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Introduction

With the number of people who do not have access to safe water rising just over 1 billion to 2 billion by 2025 (roughly one third of the world population), water scarcity represents a major political, economic and human rights issue driving vulnerability and conflict (UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2010). Many scholars claim, therefore, the next world war will be fought over water resources (Yoffe, 2003). According to this thesis, a scarcity of natural resources can lead to conflicts and violence especially in developing countries. This scarcity can have security implications and these security implications can lead to regional instability and insecurity. One such resource that has the potential to lead to a crisis in South Asia is water resource. Water issues in South Asia are especially threatening because the political equation between a numbers of the countries in the region is highly volatile, be it India–Pakistan, India‐ Bangladesh or India‐Nepal. Moreover, water disputes are not recent phenomena (Malhotra, 2010). In addition to, another important security implication of water dispute is that both the perception and reality of water demand in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna delta have changed radically since India and Pakistan became independent in 1947. With over 200 million people, the delta has experienced more than doubling of water demand in the period. Despite the huge increase in the development and use of groundwater, southwestern Bangladesh and southern West Bengal have experienced increasing water shortages (Brichieri-Colombi & Bradnock, 2003; 43-64). It should also be noted that South Asia is also experiencing intra-state conflict over water sharing notably the conflict between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka on river Kaveri. It is very easy to assess that the security and stability of the region as well as the success of SAARC in future depends ultimately on the water-sharing issue. This paper attempts to highlight the existing debates and arguments on water sharing problem, and provides some recommendation on how conflict can be an area of cooperation between states of South Asia. 

Water Sharing Dispute in South Asia

Since the second half of the twentieth century, South Asia, one of the most populous and thirsty regions of the world, has been experiencing international water-related conflict. The first major water-related dispute was concerned with the river Indus between India and Pakistan which was resolved by these two states in the early 1960s through concluding an agreement assisted by the World Bank (Cited from Subedi, 1999; 953-962).  At the same time as the question of the Indus was being resolved, a dispute over the waters of the Ganges River between India and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) was brewing. Another major addition to the water-related problems of South Asia was concerned with the waters and status of the Mahakali River, a tributary of the Ganges that forms the border between India and Nepal. 
The most pressing thing is not that India was viewed by both Bangladesh and Nepal as a giant hegemonic neighbor intent on securing deals favorable to it at the expense of its smaller neighbors. For its part, India viewed the politicians of its neighbors, as nicely put by the Economist, as rendered so paranoid by nationalist sentiments that they were incapable of striking sensible deals with New Delhi.
 Clearly, there was a degree of mistrust between India and its neighbors. Nevertheless, a major breakthrough was achieved in 1996 when not only India and Nepal, but also India and Bangladesh, were able to conclude two long-term treaties of far-reaching implications regarding the sharing and utilization of the water resources of the Mahakali and Ganges rivers, respectively. These two treaties of historic importance in the diplomacy of the three states seek to place these countries on the road toward equitable enjoyment of the resources of their shared rivers, mutual respect and trust, and closer economic cooperation (Subedi, 1999; 953-962). The following paragraphs focus on water sharing disputes between states of South Asia.
Water Sharing Dispute between Nepal and India
Nepalese Himalaya is the main source of most of the rivers which flow through the valleys and plains of Nepal to India, and finally to the Bay of Bengal. They constitute a major portion of hydroelectric power, a cheap and durable form of energy much needed by such populous nations as India and Bangladesh. It is estimated that these Nepalese rivers could generate up to eighty-three thousand megawatts of hydroelectric power.
 Many Nepalese view India as a party intended to exploit Nepal's hydropower potential to its advantage. Their opinion is based on Nepal's experience with the Kosi and Gandak agreements of the 1950s, under which India secured disproportionate benefits to Nepal's detriment.
 This past grievance leads to the insertion of a clause, at the insistence of all the major political parties, in the new Constitution of 1998 to ensure that no Nepalese government, whether under Indian pressure or otherwise, would conclude a treaty on the use and apportionment of Nepal's water resources without securing a two-thirds majority in Parliament. Despite the presence of mistrust and suspicion, they have some form of compromise, negotiation and cooperation on water-sharing. The treaty concerning the Mahakali River concluded between the two states on February 12, 1996 is a glaring example.
Water-Sharing Dispute between Bangladesh and India

