
“Youth Development and Expectations from the SAARC Governments”
Discussions and Recommendations

1. For the first time in South Asian history, all regional countries are practicing democracy; the youth population with effective training in leadership and citizenship can help stabilize the system 

2. Redefining democracy and developing youth movement across the region is essential for exploring full potential of the youths. Mere ‘electoral democracy’ would not help overcome problem of the youths. SAARC charter, which is highly governmental, ‘is not democratized’

3. The governments in all South Asian countries are responsible for producing and reproducing inequality, unemployment and gender discrimination and thereby hindering physical, psychological and intellectual developments of the youth in the region.
4. Main reason for underdevelopment of youth is lack of democracy in states. Democracy is not just electoral transfer of power, democratization means equality regardless of ethnicity, class, religion, caste, creed, gender and cultural background.
5. One may find that youths of South Asia are getting enough help from their governments and their development and mobilization are taking place in leaps and bounds. But the actual picture is far from the reality. The rates of unemployment and poverty are highest among the youths in South Asia.
6. They continue to be adversely affected by poverty. Largest proportion of the world’s poorest youth are found in South Asia, which accounts for 4 out of 10 young people living on  less than US$ 1 or US$ 2 day.
7. Young people, influenced by consumerism, western culture and ideas through electronic media, internet and market-oriented disciplines in their curricula in the tertiary educational, are becoming disoriented. They are at a loss as they experience the disappearance of their traditional social and psychological safety-net, which has not been replaced by another paradigm.
8. SAARC should adopt a uniform definition of youth across South Asia, ensuring quality education and eliminating gender discrimination and violence against young females at the earliest.
9. History writings should focus more on the commonalities of South Asia, as a region, than differences.
10. SAARC should be strengthened as a South Asian identity and culture of hegemony should be avoided.
11. We have to redefine democracy and develop youth movement in undemocratic states across South Asia for exploring full potential of the youths.
12. We need a clearly spelled-out youth development policy and total reorganization and restructuring of the education sector from primary to the tertiary level across South Asia.
13. We should reorganize our educational institutions first from primary level to university level.
14. We have to increase people to people contact especially among the young people in South Asia for the development of the region.
15. South Asian governments should simplify the visa process for the youths of the region.
16. A SAARC television channel could be launched which will help in increasing interaction among the peoples of the South Asian countries.
17. Girls and young women face discrimination at every sphere of their lives, and widespread violence against them prevent their physical and mental development. Massive advocacy in order to eliminate gender discrimination is needed. Inclusion of Gender Issues in the curricula beginning from High Schools could be a necessary step in this purpose.
18. It is suggested that SAARC High Commissions and embassies should support organizations like South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS), who are facilitating increasing connectivity among the youth of South Asia through different academic activities like organizing joint researches, seminars, symposiums, cultural exchanges and awarding scholarships to underprivileged but talented young students.
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