EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Bangladesh is surrounded by India in three sides with 4096 km mal managed border which make the issue of Bangladesh–India border a bone of contentions between the two neighbors who share thousand years political, economical and socio-cultural bondage. But the issues of border delimitation, exchange of enclaves, torture of the Bangladeshi nationals in BSF camps, rape, illegal arrest of Bangladeshi nationals or dragging them into Indian territory and kidnapping of the Bangladeshis, infiltration, occupation of Bangladesh lands, regular killing of the Bangladeshi citizens, particularly children, by BSF and Indian miscreants across the border with stand between the two SAARC countries which sparkle unwanted events restraining amicable relations.

Several times BGB (Border Guard Bangladesh) organized flag meetings with BSF (Border Security Force, India) and Bangladesh government talked with India about border killings and other issues. They committed to stop all malpractices in border areas. India as well as BSF officials agreed that they will use non-lethal weapons at border areas and would not hand over held Bangladeshis, who carelessly enter Indian territories, to Indian police. They will hand them over to the BGB. They also agreed not to push back Bangla-speaking Indian citizens into Bangladesh. They also promised that they will take action according to BGB official’s detailed lists of Indian smugglers, their dens and make-shift drug manufacturing factories along the border. But reality is still now there are no effective steps taken by the BSF or by the Indian government. Moreover, killing, abduction, indiscriminate firing, etc. are going on at the border areas of Bangladesh by the BSF and by the Indian miscreants. In 2013, it has been also continuing with a vicious number of killings by the BSF. BSF killed, injured, and abducted 9, 16 and 30 Bangladeshi people till the date of April 9, 2013.

Under this circumstance, this study has been conducted to reveal the borderlanders perceptions on India’s aggression in border areas of Bangladesh. This study is evident that how general people who live in border areas perceive India’s brutality and how it’s affecting their lives. It also shows peoples perceptions toward facing border aggressions. It also gives clear indication on peoples perceptions on present government initiatives against border killings by the BSF and recommendation to stop border killings. 

This study conducted on the basis of both qualitative and quantitative methodology. Both primary and secondary sources used and analyzed in this study. Field investigation began in February and ended in March 31, 2013.

The numbers of 100 respondents were drawn randomly from borderlanders (who were belong to different age, religion, gender, educational qualification and occupation) of two land border side districts of Rajshahi and Rangpur divisions of Bangladesh. 50 samples were taken from Diar Manik Chak (DMC) union under Godagari thana at Rajshahi district and rest 50 respondents were taken from Fulbari and Simulbari unions of Fulbari thana and Dakhhin Ramkhana union of Nagessori thana at Kurigram district. Killing-prone (border areas of Kurigram zilla) and less killing-prone border areas (Diar Manik Chak border area, Godagari, Rajshahi) have been selected purposively to conduct this study for collecting authentic data and responses from border peoples.

This study reveals that 73% borderlanders think killings by the BSF in border areas is the expression of Indian hegemony towards Bangladesh. 16% respondents responded that they think killing in border areas by the B.S.F. partially express Indian hegemony towards Bangladesh. 82% border peoples think killing in border areas by the Indian force is completely irrational.

It is found that 76% respondents are aware about the border lines in their areas. 16 % respondents do not know and only 8% have somewhat knowledge on border lines in their localities. 

There are several reasons behind border killings by the BSF. Out of those, preventing smuggling is found as the highest rated (47%) cause of border killing in this study. The second highest cause is illegal border crossing by the Bangladeshis (41%). Aggressive and hegemonic policy and approach of India is considered as third highest cause (32%). Religious differences (29%), immoral and reckless attitude of B.S.F. members (25%) and present government’s failure for not taking adequate steps against Indian’s border killings (24%) come next. People also perceive that the foreign policy is weak and subservient (13%). After that, weak border security management of Bangladesh considered as important cause (12% said). The least rated cause is the disputes among the border security forces over the distribution of share of illegal trade (5%) though it’s quite related with preventing smuggling. 

