Roundtable Report
‘People must raise their voices against violation of human rights in order to create worldwide awareness that Bangladesh is now immersed in gross human rights violation’ opined by the distinguished speakers in the roundtable titled ‘The State of Human Rights in Bangladesh’ jointly organized by the South Asia Youth for Peace and Prosperity Society (SAYPPS) and the Daily New nation on September 20, 2014 at Conference Room, the Daily New Nation, Ittefaq Bhavan, 1, R, K, Mission Road, Dhaka-1203. Colonel (Retd.) Z. R. M. Ashraf Al Deen, Security Analyst and Former Research Director, Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) presented the keynote paper in this roundtable. Mr. N. M. Sajjadul Hoque, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong moderated the roundtable while it was presided over by Mr. A. M. Mufazzal, Editor, the Daily New Nation.
The keynote speaker discussed about a wide range of human rights violation and its scopes with supporting information. He mentioned about 16 types of human rights violation currently exist in Bangladesh where most of them are committed by law enforcement agencies with the blind assistances of government. He said that the prime minister, ministers and attorney general are extensively using ‘Theory of Denial’ in order to serve their own interest.
Dr. Zafrullah Chowdhury, Trustee, Gonoshasthaya Kendra; said that the latent picture of human rights violation is unseen to us. The situation is far worse than what we see. Dr. Chowdhury mentioned that there have been 88 encounters in 2014 which proves the situation is at stake. He dubbed capital punishment as another form of judicial killing and blamed the court that it has been playing silent role to show submissive attitude towards the government. He opposed the demand of different quarters that they want capital punishment of Jamaat leader Maulana Delwar Hossain Sayedee and others who are accused and convicted for crimes against humanity during the liberation war 1971. He criticized the government for closing different newspapers and TV channels and also their reaction on different historical books. In this backdrop, he referred to the reaction of Awami League leaders and workers about A. K. Khandaker’s book. Dr. Zafrullah talked about the silent role of judiciary which promotes violation of human rights in a society. He also criticized the move of government regarding refixing minimum ages to be eligible for marriage. He said it will only encourage more child marriage.
Major General (Retd.) Syed Muhammad Ibrahim, Bir Protik, Chairman, Bangladesh Kallyan Party; mentioned that Bangladesh is marching towards intolerance, violence and the people are becoming insensible. They are becoming habituated with the enforced grieve situation. He said that oppressing political opposition has become a daily routine for the current government. He urged all to put pressure on the ruling government so that it stops committing further repression and human rights violations.
Mr. Mahmudur Rahman Manna, Convenor, Nagorik Oikko; opined that we have no other alternative than raising our voices. We must have to protest against this grievance if we want to survive. He blamed the government for creating undemocratic situation everywhere and added that election of January 5 is entirely liable for everything that is going on. He also said that future generation will face severe misfortune if human rights violation does not stop very soon.
Mr. Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury, Eminent Journalist and Columnist, Dhaka; said that human rights is a measuring scale of civilization. But today’s government has failed to provide these basic rights for the people. There may raise a catastrophic situation if people lose their patience. In order to revive peace and security, protection of human rights is must, he added.
Professor Ahmed Zamal Anwar, Department of Philosophy, University of Dhaka; opined that there should be a free, fair and inclusive election to revive human rights protection in Bangladesh. Since this undemocratic government has failed to ensure human rights for all classes of people, this regime does not bear any scope to continue their ruling. Moreover, he titled the government as non-democratic since it came to power through an unfairly voter less election.
Barrister Fatema Anwar, Head of Law, Dhaka Center for Law and Economics (DCLE); stated that People of Bangladesh now avail no respect from the government. Even neither the judges have. In many cases it is apparent that the state sponsors and shelters are found guilty. Integrity of power in parliament ordained the judges to be accountable to the parliament. She also shared her story of suffering where she was intimidated by ‘So-called’ DB Police. She said that the state is playing its role as personal enmity avenger. She worried about the future that if young generation grow up through such tremulous situation, they will not have the ability of critical thinking. In order to plant a better future, we need to stop human rights violation, she suggested.
Advocate Rehana Sultana, Director, Bangladesh National Women Lawyers’ Association (BNWLA); said that people now have neither freedom of expression, speech nor access to justice. She said all kinds of crimes including extra judicial killing and custodial torture are increasing in the country now. Today, people watch play instead of justice. She urged for giving back all the victims to their own families. ‘One cannot know whereabouts one’s relative after picking up by the lawmen. But all the people have minimum rights to know’ she added. She dubbed the draft of marriage issue regarding lessening eligible age as another form of violation of human rights. She urged the government to discuss with the experts over the matter before passing. She also urged about ensuring social security for every people in Bangladesh. Otherwise, people will protest against it.
Mrs. Marufa Islam, Elder Sister of Victim Family; left her tears at the roundtable and said that her mother has forgotten to take her regular medicine for her abducted son. For the last 10 months, she is always used to look at the door all the day. She requested and called upon the government to locate her younger brother and give to his family.

Mrs. Sanjida Islam, Younger Sister of Victim Family; broke into tears that her brother’s little daughter always cries for talking to her father. She described how her brother was forcedly disappeared and shared the bitter experience with RAB and other law enforcement agencies. Her brother-Sumon was the general secretary of ward no 25 of BNP. Quoting the eyewitnesses, she said that her brother was beaten up RAB-1 personnel. On that night he was disappeared. Soon, after the incident, the family members rushed to the RAB-1 office to get back Sumon. But the RAB-1 rejected their claims and said that they did not arrest anyone and such incident did not happen. She said RAB is still rejecting the claim. The police only agreed to file a GD on some conditions that her brother was disappeared outside of their residence, not captured by RAB-1. She said that they filled applications to DG, ADG and CO of RAB three times and to CID, SB, DGFI, IG of Police and Home Ministry for once but nothing resulted out. She requested to give back her brother to the family even if it is his dead body. Her severely weeping request made all the speakers emotional.
Mr. A. M. Mufazzal, Editor, the Daily New Nation; chaired the roundtable and concluded the program saying that we have to overcome the grievances by ourselves. He shared his experience of disappearance back in 1971. He said that he never shared it before because the culprits are still alive in this society. He also quoted that ‘Let us not curse the darkness instead light up the candle.’ Finally he shared his vote of thanks to the distinguished speakers for being in this roundtable. 
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