International Seminar Report

Though the youths in South Asia are in grip of various problems like unemployment, poverty and influence of foreign culture, they have immense potential in establishing peace and bringing prosperity in the region, observed speakers at a seminar.  The international seminar on ‘Youth for Peace in South Asia’ organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) was held at the RC Mojumder Arts Auditorium of Dhaka University on Saturday (June 30, 2012) with chairman of the Centre for Foreign Affairs Studies Ashfaqur Rahman in the chair.

Teachers, students, diplomats, researchers and media journalists participated in the seminar.

Mr. CM Shafi Sami as Chief Guest, former adviser to a caretaker government, said the youths have the potential to lead the country towards prosperity but they need to prepare themselves for it. “The cultural aggression is having a negative impact on the youths. However, they should cling to their own culture discarding the alien ones,” he observed.  

Mr. Abul Hasan Chowdhury, former state minister for foreign affairs, said youths are the most valuable asset for a country but the big challenge is to utilize their potentiality properly.  “They should be confident in doing positive things for the development of the country. The youths have many things to do for peace and prosperity in South Asia as the future largely depends on them,” he added.
Editor of the Daily New Nation Mr. Mostafa Kamal Majumder said mutual mistrust among the South Asian people, especially the youth, is the main barrier to establishing peace in the region.

Brigadier Gen (Retd) M Sakhawat Hussain, former election commissioner, said though the youths of Bangladesh do not face much identity crisis, regional conflicts in India, Pakistan and Afghanistan might affect them. 
A peaceful environment is necessary for them so that they can grow as worthy citizens in different fields, he suggested.  “We need exchange of ideas and experiences in South Asia to tackle the crisis in this region,” he added. 
Sakhawat further said the invasion of foreign culture is affecting the life of both urban and rural youths, which should be addressed.  

Professor Dr. Moonis Ahmar, Department of International Relations, University of Karachi, Pakistan did not come to the seminar due to his passport problem. But he sent a short paper where he mentioned youth as an agent of change in South Asia. He suggested few advices to the youths for establishing peace in this region. He mentioned ten important steps in his paper which can enable the youth of South Asia to emerge as a powerful segment of society; as an agent of change and help bettering things in the region are as follows:

1. Demonstration of leadership qualities to bring a positive change in society.

2. Interest in seeking knowledge.

3. Focus on seeking better education by developing a reading good habit.

4. Instead of being divided, united to take a principled stand on critical issues.

5. Pursuing a positive, optimistic, pragmatic and tolerant approach.

6. Raising voice against exploitation and discrimination.

7. No to be used or exploited by the vested interest groups.

8. Pursing a bold and courageous approach.

9. Unity.

10. Vision.

Dr Jayanta Choudhury of Indian Tripura University said youths’ identity is a big factors how they will play their role in the development of their respective countries. “However, youths are being isolated from their family due to identity crisis. As they are isolated, they are easily captured by some vested quarters and used for bad purpose,” he observed.  Absence of an appropriate environment for the youths is another cause for their deviation from the right path, he said.
 Presenting a keynote paper, researcher Shegufta Mahzabeen said, “Youths are the spirit of change in the society. If their energy, intelligence, talent and resources are properly utilized, the country will surely develop.”  The youths should be given the opportunity in peace building in South Asia to establish a sustainable culture of peace instead of culture of violence in this region, she said. 

Among others, Mr. KC Aryal, counsellor and deputy chief of mission, Nepal embassy, and Sorwar Alam Mizan, senior general manager, Romania Food and Beverage Ltd, also spoke.
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