Roundtable Report
‘Bangladeshi people, especially youth must have to raise their voice to create pressure on Bangladesh and Indian government to take immediate steps to stop border killings in Bangladesh borders. We see India as our brotherly neighborhood country, but they always want to create illegal influence on us’ said by the speakers at a roundtable on “Bangladesh - India border relations”, organized jointly by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society and the daily Naya Diganta on June 29, 2013 at the conference room of the daily Naya Diganta in Dhaka. The editor of daily Naya Diganta, Mr. Alamgir Mohiuddin, inaugurated the discussion and act as a moderator of the roundtable. Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, University of Chittagong, who teaches at the Department of Anthropology, presented the keynote paper. 
Key note speaker mentioned in his speech that Bangladesh is surrounded by India in three sides with 4096 km mal managed border which make the issue of Bangladesh–India border a bone of contentions between the two neighbors who share thousand years political, economical and socio-cultural bondage. But the issues of border delimitation, exchange of enclaves, torture of the Bangladeshi nationals in BSF camps, rape, illegal arrest of Bangladeshi nationals or dragging them into Indian territory and kidnapping of the Bangladeshis, infiltration, occupation of Bangladesh lands, regular killing of the Bangladeshi citizens, particularly children, by BSF and Indian miscreants across the border with stand between the two SAARC countries which sparkle unwanted events restraining amicable relations. Mr. Sajjad has also presented the data of the research work of “Borderlanders Perceptions on India’s Aggression in Border Areas of Bangladesh’.
Mr. Sadek Khan, prominent journalist and columnist opined that no international pressure or collaboration is needed in this issue. The only thing which can do something is our unbeatable spirit of youth. Young generation can raise their voice and create pressure on government for taking strong steps. He said, we should make our border guard more strong whereas in past few decades India take numbers of international aid to train BSF. Illegal trade between Bangladesh and India is a vital reason of killing. So, two governments should take some initiative to legalize border trade. 

Professor Dr. Emajuddin Ahamed, eminent Political Scientist, Author and Educationist give emphasis on local awareness. First voice of provocation should come from the local people, who are the main victim of it. We cannot show our decency anymore. Whatever our government thinks or does; it makes no difference. We must have to be vibrant to ensure our rights. Bangladesh is not a negligible country. We fought for our freedom. It's a matter of our sovereignty. So, we should take this problem seriously.

In his speech Professor Emajuddin mentioned that smuggling is very common in border areas and hundreds of people killed, captured by BSF during smuggling. He also added, border areas of our countries do not have any industries which can ensure employment for local people. So, they are bound to engage in smuggling for their livelihood. It's very risky, but government can build some industries for local employment. He said that our media were much more vibrant in the case of Felani; they should take the same initiatives in all cases.
Professor Dr. Dilara Choudhury, eminent Political Scientist said that, very few academic researches are being committed in this field. The thing what we see in media, that can be call a Birdseye view. We have to know the reality. May our neighbor are not brotherly, but we cannot choose. We have to stay with them; both of us cannot avoid each other. Most of the border killing held due to smuggling. BSF and BGB both are involved in this. They take share of the profit openly. When there interest is in stake, they open fire against our people. Our government is also responsible for this situation. Our previous home minister Sahara Khatun said that, Felani was not our citizen. LGRD minister Sayed Ashraful Islam commented that, provocation of border killing is not government responsibility.

She also suggested that, Bangladesh and Indian youth, intellectual can work together. They can create pressure on Indian government. Indian government may pay heed to its own people.
Colonel (retd.) Ashrafuddin, Security Analyst said that, you cannot choose your neighbor. Whatever happening in border is an indicator of vital future problem. Now, we cannot preserve a friendly relation with India and at the same time cannot take any strong step against them. Government is for the people but they failed to preserve the rights of people. America- Mexico have joint border. In that case, if one people die, both country become vibrant and raise their voice. But when our people died in hundreds, thousands; it's called simply some numbers. We are an independent nation. Why our people will killed by foreign force? In 2010, human rights watch published an 81 pages report on BSF. In that report, they mention that, no one can take any legal action against BSF expect Indian government. China shares its border with 15 others countries. They look after each other interest. But India does not have any sharing attitude.

Eminent journalist Zaglul Ahmed Choudhury mentioned in his speech that India is always concern about her own interest but our government is following the subservience policies. From water to border issues we should move seriously for upholding our own interest. He has also suggested adding the history of border of these two countries in the research paper.

Mr. Mostafa Kamal Mojumder, an eminent journalist of Bangladesh said our youth try to follow the west. They should be more aware about our own interest and should be united for our country’s interest.

Major  (retd.) Zillur Rahman, Security Analyst said that, India always want to keep their influence on her neighbor. They never give any importance to our request, advice or suggestions. We need to establish a national security council who can ensure the security of our border. 
Mr. Saifuddin Ahmed, Faculty, Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Dhaka suggested adding some historical background with the research paper for further research. There we may use some international case study and also take the view of BSF and BGB. 

Mr. Masud Majumder, Deputy Editor, The Daily Naya Diganta said that, government cannot avoid people's voice. We have the power of youth. But we do not have any political leadership who can lead our young people.

Dr. A. S. M. Ali Ashraf, Assistant Professor, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka said that, our border and interest is fully one- sided. Our government never strongly opposed the killings. The liberal mentally do not prevail in both sides. This problem cannot be taken as a political issue. It is the problem of national security. We always talk about infrastructural connectivity but we should talk about psychological connectivity between two countries.
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