SEMINAR REPORT
Speakers at a seminar Thursday (October 27, 2011) stressed the need to take immediate actions to resolve the disputes between India and Pakistan regarding Kashmir issue. Complex, severe, commonly enduring and often violent- all these traits of protracted social conflict make things very difficult to deal with these kinds of protracted social conflicts. The India- Pakistan Conflict over Kashmir Issue can be shown as appropriate example of protracted conflict. In most extreme situation, dealing with protracted conflict is much more difficult than others as because in more extreme cases, parties to a protracted conflict may be so angry with each other that they will not pursue or accept a mutually beneficial agreement, because they do not want to do anything that will help their opponent. The disputes between India Pakistan have an adverse impact over the whole South Asian Countries. So, it is high time to take proper action to resolve Kashmir disputes to mitigate the unrest in South Asia. Speakers also urged to stop all kinds of brutality in Kashmir and to allow people of Kashmir to make their own fate according to their will.
The seminar titled “Kashmir Issue and Unrest in South Asia” was organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) at the R.C Majumdar Arts Auditorium, University of Dhaka.

The key note paper was presented by Mr. Subhan Chawdhury, Political Risk Analyst, Asia Division, Exclusive analysis (A UK Headquartered Risk Analysis Firm). The 11-pages key-note paper touched almost all the aspects of relationships between India and Pakistan and the impacts of Kashmir disputes over the youth, nation as well as South Asian Regionalism. It also tried to find out ways to address all the problems regarding Kashmir disputes and Unrest in South Asia and the failure of regionalism under the umbrella of SAARC.
Professor Dr. Delwar Hossain, Chairman, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka, presided over the seminar.
Mr. Abdul Hasan Chodhury, Former State Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh;  Professor Dr. Syed Anwar Husain, Editor, The Daily Sun;  Mr. Mutafa Kamal Majumdar, Editor, The Daily New Nation were present in the seminar as Guests of Honor.
Mr. Abul Hasan Chowdhury emphasized on resolving Kashmir disputes immediately for sustainable peace in South Asia and focused on youth sufferings and brutality of armed forces in Kashmir.  Dr. Syed Anwar Husain suggested considering the Kashmir issue in the context of regional as well as global perspective. He said to find out appropriate engineering system for resolving this dispute.
Mr. Mutafa Kamal Majumdar suggested abolishing of Armed Forces Special Powers Act in Kasmir. He mentioned, Amnesty International and the Human Rights Watch have condemned human rights abuses in Kashmir by Indians such as extra-judicial executions, disappearances, and torture.

The discussants urged on how the formation of regional integration has been greatly successful in brining historically hostile countries together. The factors that push countries closer are both economic and political. Besides these they stressed on how “Kashmir Issue” interrupted to making success of South Asian regionalism. Here political factors are dominating rather than the economical factors. They give emphasis on the opinion of the Kashmiries about Kashmir.
Participating in the discussion, Ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman, Chairman, Center for Foreign Affairs Studies has said, India and Pakistan are two regional giants of South Asia who has already fought three conventional wars. To show their military power, both of them never exhausted a bit. Therefore, they are still continuing their hostilities in various ways which badly effects on the South Asian Regionalism in terms of Arms Race as well as nuclear arms race. Unsettled Kashmir dispute poses a potentially serious threat to the needed bondage between South Asia countries, precisely India-Pakistan relationship. Pakistan considers Kashmir as its core political dispute with India. India considers it as one of the leading unresolved issue. India-Pakistan tensions are worrying for other South Asian counties because these two are main players. And uneasiness between these two countries is dangerous because they bring two nuclear states face to face. He also said that India cannot be a permanent member in UN Security Council due to her questionable role in Kashmir.
Professor Dr. Dilara Chowdhury, political scientist and former professor, Department of Government and Politics, Jahangirnagar University said. ‘Youths of any society are uniquely and largely affected by threats, violence and unrests.’ They are in most cases, main actors of violence, war and unrests. Social scientists say that wars and violence are not possible without youths’ participation. Participation of youth in unrest, rebellion, violence and war are only a microcosm of the diverse and complicated phenomenon. By giving reference to the Rodgers, she argued that, there is the lack of attention to, and thorough documentation of, the positive contributions of youth in society. These trends should need to be change now. Youth should need to be come forward to resolve this protracted conflict for their own interest partially. 
Speakers Dr. A.S.M. Ali Ashraf, Assistant professor, Department of International Relations, University if Dhaka, emphasized on the failure of negation between two states regarding Kashmir issue. He mentioned that, from 2003, Delhi and Islamabad has taken many confidence-building measures on Kashmir issue. But due to 2008’s terrorist attacks in Mumbai, the fuel of distrust arise again. He has also mentioned that recent Pakistan Foreign Minister’s statement for India will be helpful to start peace talk about Kashmir.
Mr. Mir Mostafizur Rahman, Chief Reporter, The Daily Independent, Dhaka, has argued that Kashmir conflict is one of the causes of violation of Human Rights in South Asia. It causes abuse and death of thousands of people. Thousands of civilian people of Kashmir’s have been killed by militant organization. In his speech, he stressed on the issues of sufferings of Kashmiri people, women, and youths sufferings. By giving to the reference he said, The Indian state police admitted in 2010 that as many as 331 deaths while in custody and 111 enforced disappearances since 1989. Kashmiri women are among the worst sufferers of sexual violence in the world, with 11.6% of respondents reporting that they had been victims of sexual abuse. 
Mr. Rasheed Mahmud, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Dhaka, has stressed on the notion of  the youth’s psychological and social difficulties and its overwhelming  impact resulted by ongoing violent  Kashmir disputes. He emphasized on the fact that, more and more Kashmiri youth are attempting suicide. 
Mr. Saifuddin Ahmed, Lecturer, Department of Peace and Conflict studies, University of Dhaka has focused in his speech that prosperity and peace of a particular country depends on political stability and economic development. But because of the absence of trust between India and Pakistan due to Kashmir conflict, the economic development measures in this South Asian region can not become effective and social progress and development of this South Asian Region therefore somehow remain in far away. He mentioned to the fact that EU, ASEAN have succeed in regional economic cooperation but helped resolve the old intrastate conflicts among the member countries. But in case of South Asian Region, due to lack of mutual trust among this two country SAARC has failed to make an effective regional cooperative mechanism. However, it is true that most of the programs and achievements of SAARC exist on paper. The most crucial and serious problem that divides South Asia is the Indo-Pakistan conflict over Kashmir Issue.
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