Youth, Sports & World Cup Cricket 2011
The World Cup 2011, the biggest cricket show on the earth, has been started with a flamboyant opening hosted by Bangladesh. Bangladesh earns good points in exposing its soft power as a capable country to host an international event like World Cup. The other two hosts India and Sri Lanka join the band with their vast cricket loving people. Now, the show gets a South Asian exposure. The most important things are the performance of youths who are players and supporters as well. The young players are the centre of people’s hope and the nations get united on the well wish of the respective countries as young players are representing the national urge. What a fantastic expression of nationalism and love for country!
The South Asian countries are entangled with the problems of rearing up their youth as a good citizen. Drugs, AIDS, obsession with overseas culture and absence of national feelings and, now, terrorism are portrayed as synonymous with South Asian Youth. A sense of distrust and gap exists between the governments and the Youths. Governments have very little success in engaging youth in nation building activities on the one hand and youths are not getting priority in the national development planning. Lack of opportunity of leisure entertainment tends them towards drugs, pornography and other social malice. One interesting thing to be found that as the world cup steps in youth delinquency gets sharp reduce. We are seeing thousands of youths are waving their national flag and cheering their respective team. They are galloping cricket matches and participating in their nearby fields’ even roads with bat and ball.

Sports can be good tools that can train up youth in a healthy environment with competitiveness and professionalism and patriotism. Education curriculums should include sports as an embedded part of education. Necessary infrastructures like sports ground, trainer, sports goods should be ensured. South Asian governments have attached sports with the youth ministry which is a good initiative.  National Youth Policies should be formulated according to the move giving a due share to sports. Cricket diplomacy can be a uniting force fit to our divided South Asia. For example, in 1987, Pakistan's president at the time, General Zia ul-Haq, attended a test match between India and Pakistan in Jaipur - a visit that apparently helped cool a flare-up in tensions. Cricket tours between India and Pakistan were revived in 2004 in the wake of diplomatic initiatives to bury half a century of mutual hostility. Both sides relaxed their tough visa regulations for each other, allowing thousands of fans to travel across the border.
We are seeing across the Arab world what youth can do. They are turning down the age old chess boards of the despots and opening ushering eras of freedom, democracy, fraternity and obviously vigor of youth. We must have to rely on the strength of youth and create opportunity for them to bloom. Cricket can be a good tool for that purposes as in our divided South Asia we have the common cricket loving people especially youth.
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