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Bangladesh is one of the worst affected countries of climate change on the one hand and rapid unplanned & substandard urbanization on the other. The relationship between climate change and cities is complex. City-based activities contribute significant amounts of greenhouse gases and, simultaneously, are often more vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Dhaka is now the world's eighth largest city and a significant proportion of Bangladesh's greenhouse gases are generated here. At the same time it is prone to damaging and costly flooding, both from the rivers that bound it and from rainfall that generates runoff that is beyond the capacity of the drains. In less than 20 years, the city has faced three major floods, each causing huge damage and economic loss.   We are facing streams of village people toward the capital Dhaka as well as the urban centers most of whom are climate refugees. People also migrate to the cities in search of lively hood as agriculture based village economy is exhausted to support the huge population with decreasing fertility as well as desertification and soil water which are also impact of climate change. Although relative to total emissions worldwide, the contribution is negligible. But this contribution is likely to increase rapidly with the continuing growth of the city's population, economy and energy consumption, as well as increased motor vehicle use. The demographic distributions shows that youth would be the worst affected section as they comprise 40% of total city dwellers. So combating strategies should include creativity, ideals and courage of youth to tackle the climate change effects in the urban areas.  
According to a study of BCAS (Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies) existing and future climate change induced threats for Dhaka mega city are temperature variations, erratic rainfall, flood and water logging, cyclone, climate induced health break and sea level rise 2m-13m.
  Cities are facing vulnerability mostly of the human made environmental pollution. The Lifeline Rivers around the cities especially Dhaka are being grabbed by the land developers who often fill the rivers and build city extensions without following any green rules. Rivers are too polluted to general usage. City transportation system is prone to air pollution which growing at alarming rate to the health of the citizens. In the city a huge number of people live in the slums with lacks of sanitary, clean water, maternal health support which do not suit the MDG standard. Young people count the lion share of the city striding population. They rear up in the slums which are usually hub of criminal activities like drugs and arms selling and get engaged in crimes.  However, there is an urgent need to integrate climate risk into city development strategies and plans. UCCRN’s four track frame can be a good model where a global institution framework is proposed covering micro to macro picture of climate risks of the cities of developing countries.

As per the 60th annual DPI/NGO conference organized by the United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI) in collaboration with the NGO/DPI, an executive committee meet on “Climate Change: How It Impacts Us All” was held from September 5 to 7, 2007, at the United Nations Headquarters. It stressed the role of youth, the next generation which inhabits the Earth and inherits the responsibility to protect the planet, in fighting the complex scientific problems and social quandaries presented by climate change.
 Youth education represents one of the most effective tools to combat the destructive potential of climate change and cultivate an international understanding among members of the next generation since it is a long-term process that will impact an infinite number of future generations. The theme of International Youth Day, 2008, was “Youth and Climate change: Time for action.” In his address, Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations said young people who are adept at spreading new habits and technologies are well placed to contribute to the fight against climate change. Mr. Ban stressed: “They (youth) are adaptable and can quickly make low-carbon lifestyles and career choices a part of their daily lives. Youth should therefore be given a chance to take an active part in the decision-making of local, national and global levels. They can actively support initiatives that will lead to the passage of far-reaching legislation”. A more defined role should be given to the youth to prevent the impact of climate change. Youth initiative should be focused on the both side of prevention and cure, keeping in mind that prevention is better than cure. In the prevention side they will work for limit the causes of climate change and on other , cure side, they would support to cure the effects of climate change already occurred. 

A good number of initiatives have been taken by the Bangladeshi youth. They form environment related youth clubs in different universities and tertiary level education institutions. They volunteer posthumously in time of climate disasters like Aila, flood, cyclone and so on.   They are blogging as well as creating social networking platforms to campaign on the climate change issues. Bangladesh government has included environment and climate change related curriculums in the higher secondary levels.  
What is to be done?
1. It is essential to conduct major studies among youth regarding awareness about climate change as well as role of youth in combating climate change, especially in the urban areas.
2. They can promote environment friendly life styles like using bi-cycle as a transport, following water saving tips and so on. 
3. Promote green activities using the internet.

4. Volunteer for organizations working on climate change issues.
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