Roundtable Report
‘Political parties and political institutions must play effective role to revive democracy in Bangladesh while opposition and non-ruling political parties must be given adequate political space to practice politics’ opined by the distinguished speakers in the roundtable titled ‘Challenges of Democracy in Bangladesh’ organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) on August 23, 2014 at the VIP Lounge, National Press Club, 18, Topkhana Road, Dhaka. Professor Dr. Ataur Rahman, Eminent Political Scientist, Bangladesh presented the keynote paper in this roundtable. Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong moderated the roundtable while it was presided over by Ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman, Chairman, Center for Foreign Affairs Studies.
The keynote speaker discussed about the modern concept of democracy mentioning the third wave of democracy theorized by Huntington. He argued that without negotiation and compromise, there cannot be democracy.  Professor Ataur mentioned that power transition is a big problem in Bangladesh because of underdeveloped political parties and institution. In a democratic country, there should be rule of law, accountability which is absent in Bangladesh. The core challenge is to revive democracy within the political parties. He expressed his worry about any chance of coming back of military rule for a time being or any bloody on street violence.
Lieutenant General (Retd.) Muhammad Mahbubur Rahman, Standing Committee Member of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP); said that the value and sentiment of liberation war is completely absent today. Democracy has been corrupted highly and at the hand of mischievous. He blamed Awami League that it wwas responsible for the current undemocratic situation in Bangladesh. He traced back to the history of 4000 years of this Bengal geographic land where this part of South Asian sub-continent pioneered the sense of democracy. But today, God fathers are spoiling the country. He urged the people not to be deceived by the so called development and digital Bangladesh model.
Mr. A.S.M. Abdur Rab, President, Jatiyo Samajtantrik Dal (JSD); discussed that the people did not have the opportunity to boycott the election of January 05 constitutionally. The ruling party is killer of democracy. He argued that there are political parties but no political ideology we see. That is why they do not care about accountability and rule of law. He urged on making the political institutions democratic. Otherwise, the country will go back to BAKSAL (Bangladesh Krisak Sramik Awami League) government. Mr. Rab blamed the government that they are abusing the constitution for their own animosity. He proposed a number of reforms and suggestions to overcome the challenges of democracy.
Mr. Mahmudur Rahman Manna, Convenor, Nagorik Oikko; opined that our opposition political parties are much weaker than before. Our political parties are too frightened to speak the truth against history. He referred to some decisions of Sheikh Mujib which had been boomerang for the democratic advancement in Bangladesh. He blamed the political parties that they were doing politics using the sentiment of liberation war. He urged to call spade a spade in order to overcome the hurdles of democracy.
Mr. Shahadat Hossain Selim, Joint Secretary General, Liberal Democratic Party (LDP); opined that the country is going to be one person rule from one party rule which is more dangerous than BAKSAL. He mentioned that the young generation has lost interest on politics because of malpractice of politics and infertile so called democracy. He warned the people not to be confused with the slogan of digitalization and development. This government ultimately did not make any development by its own. He suggested bringing radical reformation to the politics and democracy in Bangladesh.
Professor Dr. Dilara Choudhury, Eminent Political Scientist, Bangladesh; stated that Bangladesh has been in a political crossroad for a long time since the first bump on democracy was brought by Sheikh Mujib after initiating BAKSAL. The tradition has still being going on as we are beholding confined platform of freedom of expression in many sectors. She said that the current parliament is not democratic at all. It creates many scopes for corruption. She said that people are being nonproductive due to not having provided rights. She suggested the people to be awakened and civil society to take the lead.
Ambassador Ashfaqur Rahman, Chairman, Center for Foreign Affairs Studies; presided over the roundtable and concluded the program saying that the government must open adequate space for freedom of expression. He opened the floor to the audiences for hearing their voice. The students from different universities shared their views on this topic where they criticized the legacy and tradition of submissive politics. They put question on the non-ruling political parties whether they are playing their political role accordingly. The students also asked for alternative leadership in politics where the truth will be disclosed as truth without any worry. Finally he shared his vote of thanks to the distinguished speakers for being in this roundtable. 
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