Border people also mentioned some other causes (9%) apart from given options in the research questionnaire. 1% talked about involvement of BGB (Border Guard of Bangladesh) in smuggling and 1% considered BGB as a weak border force. 1% also said that Indian government does not say anything to BSF. 1% said about the role of lineman’s (people who are unofficially appointed by the BGB in border areas) in smuggling which causes border killings. 2% talked about the conflict between informers and police. 3% respondents shared that, as Bangladesh is poor and there is lack of livelihood opportunity therefore, India considers Bangladesh as a weak country. One respondent from Diar Manik Chak of Godagari said that, “There are thousands of people going to India in search of livelihood through border area, only few died. If there are enough work opportunities in locality, then it will lessen the tendency to cross the border illegally.”     

India’s aggression in border areas of Bangladesh has enormous effect on borderlanders as well as on Bangladesh. Majority (79%) border peoples said that they always live in fear and panic due to BSF and Indian miscreants’ aggression which hampers normal ways of their lives. Security of Bangladesh becomes threatened rated as second highest (30%) impact of border killings by the BSF. It creates anti-Indian mentality among the Bangladeshis said 25% respondents. Respondents also rated that it hinders border people’s economic activities and hampers country’s national economy (16% said).

Needless to say, this research found the concurrent incidents of indiscriminate killing of the border area’s people of Bangladesh have severe impacts on the people, family, society, economy, political parties, and incumbent government of Bangladesh and also on the bilateral relations between India and Bangladesh. India, through its aggressive and hegemonic policies and approaches in border areas of Bangladesh, always try to take undue advantages from Bangladesh by keeping it under pressure.
The killing of BSF does not include only man, but also women and children’s. Sometime a family becomes dependent on its meal earner. When he has been killed by the BSF, then the family lost its guardian, who has been supported the economic and other responsibilities of the family members. His children’s, wife, parents and others affected mentally and economically for decades. When someone lost his or her daughter, son, father or mother because of BSF or Indian miscreants’ killings, then that particular person is also affected mentally and economically for decades. Physical and mental disorders have been found among the border peoples who were tortured by the BSF in different ways in different times. Border females, who were raped or abducted by the BSF or by the Indian miscreants, face social stigma for the whole life.

Drunk BSF members use vulgar words towards border peoples, especially to the women; use search lights for no reasons on Bangladeshi borderlanders houses. Border females cannot take rest in open air in their yards at night in fear of BSF’s such reckless attitude. They always live in panic of rape due to BSF aggressive attitude. Children of borderlanders cannot play in fear of BSF. BSF often shoot open fire which creates panic among the borderlanders and for this reason people cannot sleep at night. BSF member’s reckless attitude keeps the border peoples always in panic and due to this border peoples of Bangladesh especially the char peoples who lives near India border are leaving those areas which creating depopulated lands in border areas. The smugglers, who have connection with BSF, also live in panic in border areas. They think BSF do not trust them and anytime they can be victimized of BSF cruelty. All such issues hamper normal ways of lives of borderlanders and also create anti-Indian sentiment among them and the people of Bangladesh. 
Border killing by the BSF is identified as an important cause by the majority of border peoples (77%) for deteriorating relationships between Bangladesh and India. 16% respondents think it is partially responsible for deteriorating the relationships between Bangladesh and India. In fact, the bilateral relations between India and Bangladesh are hampered at a great extent due to India’s border aggression. Furthermore, the crisis of trust between two countries hampers trade, cultural exchange, communal harmony and other aspects of relationship. 

The most significant finding of this study is that almost all border peoples (90%) think that India will not keep her promise regarding stopping border killings. Rest 10% respondents of this study expressed their doubt on this issue that also indicates a negative thought regarding keeping promise by the Indian government. This finding can be considered as an outcome of the peoples feelings towards unfulfilled promises that were made by the Indian government to Bangladesh regarding stopping border killings. 
It is found in this study that most of the borderlanders (91%) believe that steps taken by the current government are inadequate to stop border killings. The incumbent government faces huge pressure from the opposition political parties, the civil society and general people to take immediate actions to stop indiscriminate killing of Bangladeshis by the Indian force in border. If the government fails, then the consequences would affect the result of national parliament election. The failures of incumbent government to protect its citizens become a political issue in terms of national election. 

