Roundtable Report

‘Factually fundamentalism is one of the most threatening problems of Bangladesh but it must not be used to vilify and defame the rightist opposition political parties. Youth must have to play effective role in this sensitive issue.’ opined by the distinguished discussants while many of them became emotional and broken down to tears in the roundtable titled ‘Challenges of Fundamentalism in Bangladesh and the Role of Youth’ organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) on March 21, 2014 at the VIP Lounge, National Press Club, 18, Topkhana Road, Dhaka. Mr. Zunaid Almamun, Research Associate, South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) presented the keynote paper in this roundtable while Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong; moderated the roundtable and Professor Dr. Dilara Choudhury, Eminent Political Scientist presided over the roundtable.
The keynote speaker discussed about the difference of fundamentalism and extremism and said how fundamentalism is an important issue for Bangladesh. He briefly discussed the emergence of fundamentalism in Bangladesh and pointed how some major challenges which are derived from fundamentalism. He mentioned that young generation and illiterate people are psychologically being tracked off due to the brainwashing activities of the fundamentalists. The key note speaker put a question that would the fundamentalism be used as a tool of power politics. He also discussed some roles of youth in facing fundamentalism for a better Bangladesh.
Lieutenant General (Retd.) Muhammad Mahbubur Rahman, Standing Committee Member of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), Bangladesh; said that Islam is the religion of liberalism and kindness. It does not allow violence. But the term fundamentalism is used by the politicians in Bangladesh deliberately. A group of people always tend to humiliate and vilify the political opponent through tagging them as fundamentalist. It is true that extremism exists in Bangladesh but it does not have any place in our culture. He talked about the clash of civilization theorized by Samuel Huntington and urged the youth to take the responsibility of clearing the sky of ideological development in Bangladesh.
Major General (Retd.) Ruhul Alam Chowdhury, Advisor to the Chairperson of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP); said that fundamentalism is not only religion based. It might be any political ideology based too. Challenges of fundamentalism are not only thrown by the religious fundamentalist but also by the political fundamentalist too. But historically Bangladesh is very much tolerant about it. He suggested the youth not to follow blindly but to be free thinker.
Mr. Sadek Khan, Eminent Journalist and Columnist; spoke that there is no chance to term Jamat as a fundamentalist country. In fact they can not be mingled with the extremist too. In name of facing fundamentalism, political parties should not be deprived of the opportunity to have and carry out their political activities. There will be clashes between free thinking and fundamentalism, he added.
Mr. Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury, Eminent Journalist and Columnist, Dhaka; opined that the fundamentalism is often misunderstood in South Asia. In fact it is interpreted differently in Bangladesh, India and Pakistan. Today’s youth must be aware of defining such kind of sensitive issues. They have to be engaged in nation building activities. The also have to respect religion. Thus the problem can be solved.
Professor Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain, Department of History, University of Dhaka; said that it is our failure that fundamentalism entered in our society. Every political party uses religion in politics. Ershad used it in the 8th amendment of the constitution. In fact the ruling party also uses religion to do politics which was through 15th amendment. All was to serve political purpose. He said that he would like to use the term ‘fanaticism’ instead of fundamentalism for those who do politics using religion.
Professor Dr. Shawkat Ara, Department of Political Science, University of Dhaka; said that the affair which is going on in name of fundamentalism is nothing but distorted mentality. She added that oppression on women is increasing in name of religious fundamentalism. She called the youth to avoid the fundamentalist and to follow the right path.
Mr. Mahmudur Rahman Manna, Convenor, Nagorik Oikko (Citizen Unity); said that it is really unfortunate for us that the fundamentalist and the freedom fighters are to live in a same country where we have to stay with the war criminals. He said that society can not run by fundamentalism. Religion can not be used in politics. He urged that the young generation must come forward swiftly and to face the challenges successfully if they really want to build a better Bangladesh.
Mr. Shah Abdul Hannan, Former Secretary, GOB; said that defining a term is important and fundamentalism is not out of that. He pointed at the history of fundamentalism and said that it appeared only 200 years ago. Today’s youth must know the original history. They should not overwhelm with misinterpretation of information and history. They have to fight against corruption, not against so called ‘fundamentalism’.
Ms. Ruby Amatullah, Writer and Human Rights Activist; called up the civil society and said about the history of fundamentalism. She said that the fundamentalist want to impose their ideology and thoughts. But the violence is not only made by them but government is also responsible for that. She urged the youth to be constructively engaged with the fundamentalist through dialogue, negotiation etc.
Md. Shaifuddin Ahmed, Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Dhaka; said that we will be less extremist as much as we can be fundamentalist. Because fundamentals of any religion do not support violence at all. But nowadays, this term is used as political propaganda. It is used to defame Islam.He said, youth must have to be fundamentalist and they have to oppose the propaganda against fundamentalism.
Some of the youth from the audience panel shared their view over this issue and said that if we have patriotism in our conscience, know the basic values of religion, know the basic information of the history; fundamentalism will be faced easily. They also have thrown question that if the political parties are attacked in their values and security in name of facing fundamentalism, where they should go. One of the participants proposed to arrange a debate between the religion based political parties and non religion based political parties in order to solve the issue publicly and to find what really should exist logically.
Professor Dr. Dilara Choudhury, Eminent Political Scientist; presided over the roundtable and concluded the program saying that fundamentalism should not be used for political purpose serving. In name of facing and eradicating fundamentalism, government and armed forces do not have any right to shoot and kill people regularly. She said that it is really one of the most notable threats for Bangladesh and the future of Bangladesh is strongly connected with it. Finally she shared her vote of thanks to the distinguished discussants for being in this roundtable. 
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