Speakers at a seminar yesterday ( 21 July, 2011) stressed the need to take immediate actions to resolve the disputes in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The seminar titled “ Chittagong Hill Tracts: Challenges of Unity” was organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) at the Social Science Faculty, University of Chittagong in the port city.

The speakers accentuated due importance on the challenges of unity in the Chittagong Hill Tracts region and urge all the parties to put attention on the issues of territorial integrity of Bangladesh ,trust and confidence between contesting parties or communities in CHT, extent  of use of the army in CHT , a decision whether the Bangalee (settled in 1978 – 82) will continue to stay in CHT, a decision about the pattern of ownership of land  in CHT , a decision about survey of land in CHT and constitutional recognition of the ethnic minority.
Speakers urge that outstanding issues in CHT should be resolved within the sovereign domain of Bangladesh expelling all kinds of external pressures and aggression. Eminent educationist Professor Dr. Mohammad Alauddin, Honorable Pro-Vice Chancellor, University of Chittagong attended the seminar as Chief Guest and emphasized on issues of the welfare of the indigenous and Bangalee both  who are facing hurdles to access basic infrastructures like electricity, communications and government welfare schemes. 

Professor Dr. Jyoti Prakash Dutta, Honorable Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Chittagong and Mr. Nazimuddin Shyamol, Bureau Chief, The Daily Independent and General Secretary, Chittagong Union of Journalists (CUJ) were present in the seminar as Special Guest and Guest of Honor respectively. Dr. Jyoti Prakash Dutta emphasized on reviewing the constitutional status of the indigenous people. Mr. Nazimuddin Shyamol suggested media should play an impartial role in CHT issue to uphold Bangladesh’s national interest.
Professor Dr. Mahfuzul Hoque Chowdhury, Department of Political Science, Professor Dr. Mohammad Shah, Department of History, Dr. Abdullah Al Faruque, Associate Professor, Department of Law, Mr. Muhammad Faridul Alam, Chairman, Department of International Relations, University of Chittagong, Avijit Chakma, Pahari Student Leader among others spoke at the seminar while Major General (retd.) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, BIR PROTIK presented the keynote paper and  Mr. S.M. Monirul Hassan, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Chittagong presided over the seminar.