This study shows majority border people (63%) think that the government of Bangladesh should be bold enough in protesting against B.S.F border killings. She must talk with Indian government about stopping to kill innocent Bangladeshis. Formulating strong foreign policy and its implementation is considered as second highest (38%) important step to stop border killings as well as to face Indian hegemony. Other steps like strengthening Bangladesh border security force and it’s monitoring, putting pressure on India internationally and creating awareness among border peoples for resistance rating are 25%, 23% and 21% respectively. 13% respondents also recommended some other steps. Out of them 6% respondents mentioned about prevention of smuggling in border areas and 4% respondents emphasized on efficient and sincere role of BGB members. 3% respondents believe that if work opportunity increased in border locality, then border killings might be reduced. As Bangladesh is economically poor than India and lack of work opportunity led people to cross the borders, so economical growth may solve the problem to some extent.   

It is clear that Bangladeshi border peoples want their government to consider this issue seriously and stand against any kind of aggression, killings in border areas by India. People want their government, their authority to act more effectively.
Some recommendations regarding the role of governments of Bangladesh and India and others to stop aggression in border areas of Bangladesh have been given below on the basis of this study:
Role of Government of Bangladesh:
-Government should formulate and implement strong foreign policy 
-Government should protest boldly against B.S.F. border killings and all kinds of India’s aggression
-Putting pressure on India internationally

-Government should take steps to strengthen and modernize Border Guard of Bangladesh 

-Government should work effectively for promoting nationalistic feelings among the borderlanders and also should aware border people to face all internal and external challenges

-Steps should be taken to aware borderlanders about rules and regulations of borders
-Incorporate border issue in the text books from elementary level up to higher level 

-Government should create employment opportunity in border areas

-The government should seriously think about the sustainable socio-economical and political policies for the border peoples

-It is urgently needed to improve the communication system of border areas

Role of India:
-India should give up all kinds of aggressive and hegemonic policies and approaches towards Bangladesh
-India should not ignore cultural and linguistic commonalities shared by the border peoples of two countries 
-Indian government should bring accused BSF members and miscreants under trial for stopping border aggressions

-India should compensate to the affected families of border areas of Bangladesh
-India should keep her promise regarding stopping border aggression. She should respect international border laws and agreements with Bangladesh
-Indian Parliament should accept the Land Border Agreement between Bangladesh and India
-India should assign those BSF members between Bangladesh-India Border areas who knows and can understand Bangla
Role of BSF:
-BSF should not use lethal weapons in border areas

-BSF should brought illegal border crossers under judiciary system rather than killing and torture

-BSF should give up communal mentality

-BSF should give up all kinds of immoral activities including cooperating smugglers at   Bangladesh-India border areas
-BSF should stop cooperating Indian miscreants to attack on Bangladeshi border peoples
Role of the Borderlanders of Bangladesh:
-People should not be involved in smuggling

-Borderlanders should not violate border rules and regulations and they should face all aggression with patriotism and country’s nationalism

Role of BGB and Others Law Enforcing Agencies:
-It is urgently needed to increase BGB surveillance in border areas

-BGB and Police should not hide any incidents occur by the BSF or by the Indian miscreants

-To take proper steps against illegal border crossings

-To take proper steps against smuggling
Role of Media, N.G.O., Civil Society and Political Parties:
-All national and international electronic and print Medias should portray the India’s aggression in border areas of Bangladesh, which will be effective to stop India’s aggression in border areas of Bangladesh

-Different N. G. O.s can work for food security, livelihood development of the borderlanders. They can take initiatives to aware all aged borderlanders about rules and regulations of borders
-Intellectuals, celebrities, media personnel and members of civil society should describe the brutality of India’s aggression in border areas of Bangladesh through dialogue and writing.
-All political parties of Bangladesh should have unanimous position regarding stopping border aggression of India
Others:
-Bangladesh and India can form a joint ‘Border Inquiry Commission’ where members of International Human Rights organizations will also be included to address and to bring justice against all kinds of border aggression activities.
