia voted against them, when America put sanctions over Iran China and Russia continued to support Iran, even India is still maintaining their business relations with Iran, but in a time like this small countries like Sri Lanka had to face the difficulties in getting their needs answered, Let me tell you why, Sri Lanka import oil from Iran and when United States of America put sanctions over Iran we were also forced to stop our deals with Tehran as a result the oil prices in the Sri Lanka went up, and it was followed by a series of price hikes in essential goods in the country. Now this situation was created by USA and as a region we couldn’t do anything, I mean the problem is between Iran and USA but we are the ones who are suffering due to their problems, this is not fair, if the SAARC was functioning properly we could have raise our voices against this, If Americans wants to put sanctions over Iran, that is their problem not ours so we would have continue our deals with Iran and people living in our region wouldn’t have to worry. This is why we need a powerful regional organization, we can stand as one, when we are alone we are nobody but if the South Asians can rise together as one, then we are strong. That’s what the European countries did, when the second world was over, the entire European region was suffering as they were fed up with two consecutive world wars and their economic status were in turmoil, at this very juncture Americans afforded loans to the entire world, which again one of their master plans that led to tumble the Soviet Russia, but the Europeans didn’t took the American money, no matter how hard it was what they did was to start working as a region and as a result they established the European Union and see where they are today, they have their own currency, they have their own map, own parliament, own flag, citizens in the region can travel anywhere within the EU countries with one passport, a German can go to Italy and work, an Italian can go to England and work, the Europeans actually achieved this great feat by working as a region.

But I get a disappointing feeling when comparing SAARC with EU, we have the best people and yet thousands of South Asian people are migrating to European and Western countries, they want to go out from this region, we call this brain drain, if we had SAARC properly running we could have stop this large number of brain draining and take the maximum use of the people living in this region for the betterment of this region. We don’t have a proper student exchange programs, if these programs exists people is not aware of it, people living in this region still need to get visas to travel within the region. We have to get rid of these limitations, we have to vanquish the borders so people within the region can travel freely and they can do business freely. We need to create this freedom through SAARC, otherwise it’s difficult to succeed. One of the main reasons behind the failure of SAARC is the diversity of the cultures within this region and especially the language barriers, in order to achieve success we first need to get rid of these matters as well, SAARC can develop their cultural exchange programs in to another level and make people aware of the other cultures within the region and make them show respect at each other. Actually Europeans didn’t have this problem much, as their living standards and cultures were a bit same and they didn’t find it difficult to mingle with the other cultures. So once we are done with this we can open our borders and let our people travel and live where ever they want within the region.

Going back to India, among the other SAARC countries India is leading when it comes to economy and it seems that they are finding it difficult to allow the SAARC policies to be enacted as they feel that by doing it their progress will also be held back, well to a certain extend I agreed to this, India is a growing nation and they will surely achieve great heights in the future if they can maintain their growth and comparing with the other countries Pakistan too is in a good position but their present political turmoil is affecting their growth and especially the rift between them and the Americans triggered by the terrorism will affect their growth but both India and Pakistan posses the nuclear technology and considered as powerful states. So they does not want to slow down their progress in order to help the other members states of SAARC, this too is one of the main problems that we should address. They might find it difficult to slow down their progress now, but in the future they can surely benefit from the other nations if they allow the SAARC to act properly. Because as I mentioned earlier, our lands are blessed, we have enough water and we possess the ability to cultivate even to the entire world, so we need to capitalize these benefits and let the world know who we are. India alone can develop but their skyrocketing population is becoming a problem to them and as a result their brain drain levels are also increasing, just think about all the labour force that is migrating to Europe and the Western countries, what if we can keep them within our regions we can use all the brains working for multi national companies and other countries for the betterment of this region, countries like Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, Bhutan and Afghanistan in the SAARC need the technology of the Indians to develop, if Indians can go to these countries and share the knowledge to develop the cultivations, their industries, soon the other countries too can develop.

This is not just a dream; this is the truth, now the developed nations are not allowing the developing nations to become industrialized countries, well for a country to be developed, their industrial sector, Agricultural sector and the service sector needs to be stabled and through that they can achieve development but currently the rich countries only encourages the developing countries like us in this South Asian region to improve our agricultural and service sectors only. Through this we cannot achieve development fully, even though we achieved development somehow it want be stabled we need to develop our industrial sector as well. So if we can act as a region, as one we can share the industrial abilities of India and Pakistan and with that support we can develop our agricultural sector, through this our people will not have to starve and we will also get the ability to export food to the other parts of the world and by stabling these two main components which is needed to develop we can easily develop our service sector as well. With the knowledge that the Indians, Sri Lankans posses we can increase the quality of the labour force within the region and take the maximum use of them, with all three main components of the development, industrial sector, agricultural sector and services sector, stable as a young journalist I believe that this is possible, but the golden rule ‘we must stay together’ and ‘SAARC’ is the only answer to this. But the present situation of ‘SAARC’ which has a great potential is disappointing; it has become an organization just to organize meetings and a sporting event, SAARC can do more but we are killing it, the political leadership in the region is killing it, if we are strong no one will come and create problems, the Western nations knows this and that’s why they play with us, there’s a lot that we can do if we have SAARC properly functioning, as a region we are powerful, we need to get this message to the people living in our region, we have to protect each other in order to succeed. We can bring development to countries like Afghanistan, Maldives, Bhutan and Nepal which really need help.

I guess we will have to suffer for few years, we will have to make some sacrifices but compared with the success that we can have, the little bit of sufferings want be a big problem, we need to share, selfish plans will only back fire the nations within this region, we can establish the political stability, we can keep our heads high if we can raise a one voice. I am not in the view that we must take revenge form the Western countries, what I want to tell is that there’s lot of political games going in the world these days and I can see that we have become just pawns to them, my views is that we have to stop this, we have to secure our independence the right to live freely, that’s why we need SAARC, the rich nations have the ability to buy lot of nations in this association, we have become prostitutes for them to name a price and buy, what I say is that we have to stop this, and again and again I say ‘SAARC’ is the only hope. If we can get our younger generations to act, if we can educate them from the childhood the benefits of this organization I’m sure they will work towards making this organization a success, as I can see SAARC is the future for this region, we have to establish our own rules, we need a single currency, we need to give our people a passport which allows them to travel anywhere within the region, we have too reduce the taxes imposed when doing business within the region, We can use South Asian Games the only good outcome of SAARC to develop mutual understanding within the region, like wise we can do lot of things but we have to get ‘SAARC’ running properly. There are issues like Kashmir issue between India and Pakistan, I think its time for the political leaders of the other nations to address these issues in one of their summits and find a solution to this problem, and we have to stop terrorism, brain drain, political instability, discrimination we have to put aside our cultural differences and act as one, we can do this the future generation can do this, all we need is a chance to make a change, I as a young journalist have identified what we should do in order to achieve the SAARC goals, but I also know that even if I want to make a difference, I will have to wait for that, SAARC need to open doors for people who want to commit for this cause, so that people will come and render their full support to make ‘SAARC’ a successful organization. I mean we need to go out, educate people about SAARC, so they will too ask from their authorities about ‘SAARC’ and what are their plans to uphold the values of this prestigious organization. 
1985 was the year that South Asian leaders established SAARC and from 1985 to 2012 its 27 years, I think we have wasted nearly three decades for nothing, I can see a bright future for our coming generations if we can establish SAARC properly, its never too late, our future generations will benefit from this if we start working towards achieving SAARC goals today and as a young journalist I have full faith in SAARC and I believe we can make SAARC the most powerful regional organization in the world.

