ROUNDTABLE REPORT

‘To make pragmatic expectations in order to gain something from the upcoming government of India, we have to be more tactful and state minded in dealing with bilateral relationship between India and Bangladesh’ opined by the distinguished discussants in the roundtable titled ‘Indian National Election and Our Expectations’ organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) on April 19, 2014 at the VIP Lounge, National Press Club, 18, Topkhana Road, Dhaka. Mr. Rakibul Hasan, Sub-Editor, the Bangladesh Today presented the keynote paper in this roundtable while Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong; moderated and presided over the roundtable.
The keynote speaker discussed about burning issues between India and Bangladesh and presented an informative paper in the roundtable. He pointed out at the aggressive approaches regarding border killing, enclaves and exclaves, maritime disputes, Indian impact in our domestic politics and democracy etc. He discussed that India always continues its hegemonic foreign policy with Bangladesh but it is highly expected to the upcoming government to have a new portfolio in order to smoothen our bilateral relationship between India and Bangladesh. He also mentioned that it is very unfortunate for us to see Indian bare interference in our domestic politics.
Dr. M. Osman Farruk, Former Member of Parliament and Minister of Education, People’s Republic of Bangladesh; said that we have many things to learn from Indian election and we expect such tasks from our domestic institutions that deal with these. He referred to the characterized autonomy of Indian election commission and non-interrupted open political floor for the election campaign of the opposition parties of India. He said that whichever political party forms the government of India, it is urgent to reconsider the ongoing hegemonic deportment by India towards Bangladesh since India claims itself as a democratic country. We want a good relationship with India based on sovereignty, he opined.  Awami League is making such policies and problems deliberately with India which ultimately compels the people of Bangladesh and India to be antagonistic to each other. We need an adept and qualified government to gain our demand from India, he added.
Brigadier General (Retd.) M. Sakhawat Hussain, Former Election Commissioner, Bangladesh Election Commission; said that youth are the key factor of India in this election and their views towards Bangladesh play a very much important role in the bilateral relationship between these two countries. Moreover, they are trying to get out from familial politics. He said that this year India has 18 million new voters and the expectation of vote casting is 65-70% in this election which is high for India. Basically India has two governments which are political and bureaucratic and they work for the country. That’s why India is not going to change its foreign policy drastically, he opined.  He suggested that Bangladesh should be pragmatic and remain as vigilant as visible and should not expect much from India. BJP will take time to study regional powers, Pakistan, Bangladesh and China.
Major General (Retd.) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, BIR PROTIK, Chairman, Bangladesh Kallyan Party; opined that we didn’t go into the depth of any issue regarding our expectations previously. He said that we are not a united nation and we should have a national debate to set our expectations from India since we always think partially and politically; not nationally. He said that the current Awami League government is always one step ahead to give something to India, then why should the next government differ and change its policy in case of Bangladesh. He suggested that we need to change our foreign strategy to gain something from India besides our expectations.
Mr. Sadek Khan, Eminent Journalist and Columnist; spoke that India is such a country which always have seen and will see Bangladesh with a view of hegemony. No matter which party comes in power, they will save their interest. Moreover, the people of India will elect that party which can ensure their interests and sovereignty. That’s why, as a general citizen of Bangladesh, we don’t have any expectation from India since it not ought to be fulfilled pragmatically.
Professor Dr. Nazmul Ahsan Kalimullah, Founder Chairman, JANIPOP; shared the history of India and its domestic politics. He said that India has become the mini super power from the regional power through its current foreign policy. So, it is not going to be much changed.
Mr. Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury, Eminent Journalist and Columnist, Dhaka; opined that Mamata Banerjee will be more important in our bilateral relationship after this election. Fundamentals of the foreign policy of India will not be changed in case of Bangladesh as India always sees its interest more than hundred percent. Eventually, the cases will go on as they do now, he said. However, much of the expectations and gaining will depend on the government of Bangladesh, he added.
Some of the youth from the audience panel shared their views over this issue. One of them focused on the recent saying of Indian High Commissioner Mr. Pankaj Sharan which declared that the current relationship between Bangladesh and India is not going to be changed whichever political party comes to power. Moreover, he referred to the comment of Jaswant Sing of BJP comments that BJP is not interested to amend the Indian Constitution to implement the land boundary agreement. The young man questioned how the security analysts view these comments on Bangladesh. Another student from Dhaka University put question whether BNP has any probability to have better relationship with India if BJP comes in power since such projection is roaming on the social networks.
Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong; presided over the roundtable and concluded the program saying that Bangladesh needs to give up its submissive approach towards India if we want to expect something better from India pragmatically. He urged on strategic change of our foreign policy. Finally he shared his vote of thanks to the distinguished discussants for being in this roundtable. 
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