SEMINAR REPORT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday (December 05, 2011) stressed the need to prioritize youth's roles and responsibilities for promoting culture and defending the national interest of Bangladesh. The seminar titled “Roles and Responsibilities of Youth towards Safeguarding the National Values, Image and Interests” was organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) in association with Anthropology Debating Club, University of Dhaka at the R. C. Mojumdar Arts Auditorium, University of Dhaka.

Teachers, students and media journalists participated in the seminar.

The key note paper was presented by Mr. Subhan Choudhury, Political Risk Analyst, Asia Division, Exclusive analysis (A UK Headquartered Risk Analysis Firm). The 5-pages key-note paper touched almost all the aspects of roles and responsibilities of youth towards safeguarding national values, image and interests. Mr. Choudhury said National image largely depends on the youth’s behaviors and activities inside the country and outside the country. He opined that the burning issues of today are the future of coal and gas sectors, resolution on transit and the stand on Tipaimukh dam. The decisions on these issues will have immense and long term impact on the country. The youths must gather enough knowledge on these issues to raise their voices. Believing what the political parties and various committees advocate can actually be harmful. In this time of free flow of information, the youths should have the zeal to gather all necessary documents and statistics in a bid to understand how Bangladesh will be better off in the negotiation process. 
The speakers accentuated that the first and foremost task of the youth is to combat cultural aggression from overseas and uphold national interest because they are the main force of Bangladesh. Not only in culture but also in the sectors of coal, gas, transit, water and so forth the youth should uphold national priorities and interests. Government should pay attention to youth’s voice in favor of protecting Bangladesh’s interests. 

Speakers said the youth population with effective training and motivation can have a greater impact on the national development and safeguarding national values, interests and image. The state has to organize educational, social, recreational and religious activities of a non-party political nature, for the benefit of young people in particular. When people are included in debates about their future, they act responsibly. In the sectors of coal, gas, transit, water and so forth the youth should upheld the national interests with logical discussions and debates. Young people’s views should to be taken seriously and their participation in national issues must be encouraged. They emphasized on having an effective educational system, recreational programs and social institutions for Bangladesh which will inculcate in youth national and cultural values and attitudes which will make them good, productive and patriotic citizens of the country in order to better prepare them for safeguarding national values and interests. The education system should be concentrated about the facts and not the fictions.
Professor Dr. Syed Anwar Husain, Editor, the Daily Sun; Mr. Mostafa Kamal Mojumder, Editor, the Daily New Nation; Mrs. Nasima Sultana, Chairperson, Department of Anthropology, University of Dhaka were present in the seminar as Guests of Honor.

Mr. Saifuddin Ahmed, Lecturer, Department of Peace and Conflict Studies; Professor Ahmed Jamal Anwar, Department of Philosophy, University of Dhaka and Mr. Mir Mostafizur Rahaman, Chief Reporter, the Daily Independent;  Major General (Retd.) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, BIR PROTIK, Chairman, Bangladesh Kallyan Party among others spoke at the seminar as discussants while Ms. Shabnam Azim, President (R.C.), SAYPPS presided over the seminar.

