Roundtable Report
‘To wipe out the opprobrium of BDR mutiny, government must have provide an objective clarification of this atrocity and find out the back players of this brutal killing’ opined by the distinguished discussants while many of them became emotional and broken down to tears in the roundtable titled ‘BDR Mutiny and Our Freedom: Youth Perception’ organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) on February 27, 2014 at the VIP Lounge, National Press Club, 18, Topkhana Road, Dhaka. Major (Retd.) Muhammad Hanif presented the keynote paper in this roundtable while Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong; moderated and presided over the roundtable.
The keynote speaker would like to name the atrocity Pilkhana Massacre instead of BDR Rebellion or BDR Mutiny. He pointed out the strategies applied by the game makers and said that rebel groups and killer groups are not the same at all. Rebel groups were merely used by the planned killer groups. He described the entire incident and said that government has failed to understand the exact reality and necessity to run military action on this.The keynote speaker showed the after effects of the atrocity in his paper. He provided some youth demands and their perceptions that want to unveil the hidden players and planning behind the mutiny.
Chief Guest of this program Brigadier General (Retd.) A.S.M. Hannan Shah, Former Jute Minister, GOB & Standing Committee Member of BNP; said that this was not rebellion. It was pre-planned massacre. The blueprints of this massacre and its players have been unveiled on social networking sites as well as on youtube. He added that the killers of this atrocity are not rebels rather they are conspirators. The chief guest questioned that whether the judgment of BDR mutiny was right and objective. He blamed the government for organizing Asia Cup inauguration on the February 25, 2014. He said that the government does not want to declare February 25 as the national mourn day. He called the youth generation to make these issues survive so that in future these can be justifiedly judged and the original guilty come under punishment.
Special Guest Major General (Retd.) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, Bir Protik, Chairman of Bangladesh Kallyan Party; congratulated the SAYPPS that through an adverse situation, they have organized the program. He condemned that in the last year government has permitted to arrange Indian cultural program in Bangladesh and this year they have inaugurated the Asia Cup 2014. He accused that these are conspiracies to fade out the BDR atrocity. He said nowadays, youths can not remember the incidents because of abundance of new incidents regularly. He called upon the young generation to save the sovereignty and to come forward as fast as they can.
Guest of Honor Professor Dr. Emaj Uddin Ahamed, Former Vice Chancellor, University of Dhaka; said that this massacre does not have any similarity anywhere in the world. He threw question to the intelligence agencies of every armed forces that where were they prior to that day. Why they could not know anything about it? Is their ignorance authentic? So many foes are waiting to grab our country after 1989, he added. He denoted that Bangladesh is strategically and geographically very much important in this sub continent where India and USA are the important players in this regio-geographical affair. He said that the guilty have not accomplished their mission yet. The killers have carried out their duties as front men. There must be somebody else at the back. He urged the government to deeply investigate the incident and reveal the authentic guilty before the nation.
Colonel (Retd.) Ashraf Al din, Security Analyst; recited a poem to the memory of the martyrs of BDR mutiny. He said that there is no example of killing such a number of army officers in a single operation. What we have said on February 25 is the result, he added. There are causes of this result. Only the incident of Podua or Operation Dal Vaat can not lead to this atrocity. He urged for reviving democracy and recovering unity among the people. He also requested the media to publish authentic news rather than doing yellow journalism.
Lieutenant Colonel (Retd.) Muhammad Ferdous Aziz, Security Analyst; became very emotional during his discussion and said that this is our failure that we could not save those patriot officers. He also mentioned that their must be a nexus among 1947, 1969, 1971, 1975, 1/11 and 2009. He said that this was not an isolated incident.  In fact this was not even the failure of army. It was planned and it needs long research to find out the guilty. He sorrowed that he did not see the sense of freedom among today’s highly educated people. He said that Bangladesh can not be another Sikkim or Hyderabad or Bhutan. He urged to awake everyone to save the freedom.
Lieutenant Colonel (Retd.) Anwar Hossen, Security Analyst; broke down to tears several times while he was talking. He said we are shamed as a nation. He quoted that injustice in anywhere is threat to everywhere. Violence can not protect violence. For this reason, the young generation is about to an acid test in future to overcome the opprobrium of nation, he added.
Ms. Rubi Amatullah, Human Rights Activist and Researcher; urged that this incident must have a clarification to the nation. This issue should be settled satisfiedly. In order to ensure proper justice and peace for the passed souls of the martyrs, she called upon the civil society to be united on this issue.
Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, president of the roundtable concluded the program saying that BDR mutiny is not merely a massacre. It bears a century long impact in our sovereignty and freedom. Everybody and especially the youth must be aware of this issue and they have to come forward to reveal the indorsed players. Finally he shared his vote of thanks to the distinguished discussants for being in this roundtable. 
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