The dispute on the water of the Ganges between India and Bangladesh dates back to the partition of India in 1947. Most of the territorial and water-related issues have come to surface shortly after the division of Indian subcontinent in 1947. India and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) engage in dispute on the sharing of Ganges water very soon. The problem actually came into manifestation in the 1950s when India adopted the plan to build a massive dam with the purpose of diverting the waters of the Ganges to the river Hooghly, which in turn would flush the port of Calcutta to prevent it from silting. Pakistan opposed this plan initiated by India and the relations became strained. Despite the strong opposition of Pakistan, India began to construct dam in 1964.
 When Bangladesh became independent with Indian military support in 1971, the Farakka project, which was under construction, became a matter of controversy between India and Bangladesh and they decided to establish a joint river commission in 1972.
 Nevertheless, the situation came to a head in 1975, when India sought Bangladesh's agreement to a test run of the feeder canal.
 Thus, Bangladesh and India concluded an agreement regarding the Farakka project in 1975 for the first time. It was valid for only forty-one days, basically to allow the commissioning of the barrage. According to the 1975 agreement, India would be allowed to divert 11,000 cusecs of flow into the feeder canal in April and 16,000 cusecs in May 1975. The major breakthrough in the course of dispute on river Ganges came to an end officially in 1996 when India and Bangladesh concluded an agreement. Today, India and Bangladesh are in conflict on the issue of Teesta water sharing. PM Sheikh Hasina in her address at India-Bangladesh Business Summit claims that water sharing issue should be resolved for further increasing the closeness of two neighbors.

Water Sharing Dispute between Pakistan and India

India and Pakistan are involved in conflicts on different issues. Kashmir is the most important factor for the rivalry of these two countries. The enmity between India and Pakistan has its roots in the movement to gain independence from Great Britain. The principal fault line ran along religious lines and placed Hindus against Muslims. The process by which the British partitioned the Indian sub-continent in 1947 into independent India and Pakistan helped to fuel this animosity (Lilienthal1 966). Another source of Indo-Pakistan tensions was the Indus waters dispute which was resolved in 1960 through signing a treaty of sharing water of this river (Alam, 2002; 341-353). By the large the treaty has been working smoothly but in recent times not only the treaty has been subjected to criticism but the violation of its many provisions of the treaty has raised new issues. Simultaneously three disputes related to the provisions of the treaty have surfaced. These disputes are Wullar Lake Barrage, Bagmhillhar dam and Kishnanganga project (Cheema, 2006).
Security Implications

In the literature of environmental security produced by Homer-Dixon and Collier (1999) it has been found out that environmental scarcity can lead to rise of conflicts which devastating impacts fall on the security environmental of the region. Water resource and its sharing have security implications in the context of South Asia for some reasons. Misunderstanding and mistrust resulted and resulting from water sharing issue can destabilize the region. In addition to, there is possibility of inter-state armed conflict either full-scale or small scale, either in the form of conventional methods or patronizing terrorist groups based on water sharing issue because water is important for every state. 
Conclusion
“Trans-boundary watercourses traversing different states present a challenge in terms of management as they constitute different states with different interests as per their national needs and different groups of people in the different states with different needs. The potential for conflict in such watercourses is great pointing to the need for cooperation between states as well as between basin users. (Kameri-Mbote, 2005).”
Like the quotation mentioned above, last of all I would like to say that South Asia can turn in the direction of cooperation from conflict in terms of water sharing disputes. We all must acknowledge that a prosperous, developed, and peaceful South Asia can be possible to establish only through cooperation among the states of the region. Cooperation in the field of water sharing can be ensured through the adoption of certain measures under the umbrella of SAARC or bilateral agreements.

· Resolution of water sharing disputes through the application of international law.

· Political leadership of the states must be committed to be cooperative and friendly.
· Strengthening existing joint river commissions, and establishing new such body if necessary.

· Conducting research and sharing of information on water flow.

· Construction of dam, and barrage with the consent of both lower and upper riparian countries.

· Renunciation of blame game.

· Respect for the equality and equity of every state in terms of water sharing.
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